PST/TEL, Unit 1

Post Office and Telephone Module, Unit 1

PART 1

1. QY¥ngwén, zhér fijln ySu May I ask, is there a post
ySuzhéng]f ma? office in the area?

2. WS ydo J yiféng xin. I want to mail a letter.

3. Zhéicéng 16u ydu meiyou Is there a mailbox on this
youtdng? floor?

L. NYmen zhéige fOiwitai mai bu Does your service desk here
mdi ybupido? sell stamps?

5. WS ydo ji yiféng gudhdo xin. I want to send a registered

letter.
6. Lduxid xiZomBibi mdi bu mai Does the variety store down-

xInzhY, xinféng?

stairs also sell letter
paper and envelopes?

NOTES AFTER PART I

yiféng xin:

things with envelopes.

here as a modifier.

-céng:

guihdo xIn: Gudhdo is the verdb 'to register’.
It precedes the noun it modifies.

-Féng is the counter for letters and other

Counter for floors of buildings.

It is used
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Peking:

On his way out to mail some things, an American asks the service
attendant for the floor of his hotel for some information.

M:

F:

NY y3u shl ma?

Dul, F&ndidnlY ySu yduzhéngjf
ma?

Y8u, zdi y}18u, xifle didnti
wang you z3u. Gudle miishiide
Jjid shl yBujG. K¥shi xidnzai
yéujt yY¥jing guén mén le.
Rfiguo nfn Jill ydo mdi ySupido,
wSmen zhér y& mii.

W3 ydo ybupido, héi ydu
1i¥ngféng xIn ydo gudhdo.

Ou, jI gudh3oxin nfn d4&i dédo
yéujh qu jI.

YéujG jYdi¥n zhong kai mén?

QfdiZnban k@i mén, xidwu
1iddi&nbdn guan mén.

Zh&icéng 16u ySu méiyou
ybut8ng?

Méiyou, ybutdng zdi ybdujt
ménk3ur.

NYmen zhér y& m8i xInzhY,
xInféng ma?

WSmen bu mdi, Jil y3u

findidnde xInzhY xInféng.
Léuxidde xi¥omaibld mai.
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Can I help you?

Yes, is there a post office
in the hotel?

Yes, it's on the first floor.
When you get off the elevator
go to the right. When you've
passed the bookshop there's
the post office. But they have
already closed. If you only
want to buy stamps, we sell
them here.

I need some stamps, there are also
two letters that I need to register.

Oh, if you want to mail registered
letters you'll have to go to
the post office.

What time does the post'office
open?

It opens at seven-thirty, and
closes at six-thirty in the
afternoon.

Is there a mailbox on this floor?

No, the mailbox is by the door
to the post office.

Do you also sell stationery
and envelopes here.

No we don't, we jJust have the
hotel stationery and envelopes.
The variety shop downstairs
sells them.
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10.

11.

12.

13.

1L,

LéoJjid, wéng Shénghai
Jide héngkdng xIn yédo
tié dudshao qiénde ydupido.

Wing Méiguo jide hangkdng
dujién ydo tié dudshao
qiande ydupido?

Ddo Guingzhdu qude pingxin
shi dudshao qién?

JI ddo Xiangging qide mingxin-
pidn shi dudshao qién?

Gubndide héngkong xin dou shi
yimao.

Ji ddo gubwdi qude hangkong
xin ehi qimfo.

Bénghide pingxin siféngian.

wWaidide pingxin bafenqian.

Excuse me, how much postage
do you need to put on an
air mail letter to
Shanghai?

How much postage do you
have to put on an aerogram
to America?

How much postage do you have
to put on a postcard to
Hong Kong?

How much postage do you have
to put on a postcard to
Hong Kong?

All air matl within the
country i8 ten cents.

Air mail letters going out
of the country are seventy
cents.

Regular mail within the city
18 four cents.

Regular mail outeide the city
18 eight cents.

NOTES AFTER PART II:

ié: This is the verb 'to stick something on or to something

else'.

Bénshlde pingxIn/wdidlde pfngxin: In the PRC mail rates differ

depending on whether something is going to someplace in the city,

out of the city, or out of the country.

air mail service is available.

bénshl: 'This city'.

waiadl:
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For the last two categories

'Foreign place', 'outside this city'.
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Peking:

A conversation at the Posi Office.

M:

Lojid, wing Shianghdi jide
hfngkdng xIn ydo tié& dudshao
qifnde ySupido?

YIm&o. Gudnéide héngkdng
xIn d6u shi yImfo.

Gubéwii héngkdng xIn ne?

JI ddo gubwdl qide héngkdng
xin shi qimfo. HAngkdng
y8ujidn shi s@nméowii.

JI ddo gubwidi qude mingxin-
piédn ne?

Héngkongde lidngméoeér.
Gubnéide pingxin shi duéshao?

