~ ~ 1A 4 JHuanor: He xypits
[BaauaTtb WeCcTou YypoK o
I'pammatuka:  26.A: The Infintive: Form
26.b: The Infinitive : Usage

He kyputb  No smoking
1 | (B camogére.) (In an airplane)
Myma |2 |Bam nomoun? Can I help you with that?
Jléna 3 | Conacnbo. MHe ogHOM TaKOH TSHKERIH YeMOAAH He | Thanks. There’s no way I could lift this
4 | MOAHSATD. suitcase by myself.
Muama |5 |boxe moii! Uto y Bac B ueModHe - KHPNUWYH, uTOo | My goodness. What do you have in the
6 |mn? suitcase, bricks or something?
JIéna 7 | Jla, oH OeHCTBUTEIBHO OUCHD TOKEIBIH. S émy K Yeah, it really is heavy. I'm going (to visit) my
8 | oty Bo ExkaTepunOypr. OH HOMPOCHT MEHA father in Yekaterinburg. He asked me to bring
9 | MpUBE3TH MAIIYINYI0 MALIIAHKY. him a typewriter.
Muama |10 | OTo 64eHb MIIIO ¢ Bamiel cTopoHbl. Kyma ero That’s very nice of you. Where should I put it?
11 | moctaButh? (bep€T yeMoman)
JIéna 12 | Ceituac, omHy ceKyHA04UKY. Hamo cHaudia ero Hold on. One second. I have to lock it first.
13 | 3amepérs. (3ammpaeT). (Locks it.)
Muama |14 |3BuHATE, 1 HE X0UY COBATEH CBOI HOC B BAIIU Aea, | Excuse me, I don’t want to shove my nose into
15 | HO mMoueMy BBI Apo:kHATe? Bam mnoxo? you affairs, but why are you shaking? Are you
not feeling well?
JIéna 16 | Curapéry ouens xouetcs. U mb1 OyeM B BO3nyxe | I really need a cigarette! And we 're going to
17 |uacos mecth! Kaxoii kommap! S mpocTo ympy. be in the air for around six hours. What a
nightmare. I'm not going to make it.
Munma |18 | /la, s Bac xopoiio moHUMAL0, HO TaM HameaHo: He | Yeah, I feel your pain, but it’s written over
19 | kypuTh. YUTo *XKe nénath? there: No Smoking. What can you do?
CnoBapb
1 | caMOIIET airplane (Lit.: self-flyer)
3 |uemoman suitcase
ru > I4 . .
4 | momHuMait+ // {nomHuMm+ / ogHA+} | lift; raise

5 | xupnyg

mother could love.)

brick (FYI: There’s an expression Mépaa kupnu4a npoécur which literally
means Face asks for a brick. The closest translation is He has a face only a

< . ,
9 | mpuBO3L+ // IPUBE3+

bring (by vehicle)

9 | mAOIyIIas ManiiHKa

typewriter (Lit.: writing machine)

12 | OIHY CeKYHIIOUKY

hold on a second (The verb mogoxna- has been ellipted.)

15 | mpoxa+

your booty

shake Intransitive — which means that you need a different verb to say shake

16 | curapéra

Guess! (Note that it’s feminine in Russian.)

18 | HammAcaHo

it is written
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26.A The Infinitive (MHdmMHNTUB): FOrm

26.A.1 Forming the Infinitive: V+C (No problem)

By far the most common infinitive ending is -Tb. As expected, with vowel stems simple V+C addition occurs:

Stem Infinitive
TOBOPH+ TOBOPHTH
BHJIe+ BHJIETD
Jexa+ JIeXKATD
MUCA+ MUCATE
KA+ JKJIATh
KONO+...cH KOJIOTHCS
obMaHy+ 0o0OMaHYTh
MPUBHIK| HY [+ MIPUBBIKHYTh
COBa+ COBATH
TOJIOCOBA+ TOJIOCOBATH

Nearly all double-stem verbs have a past tense/infinitive stem (the one on the right) that ends in a vowel, leading
to a harmonious V+C combination. (See below for the two double-stem verbs whose past tense/infinitive stem

ends in a consonant.)

Stem Infinitive
{mbit+ / i+ MTUTH
{MO¥+ / MBI+} MBITh
{com+ / cma+} cIaTh
{Gym+ / ObI+} OBITH
{ém+/ éxa+} €XaTh
{Opéii+...cs/ OpH+...cH} OpHUTHCA
{Bo3bM+ / B3SI+} B3STh
{noti+ / mé+} MeTh
{nait+" / naBai+} JTABATH
{BcTaii+" / BcTaBA+} BCTaBATh




26-i ypok

MpammaTtuka

Recall that for a few double-stem verbs, the stress in the infintive (on the second syllable) is different from the
stress for the past tense (which has shfiting stress from the first syllable to the last). See 17.A.2a for review.

