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Ovanoru:
[pammatuka: The Genitive Singular of nouns

A: “I'm from America”
b: “That's Vadik’s beer”

- Forms

- Uses of the Genitive: of, possession

- The ’Frozen’ Genitive

- Prepositions used with the Genitive
Asking/stating where a person is from

Jnanorn
A. 370 xe nuBo Baguka That’s Vadik’s beer
HNnsoma: (1 | S ronéaupiii. Uto B X0monuibHAKE? I'm hungry. What's in the fridge?
Mapnna: (2 | He 3nar0. [MocmoTpn. I don’t know. Take a look.
HNnsoma: 3 | (Cuompum 6 xonoounvruke) 3aech KycOK (Looks in the fridge) There’s a piece of
4 | KoJIOACKI, MOJI-0aHAHA, DAHKA UKPBI U OYTBUIKA | sausage, half a banana, a jar of caviar, and a
5 | muBa. bottle of beer.
(Takes the nueo and starts to drink it.) (Takes the beer and starts to drink it.)
Mapina: (6 | YUrto ThI génacnin? 10 ke niBo Bamuka. What are you doing? That’s Vadik’s beer.
Wmoma: (7 |Hy muro? A xrto oH? Ilpe3mpéHt AMépuku, uto | So what? Who's he, the president of the United
8 | mu? States or something?
b. A n3 AMépuku I’'m from America
Hyna: 9 | OTkyna BeI? Where are you from?

Baguk: |10

S u3 Poccnu, nz Cudripu. A BbI?

I'm from Russia, from Siberia. And you?

Hyina: 11

S u3 Amépuku, u3 [IpraHcToHa. DTO HEOOJIBIIOH
ropoja B mrare Hero-J[xépcu.

I'm from America, from Princeton. It’s a small
city in (the state of) New Jersey.

Baguk: |13

Ipasaa? Mos OpiBIIast moapyra, KOTOpast

Really? My ex-girlfriend, who recently dumped

14 | HemABHO OpOcmiTa MeHsI, U3 mraTa [leHCUneBAHMS. | me, is from (the state of) Pennsylvania. She’s
15 | Ona u3 Gunanénphuu. from Philadelphia.
14
CioBapnb
1 | romoaHbIH hungry

2 | mocMoTpH

take a look (Another Imperative—like m3Buan—which we haven’t covered yet.)

3 | kycok’ (0)

piece

4 | xombaca

sausage; mystery meat

4 | mon-; monouna + GEN half

4 | OaHaH banana (Masculine in Russian.)
4 | OaHKa Jar

4 | MKpa caviar

5 | OyThUIKA bottle
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7 | mpe3unéHr

president

9 |oTKyna BbI/ OHA / OHH?
OTKyza

where are you / she / they from?

from where; whence

10 |u3 (+ GEN)

from

10 | Cubups (F)

Siberia (note that it has a ‘feminine’ ending in English: ia)

12 | TOpoa city (Jlenuurpan means ‘Lenin’s city’)

12 | mwrar state (of the U.S.)

13 | mpéaBna? really? (lit.: (the) truth, like the newspaper)

14 | HEIABHO recently (Notice the different stress than in 7aBHO.)
> > >

34.A The Genitive Case (PoautenbHbin Magéx)

Our 3" Case, the Genitive, is the most “flexible» case in Russian. The Genitive is used for everything from
possession to negation to “source” to quantification (to name just a few).

34.A.1 Forms: Nouns

Genitive Singular: Nouns

NOMINATIVE GENITIVE
MASCULINE AND NEUTER
{A} (a/9)
x11€0 xiéba
CJIOBAPH cioBaps
M1BO n1Ba
TéHUN TréHUs
o01mexxnuTHe 0O0LIEXUTHUSA
FEMININE
{1} (b1/ n)
MaIlliHa MaIIAHBI
ECHS NECHU
¢ororpadus ¢ororpadun
Muts Mt
Jomans JI01magu

We saw the Masculine Genitive ending in the phrase Beicokoro pocra of tall height (Nominative is pocr).
Kypc pycckoro si3pika, KXl cxOmuT ¢ yMa o-csoemy (We’ll see later on that the Preposition c takes the

Genitive — sometimes.)