Bénshide sifen. Waidlde bafén.

Qing ni géi wo shizhdng ylméode
ybupido, wiizhang h&ngkdng
y6uji&n, héi ydo shizhang
qimAode héngkong ydupido.

Hio. Y{gdng jilkudi qfméowi.
Zhéi shi shfkudi qién.

Zhdo ni liZ&ngmAowil.
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Excuse me, how much postage
do you need to put on an
air mail letter to Shanghai?

Ten cents. All air mail
within the country is ten
cents.

And if you send outside the
country?

Air mail letters going out of
the country are seventy
cents; aerograms are
thirty-five cents.

And post cards mailed out of
the country?

Air mail ones are twenty-
two cents.

How much is regular mail
within the country?

Within the city, it's four
cents. Outside the area
(eity), it's eight cents.

Please give me ten ten-cent
stamps, five aerograms, and
ten seventy-cent stamps.

Okay. Altogether it's nine
dollars and seventy-five
cents.

Here's ten dollars.

Here's twenty-five cents

change.
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NOTES AFTER DIALOGUE IN PART II:

shfzhang ydupido, wlge h@ngkdng ybujidn: Notice how
both the counter -zhang and the counter -ge are used here to
talk about flat otjects. Although the counter - héng would be
correct for both nouns, the speaker feels free to use -Lé also.
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PART IIIX

15. W3 ydo wing Méiguo ji I want to mail a package
yige baogud. to the United States.

16. W3 ydo hdiyun. I want to send it by sea

mail.

17. W3 zhéige baogud ydo I want this package insured.
baoxidn.

18. W3 bfi hul xié Zndngguo zi. I can't write Chinese
QIng ni tI w3 xi&, héo bu characters. Please write
hao? it for me, all right?

19. Xidngzi shdngtou xi&zhe What is written on top of the
shénme ne? box?

20. Wemen ydo jidnché& ni yado We want to inspect the things
Jjide dongxi. that you want to matl.

21. XIAOXIN, QINGFANG. CAREFUL, FRAGILE.

22. N zulhdo adi xiangzi wadimian It would be best if you
xiéshang XIXOXIN, QINGFANG. write on the outeide'
‘ CAREFUL, FRAGILE.

ma e m—— ra

NOTES AFTER PART III:

tl: This is the prepositiohal verb meaning 'in place of, for'.

Méimei tI wo qu mdi Little sister is going
cai. to go buy food for me
(instead of me).

shingtou: -TSu is a syllable like -biar. When added to a
direction word, it changes it into a place name. The syllable -tbu,
however, cannot be added to as many different direction words as
-biar can. (See also final reference notes Directions Unit Five.)

Xidomdibl z&i fandidn The variety shop is in the
1itou. hotel.

Féndidn waitou ydu yige Outside the hotel is a
ybutdng. mailbox.
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xiBoxIn: 'To be careful’.

Ingféng: 'Fragile', or more literally 'to put lightly’'.
gingiang

zulhBo: This word acts as an adverb, coming after the subject
ni and before the verb phrase. The word zulhBo is used in politely
offering advice to someone, not in warning them what they'd better do.
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Taipei:
A conversation at the Post Office.

F:

W3 ydo wing M&iguo JI yige
baoguo.

NY ydo JI héngkong haishi
hdiyin?

H¥iyln.
Zhéi shi nI ydo jlde dongxI ma?

Wémen yé@o Ji&nché.
Hio. QIng ni jidnch& ba.
Ou, yftdo pénziwén.
Zhége kéyi bdoxidn ma?
Kéyi.

NI zulhdo zdi xidngzi waimian
xiéshang XIXOXIN, QINGFANG.

W3 bG hul xi& Zhongguo z3.
QIng ni tI wo xi&, héo bu
hao? -

Hao. W3 tI ni xié.

109

I wvant to mail a package to
the United States.

Do you want to send it by
airmail or by sea mail?

Send it by sea mail.

Are these the things you
want to mail? We want to
inspect them.

Okay.

Oh, a set of dishes.

Please inspect them.

Can this be insured?
Yes.

It would be best if you
write on the outside
CAREFUL, FRAGILE.

I can't write Chinese
characters. Please write
it for me, all right?

Okay. I'll write it for you.
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PART IV
23. W3 ydu yfjidn zhOngyéode I have something important
shl y3o gdosong wo fumi. that I want to tell my
parents.
24. WS xiing A& yiféng didnbdo. I think I'1]l send a telegram.
25. Dio didnxinjl qu zénme zdu? How do you get to the
telegraph office?
26. Didnxinjt gén Taibéi The Telegraph Office and
Yéuzhengit zdi yiqt. the Taibei Post Office
are located together.
27. N bd dizhf gén ydo shudde Write the address and
dou xié 2ai zhézhang whqt you want to say on
zhishang. this paper.

