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Dedication

Thehighestgoodisnottobesoughtforthesakeofmereutility

...thehighestgoodisalsothemostuseful.

--GeorgWilhelmFriedrichHegel

Tothehighestgood.
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TheGlassBeadGame

AfterreadingHermannHesse'snovel,TheGlassBeadGame,I

wasdisappointedthatnosuchgameexisted.Inthenovel,two

playerswouldtaketurnsplayingelaboratelydesignedglass

beads or marbles onto the playing space, each bead

representingaspecificidea.Thepurposeofthegamewasto

cooperativelyconstructanobjectofintellectualcontemplation.

Nowinnersorlosers,onlyamutualexpressionofideas.

ButafterIhadfinishedTheLimitsofMeaninginMathematics,it

cametomethatIhadjustplayedtheGlassBeadGamewith

LudwigWittgenstein.Hisideashadputmyideasintoaferment.

Iwasreadingmywaythroughhisentireworks,takingnoteson

everythingbearingonmathematics.Andourinterchangeledto

mywritingourseemingconversationdowninbookform.

Iimmediatelyhadtwenty-threepagesonpaper.Thisformeda

coreforthework.From thatpoint,thebooktookshapeand

outline.Soon,eachnewidea--hisormine--seemedtohavea

predestinedplace.Bytheend,Iknewtothelineorwordwhere

theinsertionshouldbemade.WhenIhadreadhisentireopus

andtakenmylastnote,thegamewasdone.

Andtheform oftheGlassBeadGamewasestablished.Each

gamewouldhavemybeadsinnormaltype,theotherplayer'sin

italics,andallotherquotedbeadsinitalicswithattribution.But

nofootnotes.Thegameisnotanargumentoranexplication.It

isanobjectofcontemplation.Sourcesofsubsidiarybeadsare

anexerciseforthesufficientlycaringreader.Allcitationsare

singleparagraphs.Thegoalistoconstructacomplexofideas

thatactand reacton one anotherin the reader'smind,

reflectinganindividualexpressionofunderstanding.
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ThisGlassBeadGame

IhadneverreadHegel.Manyotherauthorshadtoldmethathe

wasverydifficult.Thiswasnotatallthecase.Whatwouldmake

Hegeldifficulttounderstandisanabsenceofmetaphysicsinthe

reader'smind.InthistimeofMaterialism,cynicism andnaive

self-satisfactionhavetakentheplaceofmetaphysics.

The modern mind conflates the word "metaphysics"with

"religion"anddiscardsboth,ignoringitsowndeepestsetof

assumptions,evenaseverythoughtandeverychoiceisruledby

thisinner,inherited,andmind-lessmetaphysic.Ametaphysicis

simplythetruth-groundsofeachperson'sthought.

ThisgameisinspiredbyTheLogicofHegelastranslatedby

William Wallace.HegelhasarootrunningbackthroughKant

and Spinoza and anotherbackto Leibniz.Butthe beads

gatheredforthisgamecamefrom thelongrootthatrunsback

throughGiordanoBruno,NicolausofCusa,andPlotinus.Ihave

usedJ.L.Macintyre'sGiordanoBruno,R.Falckenberg'sHistoryof

Modern Philosophy forthe Cusan,and A.H.Armstrong's

Plotinus.

IshouldaddthatIclaim tooriginatenoneofmyownbeads.I

am aderivativethinker.Ifanythingonmypartisoriginal,itis

thejuxtapositionoftheideasIhavetakenon,asmyown,over

time.

Theobjectofthoughtunderconsiderationinthisgameisthe

unityofconsequencesfrom Hegel'sexpressedthought.Bruno,

theCusan,andPlotinusarepresent,butnotascitedsourcesof

Hegel'sexpression.Theyareresonancesofthesameideas,

individuallyexpressed.Sometimestheolderexpressionsare

moreinfluencedbyfalsemetaphysicsthanHegel's.Butinother

instances,thecourageoftheindividualsexceedsthatofHegel

andmoretruthisexpressed.
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UnityofConsciousness

Thewholeofphilosophyisnothingbutthestudyofthespecific

formsofunity.Philosophy'sobjectisalwayssomethingconcrete

and,inthehighestsense,present.

Hegel'sEncyclopediaconsistedofLogic,ThePhilosophyof

Nature,andThePhilosophyofMind.Thistextdevelopsthe

ideasofthefirst.

Wisdomhasthreephasesoraspectsor"mansions"--firstthe

mindofGodtheeternal,thenthevisibleworlditselfwhichisa

first-born,andthird,themindofmanwhichisthesecond-born

ofthehighest,thetruewisdomattainablebyman.

--GiordanoBruno

Theground,fromwhichphilosophysprings,ismetaphysics.

Therealquestionisnotwhetherweshallapplymetaphysics,but

whetherourmetaphysicsareoftherightkind:inotherwords,

whetherwearenot,insteadoftheconcretelogicalIdea,

adoptingone-sidedformsofthought,fixedbytheunderstanding,

andmakingthesethebasisofourtheoreticalaswellasour

practicalwork.

Metaphysicsisthebasisofalltheoreticalandpracticalwork.A

truemetaphysicconsistsofthedemonstrabletruth-groundsof

reality.

Theproblemofphilosophyconsistsintracingbackthingsto

thoughts,and,morethanthat,todefiniteandspecialthoughts.

Thentheproblemofphilosophyconsistsintracingbackthe

objectsoffiniteunderstandingtothedefiniteanddemonstrable

Ideas.
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InHegel'sLogic,hedevelopsideasinlogicaltriadsof

proposition,contradiction,andresolutionofcontradictioninto

Idea.Thisisametaphysical,aswellaslogical,progressionfor

Hegel.NicolausofCusa(hereafter"TheCusan")alsoworkedin

triads.Anearlyexampleis:

 EternalUnity possibility/matter

 EternalEquality actuality/form

 UnionofUnityandEquality unifyingmovement

Thislastwasthemovementofpossibilityintoactualityandof

matterintoform,anexpansionpresumablyofunderstanding.A

laterexamplefromhisthoughtdefinedGod:

 AbsolutePossibility intellect

 AbsolutePower knowledge

 AbsoluteReality love

EchoesofthesepersistinHegel.

FiniteConsciousness

Themindwearebornwith,thatwegetforfree,thecommon

mind,claimsforitselftheoppositeofunity.Itclaimstobeone

ofamultiplicityofminds.Thesemindsfunctionunderthe

fictitiousorderofsenseandreason--Bruno

Evenasitclaimsindependence,thefinitemindthinksonlythe

thoughtsofothers.Itpresentsnooriginalthought.This

commonthinkingdifferssomewhatbyculture.Butitslackof

originalityisuniversal.Itsfearsandself-assertionsare

everywherealike.

Thedividingofconsciousnessintostatesandstagesof

developmentgoesbacktotheCusan,ifnotfurtherintothepast.

Heconsidersthefollowingstagesasanexpansionintohigher

modesandnotabsolutedistinctions:
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 sense/imagination confusedimages

 understanding time,space,arisalofcontradictions

 speculativereason reconcilescontradiction

 mysticalintuition oppositescoincideininfiniteunity

FortheCusan,thefinalstatefoundthesoulunitedwithGod.

Hegel'sstagesofmindarealmostidentical,withouttheelement

ofmysticism.Hereferstofiniteunderstanding:

Andsothesamestoryisrepeatedinendlessprogression,till

onegetsweariedwiththerepetitionoffinitude,whichisheld

outasinfinite.

Thecommonmind'sprimaryclaimtoindividualitycomesfrom

itsparticipationinpolarizedthought.Itchoosesonesideorthe

otherofthelimitedcoinsinplay:liberal-conservative,atheist-

theist,male-female,fundamentalist-ecumenical,andsoon.

Withinthispolarization,thereisneveroriginality,onlyalitanyof

shallow,ceaseless,monotonousdogmaonbothsides.And

withinthismonotony,one'swearinessonlyincreasesthe

volumeofitsdeclamation.

Undertheinfluenceofmodernculturewehavebeeninitiated

intoconcepts,ofwhichitisveryhardtodivestourselves,on

accountofthedepthoftheircontents.

Thesecontentsarenotsodeepastheyaretenaciouslyheldin

unthinkingsimplicitybytheshallowmindunwillingtothink

beyondwhatitgetsforfree.Andeveryonebeginswiththe

shallowmindonegetsforfree.

Theresultofallthisunoriginalthoughtisadanceofanimosity

withthoseontheothersideofone'schosencoin.Our

unthinking,tenaciousconceptionsfuelthisanimosity.

WhenIceasetojudge,criticise,andcondemn,Ibegintomake

progress.--M.B.Eddy
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Thesoulwillbegoodandpossessvirtuewhenitnolongerhas

thesameopinionsasothersbutactsalone--thisisintelligence

andwisdom.--Plotinus

Progress,whichcanonlybeindividual,takesplaceoutsidethe

domainofpolarizedcommonthought.

