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Dialogue: А: “What day is today?” Б: “What are 
you doing this Friday?” 

Grammar: Days of the week 
 -  Expressing the day of the week 
 -  Expressing on + day of the week 
 Another use of the Accusative: playing 

sports 

Диалђги 
 

А. Какђй сегђдня день?          What day is today? 
 
(Note that there are five people in this dialogue!) 
 

ВЏка: 1 Какђй сeгђдня дeнь? What day is today? 

Рђдя: 2 ВчерЌ был четвЎрг.  Сeгђдня пјтница. Today is Friday. 

ЛЌра: 3  
4 

Нeт, вчeрЌ бѕло воскрeсЎньe.  Сeгђдня 
понeдЎльник. 

No, yesterday was Sunday.  Today is Monday. 

СЌша: 5  
6 

О чём ты говорЏшь?  ЗЌвтра чeтвЎрг.  Сeгђдня 
срeдЌ. 

What are you talking about?  Tomorrow is 
Thursday.  Today is Wednesday. 

НЏна:  Ничегђ подђбного.  ВчерЌ былЌ суббђта.  
Сегђндя воскресЎнье.   

 

 
Б. Что ты дЎлаешь в іту пјтницу?          What are you doing this Friday? 
 
СлЌва: 7 Что ты дЎлаeшь в іту пјтницу? What are you doing this Friday? 

Лїба: 8  
9 

Я игрЌю в шЌхматы.  В суббђту ђчeнь вЌжный 
турнЏр. 

I’m playing chess.  On Saturday there’s a really 
important tournament. 

СлЌва: 10 
11
12
13
14 

А я дЌжe нe знал, что ты игрЌeшь в шЌхматы.  
КакЌя ты талЌнтливая.  ИгрЌeшь и в футбђл, и в 
баскeтбђл, и в хоккЎй, и в тЎннис, и в бeйсбђл, 
и в волeйбђл, и в гольф, и в сквош, и в 
шЌхматы.  Ничeгђ сeбЎ! 

I didn’t even know that you played chess.  You 
are so talented.  You play soccer and basketball 
and hockey and tennis and baseball and 
volleyball and golf and squash and chess.  I’m 
impressed! 

Лїба: 15 А в какЏe спортЏвныe Џгры ты игрЌeшь? What sports do you play? 

СлЌва: 16
17 

РЌньшe я игрЌл в тЎннис, но тeпЎрь мнe 
нЎкогда.  Я слѓшаю курс рѓсского языкЌ. 

I used to play tennis, but now I don’t have the 
time to.  I’m taking Russian. 

 
СловЌрь 
 
1 какђй сeгђдня дeнь? 

 день (е) M 
what day is today? 
  

5 зЌвтра tomorrow 
8 игрЌй+ в (+ACC) play a sport (don’t leave out the preposition!) 
8 шЌхматы chess (always plural in Russian) 
9 вЌжный important 
9 турнЏр tournament 
11 и … и … both … and … 
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11 футбђл soccer (American football is амeрикЌнский футбђл) 
12 баскeтбђл basketball 
12 хоккЎй hockey 
12 тЎннис tennis 
13 бeйсбђл baseball 
13 волeйбђл (Just one л in Russian.) volleyball 
13 гольф golf 
13 cквош squash 
15 в какЏe спортЏвныe Џгры 

[subject] игрЌй+ 
what sports does (Subject) play (learn this as a phrase) 

16 тeпЎрь now (as opposed to before) 
17 слѓшай+ курс take a course 

 
                     

 

30.А Days of the Week 
 Какђй сeгђдня дeнь? (1) 
  Listen and repeat: 
 

понeдЎльник Monday lit.: (first day) after the week 

втђрник Tuesday related to вторђй (second) 

срeдЌ Wednesday related to срЎдний (middle) 

чeтвЎрг Thursday related to чeтѕрe (four) 

пјтница Friday related to пять (five) 

суббђта Saturday related to Sabbath 

воскрeсЎньe Sunday related to воскресЎние (resurrection) 

 
Note that like nationalities and the personal pronoun я, the days of the week are not capitalized in Russian.   
 
A Russian week begins on понeдЎльник.  Don’t believe us?  Take a look a this authentic Russian calendar (All 
right, so the abbreviated days of the week are capitalized.  What are ya gonna do?): 
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30.А.1  Expressing the day of the week 
 
To ask what day it is today, use the phrase Какђй сегђдня день?  To respond, simply use the day of the week in 
the Nominative: 
 

− Какђй сегђдня день?     What day is today? 
 − Сeгђдня срeдЌ / втђрник / воскресЎнье, etc.  Today is Wednesday / Tuesday / Sunday, etc. 
 
 
To ask about tomorrow, ask Какђй дЎнь бѓдет (will be) зЌвтра?  To answer, the day is also in Nominative:  
 

− Какђй дЎнь бѓдет зЌвтра? 
− ЗЌвтра (бѓдет) суббђта / понедЎльник, etc.  Tomorrow (will be) Saturday / Monday, etc. 

 
 
Finally, to ask what day yesterday was, use Какђй дЎнь был вчерЌ?  Note that the Past of бы×+ is Masculine to 
agree with the subject день.  Likewise, when answering this question, the Past of бы×+ agrees in gender with the 
day: 
 

ВчeрЌ был понeдЎльник / втђрник / четвЎрг. 
        Masculine 

Yesterday was Monday, Tuesday, Thursday. 

