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Grammar:

“What can you do?”
The verb {cnu+/ cna+} sleep

Becs, Bcs, Bcé all; entire; whole
The Accusative of Time

Jmnanor
YTo xe pénatb? What can you do?

Ans: 1 | Kak TbI cman ceroias? How did you sleep last night?

Cepéxa: |2 |He cpammuBaii. S Bcro Houb 3anumancs. Cerdaus | Don't ask. I was studying all night. There’s a
3 | 9K3aMEH I10 PYCCKOMY SI3BIKY. Russian test today.

Ausi: 4 | Omsith 5K3aMeH 1o pycckomy! TBoit mpodéccop A Russian test again! Your professor is a real
5 | mpocro Haxan! Jjerk.

Cepéxa: |6 |HeroBopu. Ho uro ke néaatn? Tell me about it. But what can you do?

Ans: 7 | Tol ke Bcé Bpémst 3anuMacnibes. Kamkmyro You study all the time. Every Friday and
8 | mATHHUILY B cyOOOTY ThI CHIHIID B OUOJIHOTEKE U Saturday you sit in the library and study. You
9 |3aHumaciibcsa. Thl 3aHMMACIILCS BECh JICHD U study all day, every day. All morning, all day,
10 | kK&KOpIi neHb. Beé yTpo, Bech AcHDb, Bech BéuUep, | all evening, all night. What a nightmare!
11 | Bcto HOYb. Kakoit xommap!

CaoBapsb

1| {cma+/ cna+ }

sleep (related to soporific) (See below for conjugation)

2 BCCh

all; entire; whole (See discussion below)

2 HOYb

(very late) night (you can tell the gender) - roughly from 1AM-3AM otherwise
use the noun Béuep for ‘evening’ or ‘night’.

6 |4ToO e némarh

what can you do? (learn as a phrase)

7 | BCE BpéMms

all the time

BpEMSI time (This noun is Neuter! Don’t ask why ... yet. Just remember the phrase
Bcé Bpéms, which tells you that Bpéms is Neuter)
7 | k&x e every, each
8 | OubmmoTéKa library
10 | yTpO morning
10 | B&UEp evening; night - roughly 6PM-1AM
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pammaTuka

Lesson 31

31.A  The Verb {cnu+ / cna+} sleep

What is strange about the Present Tense conjugation of this double-stem verb? Do you remember what we said
about the Present Tense of all double-stem verbs? What type of letter do they all end in? Does this verb follow

this rule? Be prepared to make an intelligent comment in class ©.

STEM: cui+ STEM: cna+

PRESENT TENSE PAST TENSE

Pl *CILIIO MBI CIIUM s, TBI, OH, Mapk cran
THI CITUIIIb BBI CIIUTE (oHO) CIano
OH/a  cIuT OHHU CITST s1, ThI, OH4, Bépa crana
MBI, BbI, OHH CITAIH
INFINITIVE

CIIaTh

* Another example of labial mutation: m > mi".

How languages differ: Kak To1 cnian cecoona? vs. How did you sleep last night?

)

This is another example of an unpredictable difference between Russian and English. We’ll
always be sure to point out things like this. So if a Russian asks you “How you sleeped
today?” just smile, correct his mistakes, and tell him it’s none of his business anyway.

% Answer the questions based on the prompt:

Example: Kaxk Bl criamu cerousa? © [ A Guens xopowé cnand.
© ouens xXopomId © rax ce6é ® mnoxo

Kax bl (Bépa) cnamu cerdmusa? ©)

Kak BbI 00BIYHO crinTe? @

Kak cniut Bam otéir? @ A Bama mMaTh? @
Kak Bépa cniana cerogusa? @

Kak crsit TBO co6axu? @)

S O

Kak tBo# komku cranu ceroausn? ©) (Are there any cats that don’t sleep well?)
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31-1 ypok Grammar

31.b Bechb (e), Bcé, Bes, all; entire; whole

This is another word like mo#i, TBoIi, HaL, i.e. it “feels” like an Adjecitve but takes Noun endings (so far). If you
noticed the cluster buster appearing in the Masculine form, then you can probably guess that the stem is Becb+ (€).
When any endings are added ({A}, {O}, {U}, etc.), the soft-indicating vowel letter must be used — to indicate the
softness of the stem-final ¢".

