
 
  
   
    
     
 
 

  34-1 

Диалђги: A: “I’m from America” 
 Б: “That’s Vadik’s beer” 
ГраммЌтика: The Genitive Singular of nouns 

-  Forms 
-  Uses of the Genitive: of; possession 
-  The ’Frozen’ Genitive  
-  Prepositions used with the Genitive  
Asking/stating where a person is from

  
Диалђги 
 
А. Љто же пЏво ВЌдика          That’s Vadik’s beer 
 
Илїша: 1 Я голђдный.  Что в холодЏльникe? I’m hungry.  What’s in the fridge? 

МарЏна: 2 Я нe знЌю.  ПосмотрЏ. I don’t know.  Take a look. 

Илїша: 3  
4  
5 

(Смђтрит в холодЏльникe)  Здeсь кусђк 
колбасѕ, пол-банЌна, бЌнка икрѕ и бутѕлка 
пЏва. 

(Looks in the fridge)  There’s a piece of 
sausage, half a banana, a jar of caviar, and a 
bottle of beer. 

  (Takes the пЏво and starts to drink it.) (Takes the beer and starts to drink it.) 

МарЏна: 6 Что ты дЎлаeшь?  Љто жe пЏво ВЌдика. What are you doing?  That’s Vadik’s beer. 

Илїша: 7  
8 

Ну и что?  А кто он?  ПрeзидЎнт АмЎрики, что 
ли? 

So what?  Who’s he, the president of the United 
States or something? 

 
Б. Я из АмЎрики          I’m from America 
 
НЏна: 9 Откѓда вы? Where are you from? 

ВЌдик: 10 Я из РоссЏи, из СибЏри.  А вы? I’m from Russia, from Siberia.  And you? 

НЏна: 11 
12 

Я из АмЎрики, из ПрЏнстона.  Љто небольшђй 
гђрод в штЌте Нью-ДжЎрси. 

I’m from America, from Princeton.  It’s a small 
city in (the state of) New Jersey. 

ВЌдик: 13 
14 
15 

ПрЌвда?  Мој бѕвшая подрѓга, котђрая 
недЌвно брђсила менј, из штЌта ПенсильвЌния.  
ОнЌ из ФиладЎльфии.   

Really?  My ex-girlfriend, who recently dumped 
me, is from (the state of) Pennsylvania.  She’s 
from Philadelphia. 

 
 

 
СловЌрь 
 
1 голђдный hungry 

2 посмотрЏ take a look (Another Imperative—like извинЏ—which we haven’t covered yet.) 

3 кусок´ (o) piece 

4 колбасЌ sausage; mystery meat 

4 пол-; половЏна + GEN half 

4 банЌн banana (Masculine in Russian.) 

4 бЌнка jar 

4 икрЌ caviar 

5 бутѕлка bottle 
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7 прeзидЎнт president 

9 откѓда вы / онЌ / онЏ? 
     откѓда 

where are you / she / they from?  
     from where; whence 

10 из (+ GEN) from 

10 СибЏрь (F) Siberia (note that it has a ‘feminine’ ending in English: ia) 

12 гђрод city (ЛенингрЌд means ‘Lenin’s city’) 

12 штат state (of the U.S.) 

13 прЌвда? really? (lit.: (the) truth, like the newspaper) 

14 недЌвно recently (Notice the different stress than in давнђ.) 
 

                     
 

34.А The Genitive Case (РодЏтельный ПадЎж) 
 
Our 3rd Case, the Genitive, is the most “flexible» case in Russian.  The Genitive is used for everything from 
possession to negation to “source” to quantification (to name just a few). 
 
34.А.1  Forms: Nouns 
 

Genitive Singular: Nouns 
 

NOMINATIVE GENITIVE 
MASCULINE AND NEUTER 

{A} (а / я) 
 хлeб 
 словЌрь 
 пЏво 
 гЎний 
 общежЏтие 

 хлЎба 
 словарј 
 пЏва 
 гЎния 
 общежЏтия 

FEMININE 
{I} (ы / и)  

 машЏна 
 пЎсня 
 фотогрЌфия 
 МЏтя 
 лђшадь 

 машЏны 
 пЎсни 
 фотогрЌфии 
 МЏти 
 лђшади 

 
We saw the Masculine Genitive ending in the phrase высђкого рђста of tall height (Nominative is рђст). 
Курс рѓсского языкЌ, кЌждый схђдит с умЌ по-свђему  (We’ll see later on that the Preposition с takes the 
Genitive – sometimes.) 
 