Thetrueorderislogicalandisnotasequenceintime.The

higherisanexplanationofthelower,andnotthelowerofthe

higher.

Inordertoperceivetheconcreteunitiesoftheworld,wemust

raiseourvisionabovetheleveloffiniteunderstandingandthe

common,defaultmetaphysicofourtimes.

Everythinghumanishumanpreciselybecauseitisaproductof

thought.

Theunoriginal,polarizedcontentsofthecommonhumanmind

arenottheproductsofthought.Theyaretheunthinking,

shallowresponsesofamindwhichtakesnoresponsibilityfor

itself.Suchamindconsidersthoughtasautilitywhichprovides

forthesafety,comfort,andself-gratificationofanhypothesized

self.

Youmust,firstofall,makesurethatyouhaveamind:andtobe

sureofthatistoseethatthemindisthenecessaryoutcomeof

acourseofdevelopment.--W.Wallace

Whatyouhavebydefaultisnotamind.Itisavagueattachment

toconsciousness,aclingingtopersonality,andgenerallya

surrendertothestrongestdogmasinyourenvironment.

Yourfalsesenseofpersonalityselectsonesideofyourchosen

dogmaticcoinandthevolumeofyourdeclamationsofpolarized

thought.

Thedepthofthemindisonlysodeepasitscouragetoexpand

andloseitselfinitsexplication.
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Courageismorethanagestureofdefianceorself-righteousness.

Itistheacceptanceofone'sresponsibilityforadherencein

consciousnesstodemonstrablerealityandtheabandonmentof

thefalseunityoffragmenteddogma.Itisthewillingnesstobe

alonewithone'sownbeing.

Wehavementalpicturesofobjectsbeforewethinkthem:andit

isonlythroughthesementalpictures,andbyhavingconstant

recoursetothem,thatthethinkingmindgoesontoknowand

comprehendinthestrictmeaningofthought.

Youcanobserveforyourselfthatthecontentsoftheunthinking

commonmindarenottheresultsofknowingand

comprehending.Theyarethemererepetitionofmental

suggestionswhichcomeunbidden,priortoyourownthought.

Ifyouwillobserveyourselfwithhonesty,youwillobservethe

suggestion,itsrepetitionbyyou,andthenitsspoken

manifestation,asyourunthinkingmindlendsitsvocalsupport

totheongoingdeclamationofpolarization.

Knowledgeisalwaysacontemplation,thefulfillingofawant.

--Plotinus

Theaimofknowledgeistodivesttheobjectiveworldthatstands

opposedtousofitsstrangeness,andtofindourselvesathome

init:whichmeansnomorethantotracetheobjectiveworld

backtoitsdemonstrabletruth--toourinnermostself.

WallacetranslatesHegel's"Begriff"asNotion.ButNotionisa

terribletranslationofBegriff.Abettertranslation,bringingin

Hegel'sownexpressedthought,wouldberealizedconception,

trueperception,concreteidea.

Fromthis,Ihavechosentosubstitutedemonstrabletruthfor

Notion,foralloftheabovemustbetrueand,therefore,

demonstrable.

Inmathematics,alltruthsaredemonstrable.Theproofisthe

meansofestablishingone'sdemonstrationaslegitimate.One

canprovebyconstruction,induction,contradiction.Onecan
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debatethesufficiencyofthosemeanstothecaseathand.But

thedemonstrationoftruthisnotnegotiable.

Knowledgeandcomprehensionaredemonstrableandmoveus

inthedirectionofindividuality,oforiginalthought.Theyarethe

evidenceofourcourseofdevelopment.

ForHegel,factsarethecontentsofourconsciousness.

Wemustfindthefactunitedwiththecertaintyofourown

selves.

Certaintyisdemonstrable.Bothfactandselfareanswerableto

therealityoftheworld.

Andiffactsaretherealcontentsofconsciousness,thenopinion

anddogmaareexcludedfromconsciousness.Theyarerelegated

totheunthinkingandreactivecommonmind.

Consciousness

ForthesethousandsofyearsthesameArchitecthasdirected

theworkandthatArchitectistheonelivingMindofwhichthe

natureisthoughtandself-consciousness.

HegeldoesnotelaborateupontheArchitect.Itisunclear

whetherheconceivesitasGod,fromhisProtestantleanings,or

asthehistoricdevelopmentofman'sstruggletorealizereality.

Butclearly,forhim,thereisaunityofthoughtwhichistheunity

ofself-consciousness.

Iamconscious;thereforeConsciousnessis.Perhapsthisiswhat

hemeant.ThenConsciousnessisourmind.

TheOneistheextremeofpurity,simplicity,individuality,and

unity,becauseitisabsolutelyall.Itisindividualinthehighest

sense...thesupreme,mostsimpleunity.--Bruno

Understandingistherealityofallthingsbroughttolight.

--M.B.Eddy

WecannotequateourfiniteunderstandingwithConsciousness.
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Personalitycanbeconstructedorasserted.Butnothingis

behindconsciousness,mind.Thereisnoself,soul,or

personalitybeyondourirresponsibleacquiescencetothese

beliefs.Nowherecanmindfindanythingbutthought.

TheideaoftheAbsoluteasbeingsimplegoesback,atleast,to

Plotinus:

TheunityoftheGoodissoabsolute,HeissoOne,Single,and

Simple,thatnopredicatesatallmaybeappliedtoHim....The

One,perfectbecauseitseeksnothing,hasnothing,overflows,as

itwere,anditssuperabundancemakessomethingotherthan

itself.--Plotinus

AdigressiononPlotinus:BrunoandtheCusanwereCatholicin

spiteoftheirvarianceswithchurchdogma.Plotinuswasaneo-

PlatonistandwasadversetoChristianityandGnosticism.Neo-

PlatonismwasthebeliefthePlatohadasystem,whichhehad

not.Theneo-PlatonistnormallyfocusedonPlato'sTimaeusand

thentriedtoreconciletherestofPlatowithwhattheirlater

thoughtmadeanachronisticallyofthatearlierbook.

ForPlotinus,theOneismorethanitsfirstderivative,Nous,or

thedivineMind.Buteventhoughinfinite,theOneproduces

Nousoutsideitself,thoughnominallywithinitself.

Plotinusseemsunawareofhismanycontradictions.

WhatdistinguishesHegelfromallthethinkinginhisrootsof

ideasishisrelianceuponlogic.Thisexcludescontradictionupto

thepointwherehisownunexamined,contradictorymetaphysic

takesover.Butfewhaveriddenlogicasfar,orassuccessfully,

asHegel.

WhatappearstousasmanymindsistheoneinfiniteMind

disclosingitselfinfinitely.--M.Wilcox

Eveninourfinitesenseofconsciousnessthereisonly

individualitytodistinguishourselvesfromothersandthatonly

asshown,practically,inexpression.Themindwhichtakes



13

DigitalPDFcopiesreleasedunderCreativeCommons3.0-SA-BY-NC
Physicalcopiesandallothermedia:allrightsreserved-R.Earle.Harris(c)2018

responsibilityforitsdevelopmentisindividuality,theexpression

ofinfiniteindividuality.

Spirit

Spiritisthecauseoftheworld.

Hegeldoesnotdefine"spirit"explicitly.Clearly,itis"notmatter"

andtheonly"notmatter"wecanpracticallydemonstrateas

outsidethedomainofmatteris"thought."

Onemustbelieve,too,thatoneseesotherthingswiththe

intellect,andnotthinkthatintellectualperceptionisseeingor

hearing....InNous,weseetheinfinite....Nousleavesoutnone

ofthethingswhichwenowfindtobeworksofintelligence.

--Plotinus

Spiritinitself--theuniversalSpirit--theSpiritorSoulofa

particularanimatebeing,theSpiritsorSoulsofanumberof

differentbeings(asystemofbeings)--theseareallthesame

thinglookedatfromdifferentpointsofview.--MacIntyreon

Bruno

Noonedefinesspiritveryclearly.Thisisevenmoretrueofsoul.

ByseparatingConsciousnessfromitsthought,oneneeds

somethingtoanimatethethought,tomediatethethought.And

thisneedinvokessoulorspiritorself.ButConsciousness

animatesitsownthoughts,whichas"notmatter"aresimplyall

thereistospirit.

Thoughtisthecauseoftheworld.

Thinkingisalwaysthenegationofwhatwehavebeforeus.

Whatwehavebeforeusistheexternalworldofthesenses.

ThesoulismidwaybetweenNousandsense-perception.

--Plotinus

Metaphysicsresolvesthingsintothoughts,andreplacesthe

objectsofmaterialsensewithspiritualideas.--M.B.Eddy
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Thinkingtranslatesthingsintothoughts.Thereisnoother

possibleactivitythatthinkingcouldundertake.

Theobjectsofsenseandfeelingaredifferentfromtheobjects

ofspirit--ofwhichtheinnermostnatureisthought:andonly

spiritcanknowspirit.