Stem Infinitive
{Haum+ / HAYA+) HAYATh
{mpuM+” / IIpHHSE+ . MPUHSTH
{momHUM+" / MOXHS+} MOTHATH

And the two triple-stem verbs we have seen (die, lock) also have an infinitive stem that ends in a vowel—actually
the combination -epé+. See 13.b5.4 for review.

Stem

(Present / Past / Infinitive)

Infinitive

{ymp+'/ ymep+ / ymepé+}

YMEPETh

{3amp+” / samep+ / 3amepé-+}

3anepéTh

@ Give the Infinitive

1. He HAmo Tak rpOMKO TOBOPH+.

4. He 3abyup {3aup+ / zanep+/
3amepé+} IBEpPb.

7. OH 3HaeT, Kak Tyma {éa+/
éxa+}?

10. 5 He x0uy e€ maxke BUAC+.

13. Hano {mMOW+ / MBI+} PYKH TpH
pasa B JIeHb.

26.b.

gl

Owna 1ro0uT nmuca+ MEIOM.

51 He MoTy TIpUBEIK[HY |+ K
3aHITHAM.

H410 60pd+...cs ¢ TapaKAHMAN.

’ > ’
. OH {HauH+" / Ha4a+} ypOK B

JIEBATE.

7 ’ <
. Huktd e cmOxkeT {moganm+ /

> ’ I 7
TIOIHSI+} 3TOT YEMOJIAH.

Forming the Infinitive From Consonant Stems

@

, >
Msue xouetcs {cum+ /cmar+}.

OH He OyneT )I()j[2>1+.

3a Koro THI OYACIIL TOIOCOBA+?

12. 5 01 XOTéM ¢ Hell TOTaHIEBA+

15. Korsia Mbl TOKHEI BEPHY+...C5?

When forming the infinitive from consonant stems, several different changes can occur, depending on the final

consonant of the stem:

1) Stems in i, B, H lose the final stem consonant (just like in the past) and attach -Tb

Stem Infinitive
YHATAM+ YUTATH
3HAK+ 3HaTh
KUB+ KHTh
TUTBIB+ IIBITH
CTaH+ CTATh
IéH+ JIETh
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2) Stems in ¢ and 3 attach -Ti (or -Tb if stress is on stem, which only occurs in a few 3-stems). This is
simple C+C addition, which is not supposed to happen. (Recall that we previously saw C+C addition
in the non-masculine past tense forms of Greasy Zeke verbs: momormna, ymMepiu, ekio, etc.)

Stem Infinitive
HEC+’ HECTH
crac+’ cImacTi
Tpac+ shake TPACTH
BE3+ Be3TH
né3+ climb (stem-stressed) Te3Th

3) In stems ending in a, T and 6 the final consonant “mutates” to ¢, onto which either -1# or -Tb is added.
Where do we find the ending -Tb? Only in “mixed-stress” verbs, which are end-stressed in the
present/infinitive but stem-stressed in the past/infinitive. (Recall our notation for “mixed-stress” —a " directly
over the final consonant of the stem.) All T-stems and 6-stems are end-stressed throughout; only a-stems (in

this group) have mixed stress.

Stem Infinitive
BEJ+ BECTA
MET+ MECTH
rpéd+” row TpecTh
KJia i+ KpacThb
VKpajI+ VKPacTh
ymajl + YIACTD

As we mentioned in Lesson 13, the infitive of the verb grow, whose present tense stem is pact+ is pactit. (To be

honest, you really don’t see this verb in the infinitive very often.)

4) Stems in r and k mutate to 4b. If the stem vowel is &, it becomes e (before the soft consonant).

Stem Infinitive
méK+ neynr (&>e before a soft consonant)
TEK+ TE€UbL (&>e before a soft consonant)
c8k+ slash ceub (&>e before a soft consonant)
IOMOT+" MOMOYb
cTpul+...cs CTpUYbCS
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5) Note that the two double-stem verbs whose past tense/infinitive stems end in consonant follow the rules
outlined above:

Stem Infinitive

{cam+ / cén+} (n>c, stem stressed) | cecTh

{msr+ / n€r+} (1>u; €¢) nievb

Summary of C+C Infinitive Formation

W/B/H (losers!) > Th T/UB > CTH (CTh) | C/3>CTHA/3THA 3Th)/ I/K >Yb

26.A. The infinitive forms marit and nmoiTn

For the verb go (make one’s way, head), whose present tense stem is ug+" (muay, uaér, mayrt) and whose past stem
is mé+ (&) (méa, muia, man), the infinitive form is mara. (Based on the present tense stem, a g-stem, you might
predict ey, but that’s not it.)

