Dialogue:

[leanuarh BOCHMOA ypoK, | e

Lessox{ Twé ight

“I'm not looking at anyone”

The Accusative of personal pronouns

Prepositions and Case

The H- at the beginning of (H)erd, (H)eé,
(H)nx

Prepositions and negation

Jmnanor

A HM Ha KOrd He CMOTPIO I'm not looking at anyone

1 (B napxe)

(In a park)

I'pama: (2 |Ilo-m6emMy, 3TOT TApeHs CMOTPHT HA Teds.

1 think that guy is looking at you.

Baps: 3 | O uém 161 TOBOpHIIE? OH CMOTPHT HE HAa MEHSI.

What are you talking about? He'’s not looking
at me.

I'pama: |4 | A Ha kor6 on cmotput? Ha Mamry?

Then who is he looking at? At Masha?

Bapsa: 5 |Her. Huktd HUKOTrIA HE CMOTPHUT Ha HeE.

No. Nobody ever looks at her.

I'pama: |6 |Her, oH TO4HO cMOTPHT Ha HAC.

He’s definitely looking at us.

(they walk up to him)

Bapsa: 7 | Ha kor6 BbI cmOTpuTe? Ha mMeHst winu Ha Herd?
8 | ITouemy BBI cMOTpHTE Ha Hac? MBI Bac HE 3HAEM.

(they walk up to him)

Who are you looking at? At me or at him. Why
are you looking at us? We don’t know you.

Hropb: |9 | O uém BBl ToBOpHUTE? S HE cMOTpEN Ha Bac. Sl HU
10 | Ha Kord He cMOTpro. S cienodi.

What are you talking about? I wasn’t looking
at you. I'm not looking at anyone. I'm blind.

Baps: 11 | O#, m3BuHUTE, paau bora. Oh, were really sorry.
r
CioBapnb
2 |cmotp@+ Ha (kord/uTo) look at (+ accusative)
2 | Tebs you (accusative of Tbr)
3 | MeHs me (accusative of s)
4 | KOro who(m) (accusative of KTo)
5 | (m)eé her (accusative of oua)
6 |TOUHO exactly, definitely; without a doubt
6 |Hac us (accusative of MbI)
7 | (w)erd him (accusative of on/6)
8 |Bac v’all; you (accusative of BbI)
> > >
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28-1 ypok pammaTuka

28.A Accusative Personal Pronouns

We actually saw the majority of the accusative pronouns when we learned how to ask/state someone’s name.
(That’s because 30BYT they call is a transitive verb, i.e. it takes an accusative direct object.) Recall the forms:

Kak Bac/Te0si 30ByT? lit.: How do they call you?
Mensi 30ByT Cama. lit.: They call me Sasha.
Kak eré 3oByT? lit.: How do they call him?
Eé 30ByT Jlapa. lit.: They call her Lara.

Here’s the entire list of accusative pronouns:

NOMINATIVE ACCUSATIVE
s I MEHSI me
TBI you TeOs you
OH; OHO he;, it (H)ero him; it
OHA she (H)eé her, it
MBI we HacC us
BbI Yyou (formal; p)) | BaC You (formal; pl)
OHU they (H)ux them
KTO who KOTO who(m)
HHUKTO no one HUKOI'O no one
41O what 4TO what
HHUYETO nothing HUYETO nothing
HUYTO (avoid
for now)

e

? : Question: What’s the deal with the (u) at the beginning of all the 3™ person pronouns: :
i (n)ero, (u)eé, (H)ux? i
| |
E_Answer: We’ll get to that below, but thanks for asking. |

Rt

g@ Complete the sentences. You may want to listen to the whole thing first and then go back:

Mama sunut (me, you (sg), them, him, us, her, y’all, Vera, my wife, Gosha’s daughter,
whom?, no one, what?, nothing)
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Mpammarumka Lesson 28

28.A.1 Pronouns Can ‘Replace’ Things As Well As People

How should the phrase 51 er6 Tepnérb He Mory be translated? Most English speakers’ first instinct is / can 't
stand him. This is certainly correct, but it could also be I can 't stand it, where the pronoun eré has “replaced” a
(masculine gender) thing (auck, xxypHamn, puiasM), not a person. You need to get used to the fact that “it” is not
(necessarily) neuter in Russian; it just depends on the inherent gender of the noun.

Note the animacy does not affect accusative pronouns. So, while we still can’t say I loathe my Russian professor,
we can say [ loathe him as well as I loathe it (the CD).