Mind

Spirit,ifThought,isMind.

Mindisneitherathingnortheactivityofathing;itisthe

foundationofallitcontains.--R.B.Haldane.

Haldaneusestheterm"Knowledge"andequatesitwiththe

followingideas:

 containsallthatis

 containedbynothingoutsideitself

 highestaspectorformofexistence

 highestandfinalcategory

Isuggestthatheactuallymeans"Mind"orthatthiscorrectionis

necessaryforhisassertionstobetrue.Iwillthereforemakethis

substitutioninhisquotes.

Mindisbeforemenotonlyaswithinbutwithoutmyself.

--R.B.Haldane

WeremaininNous.Oursoulsdependonthisasexpressionson

alowerandmoredividedlevelofbeing.--Plotinus

Orifwetake"him"for"Mind,"removinganysenseof

anthropomorphism:

Forinhimwelive,andmove,andhaveourbeing;--Acts17:28

Everything"outthere"isonlyavailabletous"inhere."Mindis

unboundedbyindividuality,ortheindividual'sidentificationwith

Consciousness.Thefinitemindonlyassertsitselftobeseparate

"inhere"fromwhateveris"outthere."
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WearenotNous;weareconformedtoitbyourprimary

reasoningpowerwhichreceivesit....Finitereasonknowsthatit

isfinite,thatittakestheworldinfromthesenses,thatitjudges

bytheinternallawsofNous.--Plotinus

PlotinusseparatesthefinitemindfromtheinfiniteMind,always

maintainingthecontradictionsoftherebeingmorethaninfinity.

Andyet,heplacesthefinitemindunderthegovernanceof

infiniteMind.

TobeintheMindofGodistoberealized.--Bruno

HereBrunoiseithersayingthatinfiniteConsciousnessrealizes

(manifestsasreality)itscontentsorthatwefind,through

realization,thatwearethatmanifestation.Eitherwouldbetrue.

TheDivineMind[Nous]istheWorldofFormsorIdeas,the

totalityoftrueBeing.--Plotinus

WhileforPlotinustherewasaderivedworldofmatter,thetrue

worldexistedentirelyinMind.

Wearenotmerelyitemsinnature,norontheotherhandhas

natureeithermeaningorexistenceapartfromtheentiretyof

Mind.--R.B.Haldane

Thisistrue,providedweplacenoboundsbetween"outthere"

and"inhere"andmakenoclaimofourconsciousnessasbeing

theentiretyofMind.Forinthatcase,wewouldbeeveryone

else'smind,too,andthereforeawareofbeinginthatstate.

Thematerialistmetaphysicsupposesthatconsciousnesscanbe

materiallycreatedthroughbiologicalorelectronicmeans,either

throughdirectcreationorbyemulationusingamodelofthe

brain.

Thecurioussuppositionwhichaccompaniesthislatterthoughtis

thebeliefthatifone'sbrainwerecopiedelectronicallyandthen

placedinamechanicalbody,onewouldbecome"immortal."

Thephilosophicalnaivetyhereisstaggering.

Amusing,butstaggering.
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LetussaythatyougointoKinko's[aphotocopyfranchise]to

haveyourselfcopiedintoimmortality.Yougetinonesideofthe

doublescannerandablankandroidisplacedontheotherside.

Someonepressesthe"Copy"button,thetwoofyouslidein,

copyingoccurs,andyoupopbackout.Yourcopysitsup,smiles

atyou,andgivesyouthethumbs-uptoindicatethatyouare

nowimmortalandcanhittheeuthanasiabuttontherebyyour

side.

Heisnowyouandyouareimmortal.

Orsuchisthedream.

Iwouldsuggestthatif,whenhegivesyouthethumbs-up,you

cannotseeyourselffromwhereheissitting,youshouldhave

gravemisgivingsabouthimbeingyou.

ButI'mnotyourMom.Doasyoulike.

Everythingweknowbothofoutwardandinwardnature,ina

word,theobjectiveworld,isinitsownselfthesameasitisin

thought,andthatthoughtconsequentlyexpressesthetruthof

theobjectsofperception.

ThisisHegelremovingthefalseconstructsofIdealism.Both

inwardandoutwardnatureareobjective.Andthereisno

separationbetweenthoughtandthedemonstrablytrueandonly

world.

Truth

Truthisalwaysinfinite,andcannotbeexpressedbyor

presentedtoconsciousnessinfiniteterms.

Nor,ifconsciousnesswerefinite,coulditcontaininfinitetruth.

Thetruthisthewholeinthemostfar-reachingofthemeanings

oftheword.--R.B.Haldane

Iamconscious;thereforeConsciousnessisandisinfiniteTruth.
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Goodnessissimpleandprimaryandcontainsnothinginitself.

TheGoodisinnothingelse.ThereisonlytheOne,Nous,and

Soul.Eachmusteternallyproducethelevelofbeingbelowit.

EvilisherewherelifeandNousonlyleavetheirfootprints.

--Plotinus

InspiteofhisdislikeofChristianity,Plotinusmaintainsatrinity

whichisevenlessaunitythantheChurch's.Soulthencreates

belowitEvilormatter.ThisallowsGoodness,theOne,tobe

separatefromevil.YetnothingunliketheOneintervenesdown

throughNousandSoultomatterwhereevilisfinallyfound.

Being,truth,andgoodnessareone:beforethingsascauseand

principle,andthingshavedependenceuponit;itisinthings,as

theirsubstance,andthroughitthingsexist;itisafterthings,for

throughitthingsareknownwithouterror.--Bruno

Here,being,truth,goodnessareone,thereforesynonyms.This

oneisprinciple,cause,andsubstance--andasthemeansof

knowing,mind.Thisunifiesmetaphysical,physical,andlogical

truth.

Brunoisunabletobreakfreeofmatterandtimeandthese

preventunity.Infinitecause,asmind,hasnobeforeandafter.It

isthecause,expresser,andknowerofitsownideas.Andthese

ideasareitsinfiniteexpression.

Istheworldinfiniteorfinite?Theverytermsofthequestion

assumethatthefiniteisapermanentcontradictorytothe

infinite:andonecaneasilyseethat,whentheyaresoopposed,

theinfinite,whichofcourseoughttobethewhole,onlyappears

asasinglesideofitandsuffersrestrictionfromthefinite.Buta

limitedinfinityisitselfonlyfinite.

Thereisonlyoneinfinity,Consciousness.Andifabletoexpress

infiniteTruth,ConsciousnessisalsoTruth.Andastheonly

demonstrable"notmatter,"ConsciousnessisalsoSpirit.

Thefollowingarethensynonyms,andnotmerelypredicatesof

somepseudo-metaphysicalsubject:Consciousness,Truth,Spirit.
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Andallareinfinite.

Godismorethanlife:HeisMind.

ThefinitemindreifiesGodintoasubjectwithpredicates.Here,

Hegelisequatingsynonyms:God,Life,Mind,Truth.Similarly:

GodisSpirit;andtheythatworshiphimmustworshiphimin

spiritandintruth.--John4:24

Hegel'srepeatedattemptstoreconcilereligionandlogicleadto

repeatedcontradictions,causedbyduality,wheretherecanonly

beunity.ButthedogmaofProtestantismpreventedHegelfrom

assertingabsolutelythatGodisnotalabelwithabagof

predicates.

TothinkofGodistolimitHim.--Bruno

Inalldogmas,Godisanextraneouslabelforadeniedunity.

Thehistoricuseofthatlabelpermeatesthedevelopmentof

metaphysicsandforcesitsuseinthistext.Thecorrect

expressionofunitywouldexcludethedogmatictermor,atleast,

itsdogmaticusage.

Limitedinfinityisinfinityexpressedfromafinitestandpoint:the

naturalnumbers,thedensityoftherationals,thecardinalityof

thecontinuum.Weseetheseonlyasrevealedbyfinity,aswe

standattheirfinitebeginning.Butonecanneithercountone's

wayintonoroutofinfinity.

TheexpressionsofinfiniteConsciousnessexistwithinitsinfinity.

Weobservethefinityofthecommonmindanditsdogmas.This

feather-stormoffinite,re-echoedthoughtisitselffinite.Buttrue

ideas,expressingindividualityandtruth,areunbounded.

Evenifweobservetrueideasfromoutsidespirit,fromwithin

history,theyarecountablyinfinite,inthesamesensethatthe

naturalnumbersarecountablyinfinite.

Themetaphysicofunderstandingisdogmatic,becauseit

maintainshalf-truthsintheirisolation.
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ForHegel,understandingonlydealswiththefiniteandsois

itselffinite.ButMind,orConsciousnessisaconcreterealityin

itsaction.

TheHegelianconcreteisthefullyrealizedidea,fullyexpressive

ofitsessence.Theabstractisthatwhichiswithoutpredicates,

possessingonlyBeing.Acontinuum,forHegel,liesbetweenthe

two.