NOMINATIVE ACCUSATIVE
M BECH BECH (inanimate)
N BCE BCE
F BCs BCIO
? Question: Judging from the Masculine Singular, the first letter ‘B’ is a soft consonant,

after all, the Cluster Buster is ‘e’, which normally indicates a preceding soft
consonant. Why don’t all the other forms have the stem Bbc"+ ?

Answer: Very good point. We saw this same problem in Lesson 26 when we first
discussed cluster busters. We can tell you that the B is, in fact, still soft even
though no soft-sign appears after it. The softness is maintained even through
the c.

For now, we’ll be using only the Accusative Singular forms of Bech+ (€). Some examples:

Mémra He cMOTpéna Bech (HIbM. Masha didn’t watch the whole / entire movie.
Koéns ne xoTén 9uTaTh BCé MUCHLMO. Kolya didn’t want to read the whole / entire letter.
Sl 10BOIBHO XOPOIIO 3HAIO BCIO KHUTY. I know the whole / entire book quite well.

Accusative Bech / Bcé / Bero are also found in time expressions, which we discuss directly below.

31.B The Accusative of Time

A BCo HOYb 3aHMMarcs. (2); Tl K&xayt NATHULY 1 cybb0Ty cuagniib B bubnuotéke (7-8)

So far we’ve seen the Accusative Case used:

1) for direct objects of verbs (OH Ky KHATY)

2) after certain Verb + Prepositions combinations (OHa cMOTpuT Ha Miimy; S urpéio B ¢pyT60.1).
3) to indicate on which day (B cpény, BO BTOpHHK)

4) to indicate at a certain time (B AT, B 4Yac, B Ba doesn 't become 6 08y)
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Mpammarumka Lesson 31

In this lesson we see a rather strange use of the Accusative: the Accusative of Time. When indicating either zow
long or how often you did/do/will do something, the time phrase goes into the Accusative:

HOW LONG: Bech; 1IENBIH all, whole

HOW OFTEN: Kbl every

Bépa Bech 1IeHb cCMOTpETa TEIEBU30D.
Vera watched TV all day.

Mara BCo HOYb 3aHUMAJIACh.
Masha studied all night.

Hvina uénslii roa yurinacs B Mocksé
Nina studied in Moscow for a whole year.

Miimia ka:kayr cpéay TaHIyeT B Oape.
Misha dances in a bar every Wednesday.

S kaxkmoe yTpo MOIKOCE.
1 bathe every morning.

? : Question: Why is the Accusative used for this? There doesn’t seem to be any direct
object or directionality involved.

saw you rolling your eyes up.

g@ MepeBeanTe Ha PYCCKUNA:

1. They play chess every Friday.

3. 1 want to study (different verb than in 2) a whole
year in Petersburg.

5. She sleeps all the time.
7. He was in (at) the library all day.

9. She was lying on the couch and watching TV all
morning.

Answer: You know, you ask a lot of questions. But this is actually a good one. In fact,
since you asked, we can tell you that many linguists (people who go around
talking to themselves all day) don’t have a really great explanation for the
Accusative here either. If you’re really good, we may even give you the
names of several theoretical articles about this very question. Forget it, we

Vera studied all night.
They drink vodka every day.

Every morning I play tennis.

What did they do every evening when they were in
Moscow?

10. He works in a restaurant every Sunday.
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31-1 ypok - lomawHee 3agaHue

&S Exercise 1  Fill in the doubly underlined blanks with the correct form of the verb sleep and the
remaining blanks with an adverb (or phrase). Be as truthful as you wish:

1. OOBI4HO 5

2. CerOmus g

3. 5 Ov1 xOTéN

4. Bépa 00BYHO OUEHB MIOX0 , a e€ 1éTH XopomuId

5. Korzaa mer 66Ut B Poccru, MBI TIOXO . Jloma MBI XO0porIo.

2< Exercise2 List4 ‘environments’ we have seen the Accusative Case used in. Provide an
example for each:

&S Exercise 3  Fill in with a time expression that makes sense:

1. Mama TaHIyeT B Oape.

2. S cman/a

3. S mor0ch

4. Amns HE cnana, mOTOMY 4TO OHA 3aHUMAJIACK.

5. Hukro6 He X0Tén YuTATH (the entire) KHUTY. (just testing if you read the examples)

6. Ham cbiH cMOTPHUT TeNeBU30p
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2S Exercise 4 Translate into Russian:

1. — Kolya, how did you sleep last night? — So-so.

2. — There’s a Russian test tomorrow.
— A Russian test again!?
— What can you do?
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