While we’re talking about pronouns, we should also remind you that the strong tendency is for pronouns to
precede the verb (whereas full nouns often follow the verb). Again, it’s not “wrong” to say 51 Bi:Kky eé, but this
word order would sound “odd” to a Russian. There would have to be some reason to put the pronoun after the
verb.

@ Replace the direct object with a pronoun:

Example: Mb1 Bizienn uHTepéCHbIE 314K [ | Mol ux stidenu.

1. Huna He BUena Hame HOBOE JIEPEBO. 2. 4 tepnéth HE MOTY ATY Ta3€Ty.

3. S He 3HAIO ATU IIECHU. 4. Jlima xynui 3ToT Juck B MOCKBE.
5. Tl BUDUIIB 3Ty AEBYMIKY? 6. Kro xynwn 3t nonoténna?

7. Kro xduer 310 neuéHne? 8. S Tepnérh He Mory Mumty.

28.b Prepositions and Case

A cmoTpro Ha Mywy vs. Bépa nexuTt Ha gusaHe

In addition to marking the direct object following a transitive verb (I'dnsa kKyniaa mamiHy), the accusative can
also be found on nouns following certain “phrasal verbs” (verb + preposition). In the dialogue we see cMoTpé+
Ha look at, which “governs” (a technical term) the accusative case. Earlier we saw the same preposition Ha
governing another case, the locative (indicating location): Kuwira na croné. The book is on the table; 51 nexy na
KpoBATH. [ am lying on the bed.

So, how can you tell what case a preposition will take? Basically, there’s no perfect way to predict. A single
preposition can have several different meanings, and govern several different cases. It’s no better in English, as
seen here with the preposition for:

I bought a blue dress for Monica.

I went there for a week.

He did it for kicks.

We leave for Moscow tomorrow.

I got an electric bill for $6000 last month.
It’s warm for December.
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______________________________________________________________________________|
Obviously, each for has a completely different meaning, but of course in English you don’t have to worry about

case. Not so in Russian ®. Therefore, we suggest that for each verb + preposition you include in your cards a
complete phrase, such as Quér cméTpuT Ha Mamy; Knira jexaT Ha cToJ1é.

Hint of things to come: In the case of cMoTpé~+ Ha, there is a general principle: Verbs indicating motion (which,
to a Russian, cmoTpé+ Ha does) often take a preposition together with the accusative. But many other instances
of prepositions governing the accusative do not involve motion.

28.B  The (H) at the Beginning of (H)ElO, (H)EE, (H)UX

So, what is up with the (u) in (H)ero, (n)eé, (m)mx? Whenever any of these three Accusative pronouns (which just
happen to look like the possessives) are preceded by a preposition, you must stick on an H-. When these
Accusative pronouns follow a bare verb, with no preposition, you don’t need the u-.

When ero, eé, nx are used as possessives, no H- is added, even after a preposition. Compare:

g@ Listen and repeat the examples +H.

3*” PERSON ACCUSATIVE PRONOUN 3% PERSON POSSESSIVE
(with H- only after a preposition) (no -, even after a preposition)
Hyvina sigur ero. Nina sees him. Hyina Bigur eroé quBaH. Nina sees his couch.

Hvina cMOTpUT Ha Herd. Nina is looking at him. | Hina cMOTpUT Ha [eré quBAH]. Nina is looking at his couch.

S By eé. 1 see her. S BrKy e€ KOmKy. I see her cat.
A cMoTpro Ha Heé. I am looking at her. S cmoTpio Ha [e€ KOmIKY]. I am looking at her cat.
Kto suaut nx? Who sees them? Kro Buaur ux 3panue? Who sees their building?

Kto cMOTpUT Ha HMX? Who is looking at them? | KTo cMOTpUT H@éHI/Ie]? Who is looking at their building?

@ Put the direct object in the correct form:

Example: Mars kOpmut (oud) [ Mamb képmum eé.

1. Tsl BAIUIIB (OH) 2. 4 cmotpro Ha (0HA)

3. Sl mob6io (erd cecTpa) 4. Mama cMOTpUT Ha (OHH)

5. Huktd HEe moHUMAET (OHA) 6. Mpl He TOMHUM (€€ KOITKa)

7. MbeI mf06uM (BBI) 8. S cmoTpén Ha (erd cectpa)

9. Ilouemy BBI He cymiaere (OHH) 10. KaTst cMOTpHT Ha (UX JOIIA]H)
11. Wnroma mfobut (T6I) 12. 30s unréer (erd xypHai)

13. Ount cMotpénu Ha (OH) 14. Ha (kt0) BEI cMOTpHTE?
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______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________|]

28.I Prepositions and Negation

A HM Ha kord He cmoTplo. (8-9)

In Lesson 25 we discussed negation and question words, where we saw that Russian negates the verb itself with
the negative particle He (separate from the verb), while all other elements (derived from question words) attach
HU. Only logic, not the grammar, limits the number of possible Hu-words:

HukTd HUKOTN4 HUTIE HE padoTaeT. No one ever works anywhere.