Error

ErrorariseswhenwetakeEvilasapermanentpositive,instead

ofwhatitreallyis,anegative,whichthoughitwouldfainassert

itself,hasnorealpersistence,andis,infact,onlytheabsolute

sham-existenceofnegativityitself.

ErrororevilistheoppositeofinfiniteConsciousnessorTruth.In

Wittgenstein'sfavoriteexample,25×25=625.Thesupposition,

itself,thatthisequalsanythingelse--25×25=627--isallthereis

toanyerror.Thereisacountableinfinityofsucherroneous

suppositions.Allarethesham-existenceofoppositiontoTruth.

Nousisthecreativeprincipleofthematerialworld.Eventheevil

initispartofthepattern.Evilandsufferingarenecessary

elementsinthedanceofmatter.Matterisevilandneverunites

withform....Evilisalwaysindefinite,nowhereatrest,affected

byeverything,insatiable,utterpoverty.--Plotinus

Plotinuswouldexplainevilasnecessary.Makingmatterevil

insteadofrealizingitasthefalsedepictoftrueideasbindshim

inthiscontradictoryexplanation.Heisnotthelasttomakethis

mistake.

Noerrorhasanyexplanation.Itissimplyanassertionof

falsehood.Andthereforeevilhasnoexplanation.Itisonlythe

expression,inallitshorror,ofanirresponsiblementality.



20

DigitalPDFcopiesreleasedunderCreativeCommons3.0-SA-BY-NC
Physicalcopiesandallothermedia:allrightsreserved-R.Earle.Harris(c)2018

Conjecturebecomeserrorwhen,forgettingtheinadequaciesof

humanknowledge,werestcontentinitasafinalsolution.

--TheCusan

This,ingeneral,istheacceptanceofthefiniteunderstandingas

demonstrabletruth.Weletfinitydrawtheboundaries.

Eviliserror,actedupon.Itiserroneousdemonstration,the

blanddenialofTruth.--M.B.Eddy

Evil'sground,thecommonmind,explainsitcelebratedbanality.

Likethecommonmind,theexpressionofevilisbasedupon

matter,Consciousnessinitsfalsedepict.

Evilisalwaystheexpressionofseparationfromlife,truth,mind.

ThereisnospiritualevilinConsciousness.Andrealizationof

truthdestroystheexpressionoferrororevilinindividual

consciousness,killingitsexpressionatthesource.

Consciousness,Truth,themindgainedthroughourcourseof

development,expressesnoerrorandactsuponnoerror.

Themethodofdemonstrationemployedinfiniteknowledge

mustalwaysleadtoawrongsupposition.

ThatwhichisdemonstrableisTruthandthereforeinfinite.Finity

excludestheconsequencesoftruereason.

Untilthefactconcerningerror--namelyitsnothingness--

appears,themoraldemandwillnotbemet,andtheabilityto

makenothingofmatterwillbewanting.--M.B.Eddy

TheWorld

Thematerialuniverseisgood,madebydivineintelligenceasthe

bestpossiblematerialimageofthespiritualuniverse.Allthings

havecomeintobeingandthereisnothingleft[tobecreated].

--Plotinus

Theworldisanimageofthedivine;knowledge,aleadingback

ofthecreaturetoGod,itssource.--TheCusan
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Theuniverseisthegreatsimulacrumandimageofthefirst

principle,amereshadowofthefirstreality.Theuniverseisone,

infinite,immovable,withoutparts.--Bruno

Thefiniteunderstandingalwaysholdsitselfatadistancefrom

Truth,contendingthatonlyafteraneternitycantheinfinitebe

known.Or,insomecases,thatrealityitselfisbeyondour

apprehension,asmediatedbythesenses.

Nothingishidden.--Wittgenstein

Truthisimmediately(withoutmediation)realizedand

demonstrated.

Truthmustbeinconcrete,manifestedformandcannotappear

otherwise.--M.Wilcox

BothrealizationanddemonstrationtakeplaceinConsciousness,

andthereforeintheworld.

Webecomefree,whenweareconfrontedbynoabsolutelyalien

world,butbyafactwhichisoursecondself.

FactsareindivisiblyinConsciousness,ourconsciousness,andin

theworld.Theyaredemonstrablytrue.Theworldisabsolutely

alienwhenweallowfiniteunderstandingtoholdusata

distancefromwhatwecanordorealize.

Therealinfinite,farfrombeingameretranscendenceofthe

finite,alwaysinvolvestheabsorptionofthefiniteintoitsown

fullernature.

Theapparentabsorptionistherealizationoftheinfiniteas

alreadypresent.Thefinitewasonlyahalf-truthofthefinite

understanding.

Tocallathingfiniteorlimited,provesbyimplicationthevery

presenceoftheinfiniteandunlimited,andthatourknowledge

ofalimitisco-extensivewiththepresentandactual

consciousnessoftheunlimited.

WecannotseparateConsciousnessandourconsciousness.The

latterisaninfiniteandindividualizedmanifestationofthe
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former.Finiteunderstandinginsertsthesham-existenceoffinity

intoconsciousness.

Allsensiblephenomenaaremerelysubjectivestatesofmortal

[finite]mind.--M.B.Eddy

Thethingsinthematerialworldarethelimitsoftheirprojection

inFormfromNous.--Plotinus

Orrather,theyarethelimitsofourfiniteperceptionofthe

ideasofConsciousness.

Thingsarefinite,justbecausetheyinvolvetheirowndissolution.

Dissolutionisalimitandthereforeco-extensivewiththepresent

andactualconsciousnessoftheunlimited.Things,havingbeen

translatedintothoughtsbyConsciousness,dissolveonlywithin

thefiniteunderstandingastheirinfinitetruthisdemonstrated.

Thefinaldivisionrevealstheindivisible,whichistheessenceof

being.--Bruno

InBruno'smetaphysic,theprogressusadinfinitumleadsbackto

thewhole.

Wrongornegativeinfinityisonlyanegationoffinity;but[from

thisstandpoint]thefiniterisesagainthesameaseverandis

nevergottenridoforabsorbed....Itistedioustodevote

ourselvestothecontemplationofthisinfiniteprogression,

becausethesamethingisconstantlyrecurring...thereoughtto

beaneliminationofthefinite.

ThewrongsenseorfiniteunderstandingofConsciousnessisnot

thetruthaboutConsciousness.Thefiniteiseliminatedbythe

activityoftrueConsciousnessinourconsciousness.

Thefiniteproceedsbyexplicationfromtheinfinite.--TheCusan

Hegeldeniesthis:

Inordertobecomeconsciousofthetrueinfinity,wemust

relinquishthatprogressusadinfinitum.
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TrueConsciousnessisnotgainedthroughaccretionoreffort

overtime.Theprogressusadinfinitumisthelimitwhichbars

thefiniteunderstandingfromeverreachingConsciousness.But

Consciousnessisalready,inthehighestsense,present.

Infinityisaffirmation,thenegationofnegation.

Synonymically:Consciousness,Mindisthenegationofthesham-

existenceofnegation.

WemustthinkoftheOneonlyasexisting,asofplaceand

everythingelseaslaterthanHim--placelatestandlastofall....

PlaceisproducedbySoulinmatter....Timeisthelifeofthe

soulinmovement;eternityistheunbounded,unmovinglifein

theworldofNous....Weconstructtimeasanimageofeternity.

--Plotinus

Place,liketime,isthefalsebeliefinseparationordivisionof

Infinity,butInfinitycannotbedivided.--M.Wilcox

Spaceandtimeareproductsof[finite]understandingandhave

nopoweroverthespiritwhichproducesthem.--TheCusan

Spaceisinfinitelight.--Bruno

Thereisnopowermanifestedbutomnipotenceandlight.

--B.Young

Thereisnopartialinfinity,partialConsciousness,partialTruth,

norpartialSpirit.

TheOneistheunboundedboundsoftheuniverse.Allthingsare

intheplacelessOneandtheOneisnotinanything,butall

thingsdependuponit.TheOneisinfinite,notbyunlimited

extensionofsizeornumber,butbytheunboundednessofits

power.--Plotinus

TheuniverseasmanifestationofConsciousnessisoneand

infinite.Theinfinite,asConsciousness,isimmediate.Plotinus

placestimeandspaceinmatter,whichisperhapswherethey

belong.Withoutmatter,thereisnoneedforeitherofthem.
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Whatappeartobeintelligiblecauseslyingclosetohandwecan

grasp,andtheyarethereforereadilyinterpretedbyusasbeing

such:forwhichreasonwegladlytakethattobemechanical

whichisintruthofahigherorder.--Goethe

Whatistheretoappearorbeseenisarealityakinto,orrather

identicalto,Consciousnessitself.

Byaffirmingthat[whichistrue]tobetrue,whichtoallhuman

reasoningandsight,seemsnottobetrueatall,youcanbringit

topass.--M.B.Eddy

Realityisrealized,orseentobereality,throughdemonstration.