ВчeрЌ бѕло воскрeсЎньe. 
           Neuter  

Yesterday was Sunday. 

ВчeрЌ былЌ средЌ / пјтница / суббђта. 
          Feminine  

Yesterday was Wednesday / Friday / Saturday. 

 
 
  Form question and give response: 
 
Example:     Какђй сeгђдня дeнь? (Wednesday)     ➯     ВчeрЌ был втђрник, знЌчит сeгђдня срeдЌ. 
 
 (Wednesday) (Friday) (Monday) (Thursday) (Sunday) (Saturday) (Tuesday) 
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30.A.2   Expressing on + day of the week 
 
The question On what day(s)? can be either Когда? or В какђй дeнь? or В какЏe дни?  In these constructions 
the preposition в is governing the Accusative. (Hey, we already know the Accusative Case.  What a coincidence.) 
 
Not surprisingly, to answer the question, use the prepostion в + the day in the Accusative: 
 
 

DAY OF THE WEEK ‘ON …’: В + ACC 
понeдЎльник Monday в понeдЎльник on Monday 

втђрник Tuesday во втђрник* on Tuesday 

срeдЌ Wednesday в срЎду** on Wednesday 

чeтвЎрг Thursday в чeтвЎрг on Thursday 

пјтница Friday в пјтницу on Friday 

суббђта Saturday в суббђту on Saturday 

воскрeсЎньe Sunday в воскрeсЎньe*** on Sunday 

 
 
Note: * The Cluster Buster in во втђрник. 
 ** The stress shift in в срЎду. 
 *** No pause between the two ‘в’s in в воскрeсЎньe.  Just pronounce one long [в]. 
 
 
  Listen and repeat: 
 
Example: Мы вЏдeли eгђ (Tuesday)     ➯     Мы вЏдeли eгђ во втђрник. 
 
1. Я игрЌю в шЌхматы (Wednesday, Friday, Tuesday) 

2. Он мѕлся (Monday, Thursday, Saturday) 

3. Что ты дЎлаешь (Sunday, Thursday, Wednesday)? 
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30.Б Another Use of the Accusative: Playing a Sport 
 Я игрЌю в шЌхматы (8) 
 
To say play football / basketball / chess, etc., use the phrase игрЌй+ в + sport in ACC.   
 

Мы игрЌем в тЎннис.    We’re playing tennis. 
Я люблю игрЌть в гольф.   I love to play golf. 
ВчерЌ ВЎра игрЌла в волейбђл.  Yesterday Vera played volleyball. 

 
*** Don’t forget the Preposition в!  (It’s a very common error.) *** 

 
 
 
To ask what sport a person plays, use the phrase В какЏе спортЏвные Џгры вы игрЌете? 
 
For now, avoid using the word спорт (the usage is rather tricky). 
 
  Say what sport the person play(ed).   
 
1. МЌйкл Джђрдан (retired) 

2. ГЌрри КаспЌров 

3. Бeйб Рут (dead) 
4. Пит СЌмпрас 

5. О.-Джeй СЏмпсон (retired) 

6. Ђнна Кѓрникова 

7. ШакЏл О’НЏл 
8. ЛЌрри Бёрд (retired) 

9. Уэйн ГрЎтцки (retired) 

10. Тайгер Вудс 

11. Кeн ГрЏффи МлЌдший 
12. Джон Љлуэй (retired) 
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 Exercise 1    Fill in the blanks with the appropriate day of the week.  Please be accurate: 
 
1. Сeгђдня _________________________________.  ВчерЌ был_______    _____________________________, 

а завтра _____________________________________ . 

2. В АмЎрикe обѕчно профeссионЌлы игрЌют в футбђл  _____________________________, а  

унивeрситЎты игрЌют  ________________________________________. 

3. В ПрЏнстонe, всe торчЌт (hang out) на «стрЏтe» _______________________________________. 

4. Мой любЏмый дeнь - ________________________________________________. 

5. Я обѕчно занимЌюсь _________________________________________________________________        
(or make the whole thing negative, if you wish.) 

 
 
 
 

 Exercise 2   Answer as truthfully as you wish (you don’t have to answer about each person): 
 

1. В какЏe спортЏвныe Џгры вы игрЌeтe?  ваш брат?  вЌша сeстрЌ?  ваш отЎц?  вЌша мать? 

_______________________________________________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________________________________ 

2. В какЏe спортЏвныe Џгры вы рЌньшe игрЌли?  а тeпЎрь?  

_______________________________________________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________________________________ 

3. В какЏe спортЏвныe Џгры вы хорошђ игрЌeтe?  плђхо?  

_______________________________________________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________________________________ 
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 Exercise 3    Translate into Russian: 
 

1. − What day is today?   − Yesterday was Saturday, so (it’s back in Lesson 5) today’s Sunday. 

_______________________________________________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________________________________ 

2. TGIF (actually Russians don’t have this expression, but translate it anyway) 

_______________________________________________________________________________________ 

3. − Where were you (Vera) on Sunday?  − I was sitting at home and watching TV. 

_______________________________________________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________________________________ 

 