What about when a preposition is involved, for example in a negative answer to questions like Ha koro on
cMOTpuT? or O 4ém oH ropoput?

The relationship between a preposition and its complement (the noun that follows) is very special. Nothing (we
repeat, nothing!) can come between a preposition and its complement. So, to give a negative response to a
question containing a prepositional phrase (Ha koré, o 4ém), place Hm —as a separate word— in front of the
prepositional phrase. Keep the prepositional phrase in tact at all times! As a result a Hu-word may get “broken
up.” For example, Hukoro ‘becomes’ Hu Ha kor6é when the preposition is present.

Here is a summary of the forms of various ‘Q-words’:

Q WORD NEGATED Q WORD | NEGATED (Q WORD with cmorpd+ na:
(In the Accusative) (Add Hm-) Ha intervenes
KOTO who HUKOTO 1o one HU Ha KOTO at no one
4TO what HHUYETO nothing HU Ha 4TO* at nothing
* note that we use ‘umo’, not ‘vezo’

Many students want to put the preposition first, followed by Hukoro, but this is simply a mistake in Russian.

% Listen and repeat:

SUBJECT + HU + (PREP.+) Q WORD + HE + REST OF VERB PHRASE

Mama HHKOTO HE JTIO0HT. Masha doesn’t love anyone.

Bamim HUKOT/TA HE CITYIIACT PAIIHO. Vadim never listens to the radio.
Ko HHTIE HE KUBET. Kolya doesn’t live anywhere.

\Y13i HU Ha KOTO HE CMOTPHUM. We aren’t looking at anyone.

Harama HH Ha 4TO HE CMOTPHT. Natasha isn’t looking at anything.
Hnma HHA Y Koro' HE JKUBET Dima doesn’t live with anyone.

A HU 0 4éM’ HE JTyMalo. I’'m not thinking about anything.
Huxto HUYEro u° HH 0 4éM HE 3HAET. No one knows anything about anything.

! This is the same y, meaning with, which we saw in the phrase A y Bac?
? Recall 0 uém is from the phrase O uém TeI roBopumb? About what are you talking?

3 For some reason, Russian (more or less) reﬂuires this u, which is not Eresent in the English. Don’t wog about this.
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Answer in the negative. Remember: be sure not to put the Hu after the preposition. (These
sentences contain both prepositional phrases and “bare” direct objects):

Uro Mumra nénaer? Ha xor6 T cMOTpHIIH?

Kor6 nro6ut Pura?

2

O 4éM THI TyMaemnb? 4. T'nme ouw XuByT?
Ha xor6 on moxox (resemble)? 6
8

O yémM oHU TOBOPAT? Kto cmOTpuT Ha Mty ?

e

Korna u rae 3agumaercs Mumma? 10. C kem (with whom) Ons taniyer? (We haven't
seen these forms, but you should be able to answer
this based on the cue.)
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&S Exercise 1  Fill in the correct form of the nouns and pronouns:

1.

10.

11.

12.

13.

14.

15.

Miitia mroout

(oHa)
Huxktd He monnMaeT
()
JI€ns cMOTpHT Ha
(MBI)
51 He MOMHIO
(BBI)
Ona HE JIFO0UT.
(HUKTO)
Kak 30ByT?
(TBI)
[Touemy Onst CMOTPHUT Ha ?
(om)
Ha THI CMOTPHIIB?
(uro)
A cmoTpro Ha
(onn)

Kocts nroout?

(xT0)

sroout Kocrio?

(xT0)

ToI BUOUIIE

(FOpuna cectpa)

S1 He moHUMAIO

(e€ mama)

Ms1 cMoTpénu Ha

(nx 3n4HUE)

Kons sirobuncs B (fall in love with + accusative)

(er6 moup)
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2 Exercise2 Form questions and answers with the following verbs. Make at least 3 answers
negative in some way.

Examples: CMOTp&+ Ha [] Ha ko026 mot cmompuwn? A cmompio na Bépy.
aymaii+ o uém [ O yém mot Oymaewn? A Hu 0 uém He Oymar.
1. o6+

2. TOHUMA+

<
3. cMmoTpé+ Ha

4. mOMHU+

5. BUme+

6. TOBOPU+ O UY€M
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