Thoughtswhicharenotdemonstrablearefalsebeliefand

neithercorrespondtorealitynoraretheyrealinthemselves.

Theymerelyasserttheirsham-existence.

Matter

Itisthelowestphaseofthesoulwhichmakesmaterialthings;

thisitdoeswithoutconsciousthought.Thesoulcreatesmatter

throughself-contemplation....Thesoulisirrational.--Plotinus

Matterisanabstractionmadebyandwithmind,andiswhatis

toberegardedasthestartingpointofanintellectualprocess,

extendingfromthemerelypossibletothecompletionin

actualitywhichthepossiblepresupposesasitsfoundation.

Matter,ashandledbyfiniteconsciousness,isanabstraction.

Matterfallsoutsidebody,soul,mind,life,form,limit,potency

andcannotevenberightlyspokenofasbeing.Whatever

announcementitmakesisthereforealie.--Armstrongon

Plotinus

Activities,suchasChineseboxing,areconvincingargumentsfor

therealityofmatter,ascoincidingwiththefinite

understanding'sconceptofit.Onefeels,whenhit,thatitmust

beso.Buteventhefar,yethistoric,reachesof"mere"Chinese
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boxingcallthisconceptintoquestion.Thefarreachesofscience

denythisconceptaswell.

Heisenberg'sformulatakestwomatrices--oneofallpossible

states,oneofallpossiblemotions--subtractsthecommuted

productsandsetsthemequaltohisconstant.Thisdeepest

penetrationintotherealityofmatteriscompletelyapartfrom

thefiniteunderstandingofmatter.Itsdemonstrabletruthisa

statisticalmodel.

Anditsproponents,contemplatingtheirmodel,driftintoa

reverieofIdealismandreification.

Ratherthanconformingtherepresentationtothedatatocreate

theirpictures,HeisenbergandEinsteinhavecreated

representationswhichconformtheformofthedatatotheir

pictureoftheworld.

Havingdoneso,everythingfalls"naturally"intoplace.Butthat

placeisperhapsthefinalrestingplaceofourlate-civilization's

reachintotherealityofthings.

Statisticsturntheirbackonunderstanding.

Astheabsolutepossibility,thefirstprincipleitselfbecomes

matter,andasthereisnopossibilitywithoutactuality,present

ortocome,theabsolutepossibilityisalsoabsolutereality,or

matter(substance,asherematterisformlesssubstrate)and

formcoincideintheOne.--MacIntyreonBruno

Consciousnessneverbecomesmatter.

Thematerialsensesandhumanconceptionswouldtranslate

spiritualideasintohumanbeliefs....Materialsensedefinesall

thingsmaterially,andhasafinitesenseoftheinfinite.

--M.B.Eddy

MatteristhetranslationoftheconcreteideasofConsciousness

intofalsedepictbyfiniteconsciousness.Realizationexpandsour

apprehensionoftheirinfinitetruedepict.
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Possibility,fortheCusan,alsoenterswithmatter.Hewritesof

theabsolutenecessityofGod,theconcretenecessityofthe

universe,theactualityofindividuals,thepossibilityofmatter.

Ineveryexpressionofmetaphysicalunity,matteristherealmof

contingency.Butresolvingthiscontingency,leadsto

contradictionsanddualism.

Inhimself,Godisabsoluteunityandinfinitytowhichnothing

disparateisopposed.--TheCusan

MatteriseitherlikeorunlikeConsciousness.Itiseitherideaor

not.Ifitisnotidea,itstandsopposedtoinfinity,leavingno

infinite,asmattermusttakeupitsownportionofreality.

Thingsonlyexistinsofarastheyareunities....Thereisnotruth

inthesenses,onlyopinion.--Plotinus.

Matterisamaterialconceptionofatrueconceptionortrueidea

heldintheDivineMind.--M.Wilcox

Thingsastheyimmediatelyare[inthevisibleworld],haveno

truth.Essenceimpliesthatwehavemadeastepbeyondfinitude.

Things,astheyimmediatelyaretoperception,areabstractions:

subjectswithlistsoffinitepredicates.

Thereisnoabstractthatsubsistsinlogicalreasonbutnotin

reality.--Bruno

Theessenceofathingisourunderstandingofitsqualitiesas

theyinterrelatewiththeworld.Theserelationsimplyafinite

infinitywheretrueinfinityexists.

FromtheunityoftheNousproceedsthediversityofthevisible

universe,inwhichtheprincipleofunitymanifestsitselfby

bringingaboutaharmonyofconflictingopposites.--Plotinus

Hegelbeginswiththought,proceedstothevisibleuniverse

wherecontradictionsarise,andthenresolvescontradictionsinto

Idea.

Contradiction,aboveallthings,iswhatmovestheworld:andit

isridiculoustosaythatcontradictionisunthinkable.
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ForHegel,inbrief,thegrowingunderstandingoftheessenceof

thingscausescontradictionstobeperceivedintheworld,which

ariseinconsciousness(worldandconsciousnessasinseparable).

Theresolutionofthesecontradictions,inHegel'sthought,leads

tothecompleteandinfiniteIdeabehindthecontradictions.

AllformsarelatentintheNous.TheintellectionisinternalForm,

Idea.--Plotinus

Thethoughtofmatterincludestheprincipleofformthroughout,

andnoformlessmatterthereforeappearsanywherein

experienceasexisting.

Hegelappearstoassertthefalsehoodhereofthehistoric

conceptofformless,orspiritual,matter.Suchconceptsinthe

pasthavemadespiritualmatter,unperceivablebythesenses,

thegroundofformed,materialmatter.

ThereisdivinematterinNous,deadmatterintheworldofthe

senses.MatterissubstanceinNous.--Plotinus

Beforeeverysubstancelieseternityforduration,immensityfor

place,omniformityforrealization.--Bruno

Bruno'sspiritualmatteristhesubstrateofallvisiblethings.Yet

heequatesitwithHeaven--divineyetcorporeal,materialyet

withoutmatter...interpenetratingallthingsandembracingall--

justastheCusandoes.Heseemstohaveasensethatmatter,

properlyrealized,isspirit.Buthisspiritwouldberealizedbyus

onlythroughinterminableprogressusadinfinitum.

Allknowledgeisconjecture.Soweareencouragedtodrawas

nearaspossibletotheeternalveritybyevertruerconjectures.

--FalckenbergontheCusan

Theprogressusadinfinitumdeniesrealization.Demonstrable

truthiseternallyrealizableverity.

Theefficientcauseofthenaturalworldistheuniversal

intelligence:"thefirstandprincipalfacultyofthesoulofthe
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world"(i.e.notGod).Itworksfromwithingivingformand

figuretomatter,aninwardprinciple.--MacIntyreonBruno

BrunomediatestheeffectofConsciousnessontheworldby

having,likePlotinus,theAbsoluteexpressintelligenceand

intelligenceexpresstheworld.Thismerelyexpressesthefinite

mind'sfearthatConsciousnessmightbeintheworld.

Theformalcauseofnatureistheidealreason,ideaswhich

guidetheuniversalintelligenceasmodelsofnature,inits

productionofindividualthings.--MacIntyreonBruno

ThisisascloseasBrunoallowsConsciousnesstoapproachthe

visibleworld.

Thefinalcausewhichuniversalintelligencesetsbeforeitselfis

theperfectionoftheuniverse.--MacIntyreonBruno

Perfectionisnecessarilyproductiveandcreative.Perfectionisa

fulnessoflivingandproductivepower.--Plotinus

ByseparatingMindandmatter,philosophydoomsitselftothe

contradictionofdualism.Theinfiniteleavesnoregionunfilled

byitsinfinity.Thereisnowherethattheinfiniteisunexpressed,

nothingtoperfect.

Matterassuchhasnoindependentsubsistence,andonthe

otherhand,formdoesnotsuperveneuponmatterfromwithout,

but,asatotality,involvestheprincipleofmatterinitself.

IfConsciousnessisinfiniteandisthought,matteristhe

perceptionofsomeaspectofConsciousness.Thisaspectitselfis

thought.

Ifmatterwereourthought,itwouldbe,ineverysense,subject

toourthinking.Theperceptionofeveryfinitesenseplaces

matter"outthere."ButifConsciousnessisinfinite,thereisonly

"inhere."Theformof"outthere"wouldthenbethetruthof"in

here"butinfalsedepict.
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Whateverorderisprovedtoholdofminds,thesamewillbe

foundtoholdofbodies....Eventhesmallestmaterialbody,

therefore,hasinitthepotentialityoflifeandmind.--Bruno

Brunoseparatesspiritandmatterbutbindsthembythesame

laworprinciple.

InPlotinusonlyhumanshavesouls.Notplants.Notanimals.