28. Dianbdo DAldu The Telegraph Building (Peking)

NOTES AFTER PART IV

ba dizhf: In sentence No. 28 the object comes before the verb
and is preceded by the marker bA., Although it is common for an
object to come before the verd marked by }Li_, not all objlects can
do so. The object in a ba-phrase is the direct object of an action
verb. It is a particular know thing, not a new idea about to be
introduced into the conversation. The action verb in the sentence
is usually more than one syllable or followed by something else,
such as a place name. For more on g§, see Transportation Unit 3
and Meeting Unit 5.

@Yng ni ba shu fangzai Please put the book on the
zhudzishang. table.
Ta ba tade che mai le. - He sold his car.

didn¥injfi: 'Telegraph Office.' In the PEC the word used
is dianxunju.
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Taipei:
Mr. White, an American, is talking to a Chinese friend.

M:

WS ySu yijidn zhongyaode
shl ydo wing M&iguo
a¥ ylfeng didnbdo.

Ddo néli qu d&?

I have something important

I want to send by telegram
to America. Where do I
go to send it?

F: Dédo Diadnxinjl qu d4a. You go to the Telegraph

Office to send it.

M: 2&8i néli? Where is it?

F: 24&i Bufdi Li. Gen
Tédibéi Yéuzhéngjl zai
yiq¥.

It's on Boai Lu. Together
with the Taipei Post Office.

M: Hio. Xiéxie ni. WS xidnzai
Jil qu 4a.

Okay. Thank you. I'll go
right now to send it.

(Now he speaks to the clerk at the Telegraph Office.)
May I ask, I want to send

an English telegram to
the U.S. How do T send it?

M: QIngwén, w3 ydo wang Méiguo
d% ylféng YIngwénde
didnbdo z&nme d&?

Write the address and
what you want to say on
this paper.

F: NI bd& daizhY gén ydo
shudde dou xié z&i
zhézhang zhIshang.

M: Yige zl dudshao qién? How much is it per word?

F: Yige z} Té;bi érshférkusi One word is 22.50 Taibi.
wimfo qién. Zulsh¥o The minimum is twenty
érshige 2. worda.

M: Hao. Okay .

(He writes down what he wants to say and hands it to the clerk.)

M: Yi{gdng érshiyfge zl. Altogether it's twenty-one

words.

F: Yfgong érbdisishiqlkudi Altogether it's 247.50

wimfo qién.

M: Hio. Fine.

111



PST/TEL, Unit 1

Peking:

An American staying at the Peking Hotel asks the service attendant
on her floor for scme information.

F: WS xiéng da ylféng didnbao. I'd like to send a telegram.
7di fandidnli kéyi bu Can I send it in the hotel?
keyi d&? HAishi w8 4&i Or do I have to go to the
ddo Disnbdo DA1Su qi d¥? Telegraph Building to send it?

M: BGbl ddo Dianbdo daldu qu You don't have to go to the
d¥. NY kéyi ddo féndidnlide Telegraph Building to send it.
ydujh qu 4ds. You can go to the post office

in the hotel to send it.

F: H¥o. Xi&xie ni. NY zhidao Good. Thank you. Do you know
dudshao qién yfge zl ma? how much it is a word?

M: W3 y& bd zhTdad. NY wén I don't know. You ask them.
tamen ba.
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dd didnhua
dianbao

Didnbdo Daléu
didnhud

Dignxinjt

-féng

fawutéi

gudhdo

gu§h§oxin (yIfeng)

guowat
i

hdiytn
héngkang
hfngkong ybujisn

-Jién
Jidncha

I

18uxia
mingxinpidn
pingxin
qingfang
shi(yfjién)

t1
tie

Wwidt

Yocabulary

(object marker)

package

to protect by insurance,
to insure

thig city

counter for floors of buildings

to make a phone call,
to telephone
telegram

Telegraph Office
phone call

Telegraph Office

(counter for letter)
service desk

to register(something)
registered letter

outgside the country, foreign
within the country, domestiec

sea mail : .

air mail

aerogram

{counter for matter, affairs)
to inspect, examine

to mail, to send by mail

downstairs

post cards

regular mail, surface mail
fragile(lit. put down lightly)
matter, affair,thing

in place of (someone), for
to paste on, to stick

outgide the local area
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waimian

xiangzi
xidoxin
xidshang
xin (yIféng)
xinféng
xinzhY

yiql

yéujt
y6upido(yYzhang)
you t8ng
ybuzhéngjt

zhongydo
2uthdo
autshdo
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outside

box, suitcase, trunk

to be careful

to write on (something)
letter

envelope

stationery

together, together with
post office

stamp

mailbox

post office

to be important

the best; "it would be best "
at least, at the minimum
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