Masculine names and persons in {A} also go to {l}, as we see in the penultimate example under the Feminine
Nouns: Muts > Mutu ([Iyima > JluMmel, etc.)
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34.A.1a Genitive Singular vs. Nominative Plural of Neuter and Feminine Nouns

Note that the Feminine and Neuter Genitive Singular look exactly like their respective Nominative Plural forms
(the Case should be clear from context). Sometimes, however, the stress will be different - the Genitive Singular
will always have the same stress as the Nominative Singular, whereas the Nominative Plural may have different
stress. Some of these nouns are:

NoMm SG GENITIVE SINGULAR Nom PL
KeHA JKEHBI WKEHBI
cecTpa CECTPHI cécTphl
MMUCHMO MHUChMa MAChMa
cépaue heart cépaua cepaua

Therefore, for all Neuter and Feminine shifting-stress nouns, you can tell the difference between the Genitive
Singular and Nominative Plural by their stress.

34.A.2 Uses of the Genitive
e The English preposition of

Russian uses the Genitive (with no preposition) in many instances that would be expressed in English with the
preposition of:

Mpe3uaeHT AMEPUKH the president of America
OyTBUIKa MABa a bottle of beer

KyCOK KOJIOAchl a piece of sausage
moyi-0aHaHa half (of) a banana
cromvna OpaHumu (for reference) the capital of France

@ Transform the sentences as in the example. Our apologies for any political inaccuracies:

Example: On amepukanckuii npe3uaént (Amépuxa) [ Own npesudénm Amépuxu.

OH4 aMepUKAHCKUH TIPE3UICHT.

Krto dpanmysckuit npesuneut? (Opanims)
EnbuuH PYCCKUH MPE3UIEHT.

Moii Opat kanaackuii npe3uaeHt. (Kanana)

Mosi cectpa tamnanackuii npe3uneHr. (Tammanm)
On nepyaunckuii npesunéut? (Ilepy) any change
Omna muBanckuii npe3unéur. (Jlusan Lebanon)
Moit otén kopetickuii npe3uneHt. (Kopés)

Most MaTh Oenbruiickuii mpe3uacur. (bémprus)

= 0 % N U AW

0. S xwuraiickuii npe3nnénr. (Kurair)
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g@ Announce what you found in the refrigerator:

Example: bottle of beer  [] 30ecy méavko 6ymuiaxa niisa.

1. bottle of wine 2. half (of) a banana 3. small piece of bread

4. Dbottle of juice 5. jar of mustard ropuiuna 6. large piece of sausage

7. half (of) a sandwich 0yrepopoa 8. jar of caviar 9. bottle of milk

10. piece of soap 11. jar of honey mén 12. bottle of cognac KoHBSIK end-

stressed!

o Possession miBo Bajuka; Mamida akTépa

Up to now we have formed possessions from first names ending in -{A} with the suffix -un- + the appropriate
ending:

Miymwms Opar MrumuHa cectpa MHUmuHo TUBO Mumussl AETH MumuHy xeHy, etc.
Misha’s brother Misha’s sister Misha’s beer Misha’s kids Misha’s wife (ACC)
There are 2 problems with this:

1) not all first names end in -{A} (e.g., Banuk, ﬂropb, Bnagnmup, Pobepr, etc.)

2) not all possession involves first names (the president’s car; my sister’s cat; that angry guy’s cappuccino;

Paviov’s dog)

In these cases we use the Genitive — always following the noun — to express possession. Examples:

n1iBo Buranuka Vitalik’s beer

J104b Hropﬂ Igor’s daughter

MaIIiHa MPe3nuaEHTa the president’s car

xeHa ['opa Gore’s wife

OaHaH erd cecTpsbl his sister’s banana

cobaka Bépwl [1aB10BHBI Vera Paviovna’s dog

BoaKa Boprica Hukonmiesnua Enbrna Boris Nikolaevich Yeltsin’s vodka

We’ll cover the Genitive forms of Adjectives in the next lesson so you’ll be able to say things like Hey, that’s my
younger brother’s nosering.
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Note that now we have 3 ways to express possession:

1. POSSESSIVE PRONOUNS
Agree in CNG with noun'

Mo OaHaH

my banana

TBOSI PYUKa; TBOK PYUKY
your pen

Bale re4éHne
your cookie

HAIIM II0JIOTSHIIA
our towels

2. FIRST NAMES IN -{A}

3WHMH OaHaH

Zina’s banana

[Iypuna pyuka; [HypuHy pydky
Shura’s pen

TTammHo neyéune
Pasha’s cookie

PrTuHb! monorénna
Rita’s towels

-uH-, also agree with the Noun

3.NOUNS & MISC. NAMES
Genitive Case

6anan Bépel BAKTOPOBHBI
Vera Victorovna’s banana
pyuka ['6pa; pyuky ['6pa
Gore’s pen

neyéunpe Bannka
Vadik’s cookie

MOJIOTEHIIA TPE3UAEHTA
the president’s towels

= For some reason, students often want to transform even the possessive pronouns into Genitive |
| and even put them after the noun. Please don’t do this. Thanks.

% Say whose thing it is:

Example: PIOK34K (Mmy)

kuura (I'ed)
ponurenu (JIrona)

1. mammHa (president)

4. orén (AHHa [TaBmoBHa)
7. coiH (his)

10. miceMa (my)

13. cmanpHs (AHL6CpT T'op)

L] Omo moti proK3dx.
] Omo kuuea I'réoa.
L] Omo JIiooumnvl poovimenu.

2. momoréHia (our)

5. néru (their)

8. KoT (Onbra JmuTprueBHa)
11. mMosok6 (Mapk)

14. xommakt-aucku (her sister)

3. xapangam (Brika)
6. o4k (AHTOH)
9. Tenesuzop (JIroba)
12. miBo (Muia)

15. 6partes (our)

Can you guess an exception to this? Which possesswe pronouns have we told you NEVER change no matter what the
gender or number of the noun? If you said the 3™ person possessives: ero, e€, Hx, Bbl, HABEPHO, FGHHIA.
Just as the -un- possessives have Nominative and Accusative endings, so do they have Genitive endings, which we will

learn in the next lesson.
3

Note that if you have a first name in -{A} (Bépa) plus a patronymic (BiikTopoBHa), you zave to use the Genitive

strate%z: BéBbl BﬁKTOEOBHM :not BéB“H BﬁKTOBOBHLI:.
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34.A.3 The ‘Frozen’ Genitive

The Noun that is in the Genitive (the of~noun) never changes, regardless of what case the ‘head’ noun is in:

\/ \%

Tam 6puta xena I'épa. A mobato xeny I'dpa. — The noun I'opa is Genitive regardless of
NOM GEN ACC  Still GEN the Case of the head noun scend
Gore’s wife was there. 1 love Gore’s wife

\/ \%

Ha cToné 6putd OyThUIKa BHMHA. A xyman Oyreuiky BHHA. — The noun eund is Genitive regardless of
NOM GEN AcCC Still GEN  the Case of the head noun Gymulika

There was a bottle of wine on the table. I bought a bottle of wine

We will call this the ‘Frozen’ Genitive.

On the other hand, regular possessives and possessives of names in -{A} do match the case of the head noun:

Tam ObuTA MOS1  KEHA. S o060 MOK0  JKEHY — The possessive moii changes Case with
NOM NOM ACC ACC the head noun scend

My wife was there. 1 love my wife

Tam 6puTA HpHHa J04b. NOM S Bugena HpHHy JI0Yb. - Pipun-, derived from a name in -{A},
NOM Acc ACC changes Case with the head noun 0ous

Ira's daughter was there. 1 saw Ira'’s daughter.

% Put the noun phrases in the correct form. Use the verb phrase Ml Bugenu:

Mzt Bugenu (your/Clinton’s wife)  [1  Mul sridenu meotd sceny. Mot srioenu sceny Kninmona.