--ArmstrongonPlotinus

Mineralsandvegetablesarefound,indivineScience,tobethe

creationsoferroneousthought,notofmatter.--M.B.Eddy

Thismoreradicalmetaphysicsunifyallthingsinlifeandmind.If

Consciousnessisinfinite,andthereforeall,nothingcouldhave

anysubstancebutmindandtherefore,synonymically,oftruth,

life,andspirit.

Spiritdeterminesindeterminatematter.Thereisnofinitesoulor

spirit.--Bruno

Bruno'sdrift,throughinconsistencies,istounifySpiritorSoul.

Forhim,eachworld-soulisuniqueandindivisible.

TheuniverseisasensualandmutableGod.--TheCusan

IntheCusan,acceptingoflesserdivinitieslikeBruno'sworld-

souls,PlotinuswonoutovertheChurch.UnlikeBruno'sworld-

souls,theCusan'svisibleuniversewasspirituallyunified.

ButBruno'sSpiritisrealizedbyHegelasunity,asunifiedand

infinitethought.

Thoughtwillfinallybeunderstoodandseeninallform,

substance,andcolor,butwithoutmaterialaccompaniments.

--M.B.Eddy

ThetrueformofmatteristhentheformofConsciousness,

Truth,Spirit.Butbyfinitesense,objectsarereifiedasmatter.

Allthese[conceptualreifications]areproductsofthereflective

[finite]understanding,whichwhileitobservesandprofessesto

retailonlywhatitobserves,israthercreatingametaphysic,

bristlingwithcontradictionsofwhichitisunconscious.
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Reflective,finiteunderstandingdealsonlywiththings

immediately,intheirfalsedepict.Ratherthanobservingthetrue

depictinConsciousnesswheretheobjectiveworldisinitsown

selfthesameasitisinthought,thefiniteunderstandingsettles

forwhatitgetsforfree,asinterpretedbyitsunacknowledged

andcontradictorymetaphysic.

Hegelbringsthoughtandmattertogetherinconsciousness.

Brunoseparatedthem:

Allismatterorspiritwhichcombineandseparate.Neitherbody

norsoulneedfeardeath,forbothmatterandformareconstant

abidingprinciples.--Bruno

Andthen,Brunobringsthetwobacktogether.Forhim,matter

atbottomwasspiritandonlybroughtintotherealmofthe

sensebyform,universalintelligence.

Thisspirit,beingpersistentalongwithmatter--andthesebeing

theoneandtheotherindissoluble--itisimpossiblethat

anythingshouldinanyrespectseecorruptionorcometodeath.

--Bruno

Brunowastryingtoresolvetheconflictofspiritandmatter.But

hisattemptplacesuniversalintelligencebelowitssource,which

movestheproblembacktowardsConsciousness.

Toresolvethecontradictions,theinfinitemustbeeitherspiritor

matter.Itcannotbeboth.Norcantheinfiniteconstructaregion

outsideitselfformattertooccupy.

Thingsthataresaidtohavecomeintobeingdidnotjustcome

intobeingbutalwayswereandalwayswillbeintheprocessof

becoming...norealbeingeverceasestobe.--Plotinus

Matter,anditseffects--sin,sickness,anddeath--arestatesof

mortal[finite]mindwhichact,react,andcometoastop.They

arenotfactsofMind.--M.B.Eddy

ForBruno,formisspirit.Andformorworld-souloruniversal

intelligenceisone,unchanging.Andonlytheunchanging--God,

souls(fromworld-soulsondown),atoms--werereal.
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Bodyisinsoul,soulinNous[divinereason,divineMind],Nous

intheOne....UniversalSouldoesnotreallyenterbody.Bodyis

reallyinSoul,notsoulinbody....Soulhasnoplacebutbody.

TheSouldoesnotbelongtothebody.Theuniverseextendsas

farasSoulgoes.TheuniverseisasinglebeingandSoulrulesit

fromwithin.Thisonenaturerulesallnatures....Soulsareasort

ofrays;Nousremainsinitself.ThesoulisilluminatedbyNous.

--Plotinus

ForPlotinus,onlyapartoftheUniversalSouljoinedwithbody

tofulfillitstendenciestowardactivity.ButSoulwasneitherthe

divineMindnortheAbsoluteOne.

Matter'scontent,inHegel,iswhatitisonlybecausethematured

formisincludedinit."Matured"asseparatefromour

immature,finiteunderstandingofit.

Anappearance(orphenomenon)isanessentialexistence.

Thatwhichappearsis,intruedepict,thefullpossessorofthe

entiretyofitsessence.Itisnotafiniteobject,uponwhichmay

behunganameandabagofpredicatesapprovedbyeachand

anypassingmetaphysic.

Thetruthandthoroughnessofthecontentessentiallydepend

onthecontentshowingitselfidenticalwiththeform.

Matteristheconflation,infalsedepict,ofcontentandform.

Thephenomenonistheratioorrelation:inwhichoneandthe

samething,viz,thecontentorthedevelopedform,isseenas

theexternalityofantithesisofindependentexistences,andas

theirequationoridenticalconnection.Anditisinthisconnexion

alonethatthetwothingsdistinguishedarewhattheyare.

ForHegel,theratio(A:B)ismeasureandistherelationof

qualitytoquantity.MeasureisimplicitlyEssence.Or,essence

canonlyappearasqualityisperceivedinthatwhich,tothe

senses,hasfinitemagnitude.



32

DigitalPDFcopiesreleasedunderCreativeCommons3.0-SA-BY-NC
Physicalcopiesandallothermedia:allrightsreserved-R.Earle.Harris(c)2018

HegeliselsewherecriticalofSpinoza'sEuclideangeometric

approachtophilosophy,withitsaxioms,postulates,and

propositions.Apparently,hewouldhaveapprovedhadSpinoza

stucktotheratiosandproportionsofBookV.

Itisnotwewhoframethedemonstrabletruths.The

demonstrabletruthisnotsomethingwhichisoriginalatall.

Notoriginalinus,certainly.Demonstrabletruthisthe

expressionofConsciousness.

Thedemonstrabletruthisalreadyineachrealobject,making

eachrealitywhatitis.Onlythroughdemonstrationcanwemake

anyclaimtotherealizationofeachobjectinreality.

Everythingthatexistsnecessarilyproducesfromitsown

substanceasurroundingrealitydirectedtowardstheexternal

world....OursoulproducesFormsascompletedactsofthe

intellect.--Plotinus

Theso-calledhumanisthesubjectiveortheexternalizedobject

ofhisownthinking,and,beingamereeffect,hechangesand

alterswitheveryalterationofhismind,whichisprojectingor

causingtheeffect.--M.Wilcox

Abadstateorsicklybodymayexist--ofthattherecanbeno

doubt;butthesethingsareuntrue,becausetheirNotionand

theirrealityareoutofharmony.

Hegelwouldbetruertothenecessarydevelopmentofhisown

ideasifhestatedthatabadstateorsicklybodymayassertits

sham-existenceastrue.Butweknowthatinitstruedepictthere

isnosuchexistence,preciselybecausethedemonstrabletruth

ofstateorbodyandthesham-existenceoftheirfalsedepictare

outofharmony.

Ideaisabsolutelyactiveaswellasactual.

Therearesufficient,ifscattered,primaryhistoricalsources,

reachingbackatleasteighteenhundredyearsandrunningupto

thepresent,toindicatethatsomeindividuals,relyingonnothing
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butthetrueIdeasinConsciousness,havedemonstratedthe

truedepictofabadbody--human,social,orpolitic--as

immanentlypractical.Suchpracticalityisleftasanexercisefor

thereader.

Matteristhereforeaspeciesofsubstanceormaterial,ofwhich

andinwhichnatureeffectuatesitsoperation,itswork,and

whichisbyitformedinthemanyformspresentedtotheeyeof

reflection.Natureoperatesfromthecenterofitssubject,or

matter,whichinitselfiswhollydevoidofform.--Bruno

InBruno,matter,untilformedbyuniversalintelligence,is

formlessandspiritual.

Natureisaspiritualunityinwhicharecomprisedallpossible

differencesofexistencesandistheforcewhichbringstheseto

expression.

Natureis,ineverymetaphysicinwhichitoccurs,aforceinthe

visibleworldapartfromtheabsoluteofmind.Butas

Consciousnessisinfinite,therecanbeno"apart"from

Consciousness.Allexpressionisthemanifestationof

Consciousness.NaturefallsbyOccam'sRazor.

Substantialityistheabsoluteactivityofformandthepowerof

necessity:allcontentisbutavanishingelementwhichmerely

belongstothisprocess.

Thiswouldputsubstantialityinmatterandatthenexusofform

andnecessity.ButifConsciousnessisall,matteris"inhere"and

not"outthere."Allform,activity,andpoweristheexpressionof

Consciousness.

ContentisinConsciousness,Idea,andsonevervanishes.As

perceived"outthere,"mattermayvanish.Buthavingvanished

"outthere,"itscontentremains,atleastforatime,eveninthe

finiteconsciousness.Initstruedepict,itmustremaineternally

ininfiniteConsciousness.