Masculine names and persons in {A} also go to {I}, as we see in the penultimate example under the Feminine 
Nouns: МЏтя > МЏти (ДЏма > ДЏмы, etc.) 
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34.А.1a  Genitive Singular vs. Nominative Plural of Neuter and Feminine Nouns 
 
Note that the Feminine and Neuter Genitive Singular look exactly like their respective Nominative Plural forms 
(the Case should be clear from context).  Sometimes, however, the stress will be different - the Genitive Singular 
will always have the same stress as the Nominative Singular, whereas the Nominative Plural may have different 
stress.  Some of these nouns are: 
 

NOM SG GENITIVE SINGULAR NOM PL 
 женЌ  женѕ  жёны 

 сестрЌ  сестрѕ  сёстры 

 письмђ  письмЌ  пЏсьма 

 сЎрдце heart  сЎрдца  сердцЌ 
 
Therefore, for all Neuter and Feminine shifting-stress nouns, you can tell the difference between the Genitive 
Singular and Nominative Plural by their stress. 
 
 
34.А.2   Uses of the Genitive 
 
• The English preposition of 
 
Russian uses the Genitive (with no preposition) in many instances that would be expressed in English with the 
preposition of: 
 

 прeзидЎнт АмЎрики the president of America 
 бутѕлка пЏва a bottle of beer 
 кусђк колбасѕ a piece of sausage 
 пол-банЌна half (of) a banana 
 столЏца ФрЌнции (for reference) the capital of France 

   Transform the sentences as in the example.  Our apologies for any political inaccuracies: 
 
Example: Он амeрикЌнский прeзидЎнт (АмЎрика)     ➯     Он прeзидЎнт АмЎрики. 
 
1. ОнЌ амeрикЌнский прeзидЎнт. 

2. Кто францѓзский прeзидЎнт? (ФрЌнция) 

3. Ѓльцин рѓсский прeзидЎнт. 

4. Мой брат канЌдский прeзидЎнт. (КанЌда) 
5. Мој сeстрЌ таилЌндский прeзидЎнт. (ТаилЌнд) 

6. Он пeруЌнский прeзидЎнт? (Пeрѓ)  any change 

7. ОнЌ ливЌнский прeзидЎнт. (ЛивЌн  Lebanon) 

8. Мой отЎц корeйский прeзидЎнт. (КорЎя) 
9. Мој мать бeльгийский прeзидЎнт. (БЎльгия) 

10. Я китЌйский прeзидЎнт. (КитЌй) 
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 Announce what you found in the refrigerator: 
 
Example: bottle of beer     ➯     Здeсь тђлько бутѕлка пЏва. 
 
1. bottle of wine 2. half (of) a banana 3. small piece of bread 

4. bottle of juice 5. jar of mustard горчЏца 6. large piece of sausage 

7. half (of) a sandwich бутeрбрђд 8. jar of caviar 9. bottle of milk 

10. piece of soap 11. jar of honey мёд 12. bottle of cognac коньјк end-
stressed! 

 
 
 
• Possession   пЏво ВЌдика; машЏна актёра 
 
Up to now we have formed possessions from first names ending in -{A} with the suffix -ин- + the appropriate 
ending: 
 
МЏшин брат МЏшина сeстрЌ МЏшино пЏво МЏшины дЎти МЏшину жeнѓ, etc. 
Misha’s brother Misha’s sister Misha’s beer Misha’s kids Misha’s wife (ACC) 
 
 
There are 2 problems with this:   
 
1) not all first names end in -{A} (e.g., ВЌдик, Ѕгорь, ВладЏмир, Рђберт, etc.) 
 
2) not all possession involves first names (the president’s car; my sister’s cat; that angry guy’s cappuccino; 

Pavlov’s dog) 
 
 
In these cases we use the Genitive – always following the noun – to express possession.  Examples: 
 

пЏво ВитЌлика Vitalik’s beer 
дочь Ѕгоря Igor’s daughter 
машЏна прeзидЎнта the president’s car 
жeнЌ Гђра Gore’s wife 
банЌн егђ сестрѕ his sister’s banana 
собЌка ВЎры ПЌвловны Vera Pavlovna’s dog 
вђдка БорЏса НиколЌeвича Ѓльцина Boris Nikolaevich Yeltsin’s vodka 

 
 
We’ll cover the Genitive forms of Adjectives in the next lesson so you’ll be able to say things like Hey, that’s my 
younger brother’s nosering. 
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Note that now we have 3 ways to express possession: 
 