1. his/Vladimir’s wife 2. their/the professor’s car 3. their/the president’s dog

4. her/her sister’s coat 5. Zina’s/her sister 6. Vitalik’s sister

7. a/my bottle of wine 8. a/our my jar of caviar 9. vyour (Formal)/Ivan’s letter
34.A4 Prepositions used with the Genitive

We have now seen 3 prepositions that take the Genitive. Two of them we’ve known for quite a while, but just
didn’t realize they govern the Genitive: y at; by, e.g., ay Teosi? (as we will soon find out, Te6st is the Genitive
form of TwI), and mo until; up to, e.g., no cBuaanus, literally until a rendezvous. The third one, introduced in this
lesson, is u3 from.
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___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________]

When you learn a preposition you need to learn: 1) the meaning (duh); and 2) what case it governs (i.e., ‘takes’).
Prepositions take the Genitive more than any other case, so if you’re ever in Vegas and about to wager your
tuition at the Case Roulette Table, put your money on Genitive. Still, there are lots of prepositions that take other
cases. And some prepositions take more than one case, depending on the meaning.

Here are examples of all prepositions we’ve seen so far, including the ones that take the Genitive:

PREPOSTION / CASE EXAMPLE
MEANING
HA 1. on, at Locative Yackpl JIEXKAT Ha CTOJNE.
2. at Accusative DTOT CTPAHHBIN YeTOBEK CMOTPHT Ha TEOS.
s L Locative Bpatsa Vrops Mnbwad xcnsyr s Mockeé,
2. at Accusative S1 Ob1 1OMA B OATH.
3.0n Accusative UYro ThI AéNaenib B MSITHAILY ?
W from Genitive Méwa w3 Awrman.
0wl Genitive Jlo cnimus (neuter noun — NOM: cenndnue rendezvous)
y o oaby Genitive Ayre6s?
346 Asking/Stating Where Someone Comes From

Otkyna Bbl? — A us Poccuu (1-2)

The question is: OTkyaa Bbl/oHA/0HNA, etc.? Otkyna is literally whence, from where

The answer is: 51 / ona / onit m3 (+ place in the Genitive)

Remember: In Lesson 6, we stated that foreign names in -0, -y, -u, and -e do not decline (i.e., change endings,
regardless of what Case it is). Using place names after u3 is no exception: Mama u3 Oraiio / Uvmu / [1epy.

@ Form questions and answers:

Example: Cama (MockBa) [ Omxyoa Cawa? Cdwa uz Mockebi.

1. Mama (Mocksd) 2. Kons (MuHck) 3. Huna (Yukaro) 4. Tamapa (Cubupn)

5. Bans (ITattcOypr) 6. Téans (Opanmws) 7. Hropb (BnamuBoctox) 8. Hans (Kiies)

9. Omnér (Kanana) 10. Caéra (Hpro-MopK) 11. Cons (Poccrs) 12. Créna (Tenneccn)

13. Bur (Ilepy) 14. Béamm poaurenn 15. Ero6 oréu (Horo- 16. E€ maTs (Mpnanrmus)
(Pum Rome) Jxépcen)
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,@f Exercise 1  Fill in the gaps. There are a few nouns you may not have seen yet, but it
shouldn’t matter:

Nominative Singular Accusative Singular Genitive Singular Nom/Acc Plural
pIOK3aKa
MecTa
Oymary
3I4HUE
0aHKH
JIBEpPb
CIIOBAPH
CHANBHA

2< Exercise2 Complete the sentences by putting something in the Genitive:

1. Kminron

3. Otkyna Be1? S

B xonoainsHUKE TOIBKO

4. Br1 BAAETH KEeHY

6. S xyn

Cakpaménro cronuna (capital)
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,@f Exercise 3  Put the noun in the correct Case. Everything is possible:

1. ITouemy oH cMOTPHUT Ha (MOS )KEHA)
2. Hkpa Ha (cTou)
3. Me1 xuBéM B (Ormanénbdus)

4. I'prna u3 (Cubrpp)

5. o (cBunanue)

6. A y (Butanuk) ?
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