Insofarassoulisinvolvedwithbody,itissubjecttothe

necessitywhichcontrolsthevisibleuniverse.--Plotinus
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Necessityandlibertyareone.--Bruno

TheonlynecessityinConsciousnessistheadherenceofourown

consciousnesstoreality.

SubstanceisthesumtotaloftheAccidents,manifestingitselfin

themastheirabsolutenegativity,thatistosay,asanabsolute

power,andatthesametimeastheabundanceofallcontent.

Thisisasdualisticascanbe.Content,ininfiniteabundance,isin

Consciousness.Contentdoesnotenterintotheaccidentsof

matter.Inremainsforeverinitsplace,expressingrealityinits

truedepict.

Thefinitemindplacesbothtruthandfalsehoodinmatter.It

thenplacesmatteroutsideConsciousnessandimbuesitwith

substance,atermwhichinthisusagebecomesimpossiblefor

thefinitemindtodefine.

TheselasttwoquotesofHegelsoresemblePlotinusthatone

couldalmostimagineHegelastheLastAlchemist.Heseemsto

dividehiseffortbetweentruephilosophy,inwhichhecomes

veryclosetoconcreteunity;shoringupthedoctrineofthe

Protestantchurch;correctingAristotle;andrestoringtheideas

ofPlotinusfromtheancientdepthsofNeo-Platonism.But,in

termsofunity,heispointingtowardthefutureandnotthepast.

Thereisonesubstance,onepower,onespace,oneefficient

cause,GodandNature,everywhereequallypowerful.Weinsult

theinfinitecausewhenwesayitmaybethecauseofafinite

effect.--Bruno

HereBrunocomesveryclosetounity.HecallsGodandNature

onebutcannotbringhimselftousebutoneterm.Heplaces

substancecorrectlyintheonecause,withdrawingthatlabel

fromformless,spiritualmatter.Herecognizesthattheone

cause,beinginfinite,canhavenofiniteresult.Heisonestep

awayfromunity.

Thereisnothingwhichmaypreventthisnature,necessity,will,

power,fromproceedingaccordingtoitswholepower,whichis
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goodnessitself,accordingtoitswholegoodness,whichispower

itself,andbothareinfinite,anddiffusethemselvesinfinitely.

--Bruno

Brunohereexpressestheunityofomnipotenceandinfinite

goodness.

SubstanceistheIdeaunderthestilllimitedformofnecessity.

NecessityispartofHegel'sdualism.Itisusedasatermforthe

lawsofmatter,asprevailingovertheformsofConsciousness.

ButsubstanceisConsciousness.Thereisnoneedtocreatean

entityorpowerbetweenconsciousnessandthought.

Necessitybecomesfreedom;substance,thedemonstrabletruth.

Or,whenfreedofmatter,ideabecomesfreeofmateriallaws

andmaterialsubstancebecomesthetrueanddemonstrable

ideainConsciousness,thatis,intheworld.Thedualismcomes

fromseparatingourconsciousnessfromConsciousness.That

whichisinfiniteincludesall.

Ifourconsciousnessseemsfinite,ifsubstanceseemssubjectto

accident,ifweareunabletodemonstraterealityinitstrue

depict,theblamecannotbelaidatthedoorofConsciousness.

Acceptingafiniteconsciousnessasareliefagainstrealizingour

natureinitstruedepictisanindividualchoice.

Man

Manismostindependentwhenheknowshimselftobe

determinedbytheabsoluteideathroughout.

Manismostindependentwhenheexpresseshistrue

individuality.Hedoesthisbysiftingthechaffoffinite,repetitive

ideasfromthewheatofinfiniteConsciousness.Hecaninthis

wayexpresshimselfinhistruedepict.

Thepossibilityofrisingfromthelowesttothehighest,tothe

Oneaboveall,impliedtheexistenceofsomewhatoftheOneas

acommonnatureofall.--MacIntyreonBruno
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Manisahumanlycontractedinfinity.--TheCusan

Matteristheformlessgroundofimitationbeings.--Plotinus

Themoreoneexpressestheinfinite,themoreindividualone's

expressionbecomes.Remaininginthecommonmind,

everythingonedoesresemblestheactivitiesofeveryoneelse.

ThereareFormsofindividuals;ourpersonalitieshaveeternal

principlesintheintelligibleworld[Nous].Wearemade

individualsbyform,notbymatter.Wemustnotbeafraidofthe

infinitythisintroducesintotheworld,asitisaninfinityofpower

inanindivisibleunity.--Plotinus

Removingtheunnecessaryelementshere,inthemannerof

Occam,individualsaretheeternalexpressionofConsciousness.

Althoughwedoremainafraidoftheinfinitythisintroduces,its

powermustbeourpower,too,asitsobjectsofexpression.

ThedemonstrabletruthisthetruthofBeingandEssence--

EssencewhichhasrevertedtothesimpleimmediacyofBeing....

Thedemonstrabletruthisaninfiniteformofboundlessactivity.

TheideasofConsciousness,Hegel'sdemonstrabletruths,as

expressionsofConsciousness,orinfiniteLife,arethemselveslife

andareexpressedinactivity.One'srightactivityisthe

expressionofone'sindividuality,asconceivedbyinfinite

Consciousness.

ForBruno,Beingisunityandlifeisinfinite.Inhisunderstanding,

therewasonlyOneBeing,divine,immortal."Divine"hasalways

areligiouscontext.Moreclearlyexpressed,thereisonlyone

Being,spiritual,eternal.

Still,forBruno,theperfectabsoluteisdual.Hisunityseparates

intodivinity,theintellectoftheuniverse,absolutegoodnessand

truthandintotheimmeasurablecorporealreflectionofthe

divine.ButConsciousnessanditsideaisone.

IndividualsoulsaredistinctbutnotseparateinSoul.Itisonly

therecipientwhothinksitisdivided.--Plotinus
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Forthinkingmeansthat,intheother,onemeetswithoneself.--

Itmeansaliberationwhichisnottheflighttoabstraction,but

consistsinthatwhichisactualhavingitselfnotassomething

elsebutasitsownbeingandcreationintheotheractualitywith

whichitisboundup.

AsConsciousnessisinfinite,anythingperceivedas"outthere"is

"inhere."Allindividuals,allindividualexpressionsofhighest

individualityaretherefore"inhere."Andsotheirindividual

expressionsareboundtogether.ThereisnobasisforSolipsism.

TheflighttoabstractionisthedenialoftheEssenceintheother,

subtractingwhatisconcretefromthosewithwhomweare

boundupandreplacingtheother'sessentialqualitieswitha

nameandalistofpredicates.

TheCusanheldfortheboundlessnessoftheuniverse,the

connectionofallbeing,theall-comprehensiverichnessof

individuality.--FalckenbergontheCusan

Hissenseofinfiniteunityembracedthefulnessofevery

expressedideaasinfinite.

ManisthemirrorofAll.--TheCusan

TheCusanwentevenfurther,makingmankindtheexpressionof

allofinfiniteConsciousness.

Aprinciplehasnoneedofwhatcomesafterit....TheOnemust

givehimselfbeingorHewillceasetobe.--Plotinus.

Manhasinfiniteworthandinfiniterights.

Ifevertherewasamomentwhenmandidnotexpressthe

divineperfection,thentherewasamomentwhenmandidnot

expressGod,andconsequentlyatimewhenDeitywas

unexpressed--thatis,withoutentity.--M.B.Eddy

Here,Hegelismidwaybetweenpolarviewpoints.Yethe

excludesmanfromtheunityofConsciousness.Theinfinite

worthofmanishisinfinitenecessityforConsciousness.All
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ideasandtheirnecessaryexpressionarenecessarytoinfinite

Consciousness.

Thefiniteindividualisanaccidentofmatter.--Bruno

Clearly,Hegelhasmovedbeyondthefinitehistoricalideaof

man.

Asexistinginanindividualform,thisliberation[quotep.37]is

called"I";asdevelopedtoitstotality,itisfreeMind;asfeeling,it

isLove;andasenjoyment,itisHappiness.

HegelcomesveryclosetounifyingmanandConsciousness.His

failureisduetohisclingingtotheprogressusadinfinitum,

whichhehimselfsayswemustgiveup.

TheOneisthefatherofReason[Nous].HelovesHimself,and

HisloveofHimselfisonewithhisbeing.--Plotinus

ButinPlotinus,theloveremainsintheOne.Itdoesnotradiate

outwards.

Thelawoflove--whichspringsnotfromtheevilgeniusofany

onerace,butfromGodthefatherofall,andisinharmonywith

universalnature,whichteachesageneralloveofman,thatwe

shouldloveourenemieseven,shouldnotremainlikebrutesor

barbarians,butbetransformedintothelikenessofHimwho

makesHissuntoriseuponthegoodandthebad,andpoursthe

rainofHismerciesuponthejustandtheunjust.--Bruno

Whatspringsfromtheinfiniteisthatinfinite.Consciousness

lovesallofitsideasintheirtruedepict.