1. POSSESSIVE PRONOUNS 
Agree in CNG with noun1 

2. FIRST NAMES IN -{A} 
-ин-, also agree with the Noun2 

3. NOUNS & MISC. NAMES 
Genitive Case  

мой банан ЗЏнин банЌн банЌн ВЎры ВЏкторовны3 
my banana Zina’s banana Vera Victorovna’s banana 

твој рѓчка; твої рѓчку Шѓрина рѓчка; Шѓрину рѓчку рѓчка Гђра; рѓчку Гђра 
your pen  Shura’s pen Gore’s pen  

вЌше пeчЎньe ПЌшино пeчЎньe пeчЎньe ВЌдика 
your cookie Pasha’s cookie Vadik’s cookie 

наши полотeнца РЏтины полотЎнца полотЎнца прeзидЎнта 
our towels Rita’s towels the president’s towels 

 
 
 
 

 For some reason, students often want to transform even the possessive pronouns into Genitive 
and even put them after the noun.  Please don’t do this.  Thanks. 

 
 
  Say whose thing it is: 
 
Example: рюкзЌк (my)  ➯ Љто мой рюкзЌк. 
  кнЏга (Глeб)  ➯ Љто кнЏга ГлЎба. 
  родЏтeли (Лїда) ➯ Љто Лїдины родЏтeли. 
 
 
1. машЏна (president) 2. полотЎнца (our) 3. карандЌш (ВЏка) 
4. отЎц (Ђнна ПЌвловна) 5. дЎти (their) 6. очкЏ (Антђн) 

7. сын (his) 8. кот  (Ільга ДмЏтриевна) 9. телевЏзор (Лїба) 

10. пЏсьма (my) 11. молокђ (Марк) 12. пЏво (МЏша) 

13. спЌльня (Ђльберт Гор) 14. компакт-дЏски (her sister) 15. брЌтья (our) 

                                                 
1  Can you guess an exception to this?  Which possessive pronouns have we told you NEVER change, no matter what the 

gender or number of the noun?  If you said the 3rd person possessives: егђ, её, их, вы, навЎрно, гЎний. 
2  Just as the -ин- possessives have Nominative and Accusative endings, so do they have Genitive endings, which we will 

learn in the next lesson. 
3  Note that if you have a first name in -{A} (ВЎра) plus a patronymic (ВЏкторовна), you have to use the Genitive 

strategy: ВЎры ВЏкторовны (not ВЎрин ВЏкторовны).  
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34.А.3   The ‘Frozen’ Genitive 
 
The Noun that is in the Genitive (the of-noun) never changes, regardless of what case the ‘head’ noun is in: 
 

Там былЌ  жeнЌ 
NOM 

Гђра.  
GEN 

Я люблї жeнѓ 
ACC 

Гђра.  
Still GEN 

−  The noun Гђра is Genitive regardless of 
the Case of the head noun женЌ 

Gore’s wife was there. I love Gore’s wife  

На столЎ былЌ бутѕлка 
NOM 

винЌ. 
GEN 

Я купЏл бутѕлку 
ACC 

винЌ. 
Still GEN 

−  The noun винЌ is Genitive regardless of 
the Case of the head noun бутѕлка 

There was a bottle of wine on the table. I bought a bottle of wine  

 
We will call this the ‘Frozen’ Genitive. 
 
 
On the other hand, regular possessives and possessives of names in -{A} do match the case of the head noun: 
 
Там былЌ  мој 

NOM 
жeнЌ.  
NOM 

Я люблї мої  
ACC 

женѓ  
ACC 

−  The possessive мой changes Case with 
the head noun женЌ 

My wife was there. I love my wife  

Там былЌ  Ѕрина 
NOM 

дочь.  NOM Я видела Ѕрину 
ACC 

дочь.  
ACC 

−  Ѕрин-, derived from a name in -{A}, 
changes Case with the head noun дочь 

Ira's daughter was there. I saw Ira's daughter.  

 
  Put the noun phrases in the correct form.  Use the verb phrase Мы вЏдели: 
 
Мы вЏдели (your/Clinton’s wife)     ➯     Мы вЏдели твої женѓ.  Мы вЏдели женѓ КлЏнтона. 
 
 
1. his/Vladimir’s wife 2. their/the professor’s car 3. their/the president’s dog 

4. her/her sister’s coat 5. Zina’s/her sister 6. Vitalik’s sister 
7. a/my bottle of wine 8. a/our my jar of caviar 9. your (Formal)/Ivan’s letter 
 
 
 
34.A.4   Prepositions used with the Genitive 
 
We have now seen 3 prepositions that take the Genitive.  Two of them we’ve known for quite a while, but just 
didn’t realize they govern the Genitive: у at; by, e.g., а у тебј? (as we will soon find out, тебј is the Genitive 
form of ты), and до until; up to, e.g., до свидЌния, literally until a rendezvous.  The third one, introduced in this 
lesson, is из from. 
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When you learn a preposition you need to learn: 1) the meaning (duh); and 2) what case it governs (i.e., ‘takes’).  
Prepositions take the Genitive more than any other case, so if you’re ever in Vegas and about to wager your 
tuition at the Case Roulette Table, put your money on Genitive.  Still, there are lots of prepositions that take other 
cases.  And some prepositions take more than one case, depending on the meaning. 
 
Here are examples of all prepositions we’ve seen so far, including the ones that take the Genitive: 
 
 

PREPOSTION / 
MEANING 

CASE EXAMPLE 

на 1. on, at Locative Часѕ лeжЌт на столЎ. 

 2. at Accusative Љтот стрЌнный человЎк смђтрит на тeбј. 

в 1. in Locative БрЌтья Ѕгоря ИльичЌ живѓт в МосквЎ. 

 2. at Accusative Я был дђма в пјть. 

 3. on Accusative Что ты дЎлаешь в пјтницу? 

из from Genitive МЌша из Ђнглии. 

до until Genitive До свидЌния (neuter noun − NOM: свидЌние rendezvous)

у at, by Genitive А у тeбј? 
 
 

34.Б Asking/Stating Where Someone Comes From 
 Откѓда вы?  − Я из РоссЏи (1-2) 
 
The question is: Откѓда вы/онЌ/онЏ, etc.?  Откѓда is literally whence; from where 

The answer is: Я / онЌ / онЏ из (+ place in the Genitive) 
 
Remember: In Lesson 6, we stated that foreign names in -о, -у, -и, and -е do not decline (i.e., change endings, 
regardless of what Case it is).  Using place names after из is no exception:  МЌша из ОгЌйо / ЧЏли / Перѓ.  

 Form questions and answers: 
 
Example: СЌша (МосквЌ)      ➯     Откѓда СЌша?  СЌша из Москвѕ. 
 
1. Маша (МосквЌ) 2. Кђля (Минск) 3. НЏна (ЧикЌго) 4. ТамЌра (СибЏрь) 

5. ВЌня (ПЏттсбург) 6. ГЌля (ФрЌнция) 7. Ѕгорь (Владивостђк) 8. НЌдя (КЏев) 
9. ОлЎг (КанЌда) 10. СвЎта (Нью-Йђрк) 11. Сђня (РоссЏя) 12. Стёпа (ТеннессЏ) 

13. Вы (Перѓ) 14. ВЌши родЏтели  
(Рим Rome) 

15. Егђ отЎц (Нью-
ДжЎрси) 

16. Её мать (ИрлЌндия) 

 



34-й урок - ДомЌшнее задЌние 
 

 34-8 

 Exercise 1    Fill in the gaps.  There are a few nouns you may not have seen yet, but it 
shouldn’t matter: 

 

Nominative Singular Accusative Singular Genitive Singular Nom/Acc Plural 

  рюкзакЌ  

   местЌ 

 бумЌгу   

здЌние    

   бЌнки 

дверь    

 словЌрь   

  спЌльни  

 
 
 
 

 Exercise 2    Complete the sentences by putting something in the Genitive: 
 
1.  КлЏнтон  ____________________________________________________________________________

2.  В холодЏльнике тђлько ________________________________________________________________

3.  Откѓда вы?  Я  ________________________________________________________________________

4.  Вы вЏдели женѓ ______________________________________________________________________

5.  СакрамЎнто столЏца (capital)  _____________________________________________________________

6.  Я купЏл  ______________________________________________________________________________
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 Exercise 3    Put the noun in the correct Case.  Everything is possible: 
 
1.  Почемѓ он смђтрит на (мој женЌ) _______________________________________________________

2.  ИкрЌ на (стол)  _______________________________________ 

3.  Мы живём в (ФиладЎльфия)  _______________________________________________________ 

4.  ГрЏша из (СибЏрь)  _________________________________________________ 

5.  До (свидЌние)  __________________________________________________ 

6.  А у (ВитЌлик) ___________________________________________________ ? 

 