Totheloveinthehumansoul,therecorrespondsloveinthe

divinenature,becauseloveistheessenceofdivinity.--Bruno

ForBruno,LoveisasynonymforConsciousness.

Loveisthatbyvirtueofwhichallthingsareproduced,whichis

inallthings,andisthevigorofallthings.--Bruno

Pantheismisthebeliefthattheinfiniteisinthefinite.

MaintainingtheunityofConsciousness,ideasareproducedand
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sustainedbytheirproducer.Consciousnessisnotinideas,but

ideasinConsciousness.

Theinfinitemustreflectateverymomenttheinfinite,eternally

realized,thoughtoftheOneMind.--Bruno

Thefirst"infinite"hereistheinfiniteexpression,thesecond,the

infiniteexpresser.

Idea

TherealizationoftheIdeaistheObject.

AsinfiniteConsciousnessandtheonlyworldisone,the

realizationoftheideainone'sownconsciousnessdemonstrates

therealityoftheobject,whichthatideaexpresses,intheworld.

ForHegel,thefiniteistheobjectiveexistencenotinharmony

withitsidea.Onemistakesthisfinityforarealityinafinite

world,whenitisonlyanerroneousapprehensionofinfinite

realitybythefinitemind.

Nousmakesbeingexistbythinkingit.EachthingitselfisNous

anditsgroundisNous.Eachthingisinfinite.Realityiswisdom

there.InNousaretheFormsofallthingsthatexistintheworld

ofthesenses.--Plotinus

InPlotinus,manonlyparticipatesintruethoughtforthe

durationofshortperiodsofsporadicallysuccessfulmeditation.

TheideasofConsciousnessandthoseofuswithconsciousness

arekeptseparatebyPlotinus.

TheIntelligencewhichisthetruestbeautyattainablebyus,is

notyetDivinityitself,butonlythehighestintelligiblespecies,

form,thehighestIdea.--Bruno

Brunomaintainstheprogressusadinfinitum.Butnonumberof

mentalstepsattainsanyoftherealizationsweexperience.Each

individualmustpreparehisowngroundfortheblossomingof

ideas.Butthedemonstrabletruth,inourexperience,isalways

greaterthanthepreparation.
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Intheinfiniteprocess,theinfinite,withallitsperfection,is

whollypresent.--MacIntyreonBruno

BrunorealizesthepresenceofinfiniteConsciousnessas

omnipresent.Hesimplyfailstorealizethatsuchconsciousness

cannotcreateanideaunlikeitselfwhichwouldrequirefinite

progress.Finiteprogressisinfiniteprogressinitsfalsedepict.

Thefinitedoesnotinvolveexistence....Thefiniteisuntrue.

Insomefashionhere,Hegeldoesnotmakethismistake.Buthe

oftenseemstowalkthelinebetweenunityandduality.

Ibelievethatwhatisessentialisfortheactivityofclarification

tobecarriedoutwithCOURAGE;withoutthisitbecomesmerely

aclevergame.--Wittgenstein

WithhistiestoProtestantismandtotheacademiaofthetime,

perhapsHegellackedthecouragetocrossthelineandassert

unity.

Truth,inthedeepersense,consistsintheidentityoftheobject

andthedemonstrabletruth.

Orperhaps,tohisunderstanding,hethoughthehad,infact,

donejustthat.

Thedemonstrabletruthisthepowerofsubstanceinthefruition

ofitsownbeing,andtherefore,whatisfree.Initsidentitywith

itselfitispurelyandentirelycharacterized....Thedemonstrable

truthfallsshortoftheidea.

Thereisadifferencebetweenthebeliefthattruthisacquired

throughprogressusadinfinitumandtheinfiniteavailabilityof

truth.Theentiretyofeventhatwhichwebegintodemonstrate

isalwaysbeyondourdemonstration.Andthisinfiniteexcessis

notaproductofman'ssupposedfinity.

Falseinfinityisthatwhichisenteredintostepbystepandnever

completedbyanyprocessofprogressusadinfinitum.Butthe

infinite,asall,isever-expandinginitsinfiniteactivity.
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Thisgivesthelietothefalsesenseofpersonalmastery.No

matterwhatoursenseofprogressinwhateverfield,weareall

students,kneelingatthegateoftheinfinite.

TheOneistheunconditioned,unlimitedPrincipleofallthings.

--Plotinus

Thedemonstrabletruthistheprincipleofalllife,andthus

possessesineverypartthecharacterofcompleteness.

Thiscompletenessisperceivedbyeverylevelofunderstanding

sufficientforthedemonstration.Andeveryindividualwhocan

thusdemonstrateisawareoftheinfiniteexcessawaitingdeeper

demonstration.

Forthedemonstrabletruthisnotpalpablebytouch,andwhen

weareengagedwithit,wemustbedeadtohearingandseeing.

HegelischannelingPlotinusagain.Noideaispalpabletoany

physicalsense.Butalldemonstrationisconcreteandrealizable

fromanystandpoint.Itshowsitstruth.

Thesoul,compelledbyitsloftierthoughts,asifdeadtothe

body,aspiresupwards.--Bruno

Itisoftenthecasethatoneisdeadtohearingandseeingwhen

onerealizesthetruth.Butdemonstrationtakesplaceintheonly

world,wheredemonstrationisacknowledgedbythesenses.

Demonstrationunrecognizablebyperceptionisnonsense.

Werealizeinconsciousness.Wedemonstrateintheonlyworld,

alwayswithmankindaswitness.

TheinwardmotionoftheNotionisDevelopment.

Hegelseemstothinkthatthedemonstrabletruthis,insome

sense,thepropertyoftheindividualandisdevelopedbythe

individual.

Thedemonstrabletruthisdiscoveredbytheindividualand

throughdemonstration,moreofitsessenceisrevealed.

Truthisalreadyinfinite,complete.
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Individualandactualarethesamething.

Consciousnessisthebasisofallindividuality.Norealindividual

expressionisoutsideofLifeorTruth.Theindividualisactualto

theextentthatConsciousnessisexpressed.

Therestisthesham-existenceofpersonality.

TheIdeaistruthinitselfandforitself--theabsoluteunityof

thedemonstrabletruthandobjectivity.Itsrealcontentisthe

exhibitionitgivesitselfintheformofoutwardBeing-then-and-

there.

TruthisthesumofrealityinConsciousnessand,therefore,in

theworld.Theideathattruthissomethirdthingoutsidethe

ideaanditsrealizedessencebegsforOccam'sRazor.

LikeLife,TruthisConsciousness.Subtractinganyofthesethree

destroystheothertwo.Theyaresynonymsoftheonlyinfinity.

IntheIdea,wehavenothingtodowiththeindividual,norwith

figurateconceptions,norwithexternalthings.

Thisistrue,giventhatConsciousnessistheonlyindividuality,

expressingthatindividualityinfinitelyinallitsideasandthatall

externalthingsare"inhere"inConsciousness.

RealizingthattheonlyworldisentirelyinConsciousnessdoes

notdiminishtheworldinanyway.Itenlargesone'ssenseof

Consciousnessandofone'sownbeing.

Ideaistheoneanduniversalsubstance:butitsdevelopedand

genuineactualityistobeasasubjectandinthatwayasMind.

EverythingthatisuntrueisconsumedanddestroyedinIdea.

EverythingthatisuntruehasneverbeentrueinConsciousness.

Aswerealizethedemonstrablenatureofanidea,thisdestroys

allthefalsehoodswhichcanattempttoassertthemselvesinits

place.Wethenseethemforwhattheyare--assham-existence.

Goodandabsolutegoodnessiseternallyaccomplishingitselfin

theworld:andtheresultisthatitneednotwaituponus,butis

already,byimplication,aswellasinfullactuality,accomplished.



43

DigitalPDFcopiesreleasedunderCreativeCommons3.0-SA-BY-NC
Physicalcopiesandallothermedia:allrightsreserved-R.Earle.Harris(c)2018

ThisassertsnotonlytheunityofConsciousnessbuttheunityof

Consciousnessandtheworld.

Theremustnecessarilybeaplaceinthevisibleworldforevil....

Evilmustbeintheclassofnon-being,itsprinciplebeing

formlessness[matter].Evilisanimageofbeingorsomething

evenlessreal.--Plotinus

Goodandevilarenottwo,butone,forevilisnaught,andgood

onlyisreality.--M.B.Eddy

Thesham-existenceofallthatassertsitselftobeotherthan

goodhasnoplaceorexistence.Thereisonlyallgood,already

accomplished.Thedemonstrationofthisisallthatisrequiredof

us.

Absoluteideathinksitself,theunityofpracticalandtheoretical,

oflifeandcognition,thesumofallideas.

Absoluteidea,thesumofallideas,isthereforeinfinite

Consciousnessexpressingitselfastheonlyworld.