The perfective has a “present” tense stem notia+" (momy, moiaET, moiayT) and past tense stem momeé+" (€)
(momén, monuia, momwan). The perfective infinitive is moATA—no 1!!

gb Give the Infinitive.

4 I &% r 4 o , 4 < 7 v J4
1. Oua a00uT 3aHUMAT+...CH B 2. S nonpocuu Butio npunéc+ 3. Hamo momor+ Ar1oil )KEHNITUHE.
Kade. TOPT.
4. OmnHa XO04YeT CTaH+ BpauOM. 5. T o0enran noaMer+  mou. 6. Huna moour nék-+.
- > r ; , , r .
S xouy xxuB+ B CubHpu 8. OH cobupaercs ykpa/i+ 9. S He xouay né3+ (climb) Ha
MaIiHy TepEBo.
10. S 6uens xouy to go (perfective) 11. Ona nayumnachk (learned) 12. M1 JOTKHBI TIepeBE M+
Ha KOHIIEPT C BAMHU. rpéb+" (row) Koraa ei OpLI0 (translate) 3ty crarsio.
[ATH JIET
13. Yaii 6uens ropsunii. Hano 14. V3xé nopa to go (imperfective) 15. Onn obemana oTBE3+  (take) nx
nmonyii+ (blow) Ha HETO. B a3ponopT.
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26.b  The Infinitive: Usage

26.b.1 Russian infinitive = English to [verb]

In most cases, the infinitive, which is a single word in Russian, corresponds to the phrase to [verb] in English, and
is used after verbs like want, like, hate, can, promise as well after certain neuter predicates like difficult, good, etc:

O x0uer JXeHUThcd Ha Marre.,

S mo6ro cuaéTh Ha TIONY.

Ona HeHaBU/IeTh pabOTaTh B CTOIOBOM.

Bépa obemana Ham moMOUB
Tel yméenp UTPATH B MAXMATHI?
brio OueHb TPYIHO HAMTH €T0.

Xoporid HoryJsiTe mocie 00éa.

He wants to marry Masha.

1 like to sit on the floor.

She hates working (to work) in the cafeteria.
Vera promised to help us.

Do you know how to play chess?

1t was very difficult to find him.

1t’s good to take a walk after dinner.

Note that sometimes English drops the 7o (in phrases with the so-called modal verbs):

51 He MoOT cHaTh.

I couldn’t sleep.

Te1 10JDKEH el TIOMOYB. You should help her.
gb MepeBeanTe Ha PyCCKUN:
1. One mustn’t (Hens3s) to touch that vase (Baza) 2. I(F) couldn’t believe my eyes.
3. Vera wants to marry Gena. (remember this?) 4. Canyousing? (Do you possess the talent?)
5. He likes to exaggerate. 6. We should help that poor cockroach.
7. No one likes to shave. 8. She should stay (at) home.
9. Iwantto sleep in. 10. I don’t want to correct the homeworks. (use

JOMALIHUE pa6doThI)

26.b.2  Russian Infinitive With Modal Meaning

As we saw in Lesson 12 in our explanation of the poem, YM6m Pocclito He MOHSITE, a bare infinitive (with
optional dative “subject”) can be used to express possibility. In fact, there are several “modal” meanings of a bare
infinitive, including (lack of) ability, desirability, prohibition.

Possibility / Desirability / Advisability

*Bam nomMoun? Do you need some help? Should I help you?

3aKpbITh OKHO? Should I close the window?
Kyna moctaputh kpécio? Where should I put the armchair?

*HamaTs Te0é yato? Do you want (me to pour you) some tea?

*Think about the use of the dative in these examples.
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Lack of Ability

MHe HUKAK HE TOAHITh YeMOAH. There’s no way I can lift the suitcase.

Emy He BEIMUTSH 11EMyT0 OYTEUIKY cOKa! He can’t drink a whole bottle of juice.

26.b.2a Infinitive dative oqnomy/oanoi/ogum: Doing something by oneself

In this meaning, in addition to the dative subject you can include the dative forms oaHomy/oanoi/oqnnm together
with the negative particle He to indicate that the person(s) cannot perform the action alone, without assistance:

Eil onnO# He cnénath 3Ty padboTy. She can’t do this whole job herself.
WM otHIM HE TTIOCTPOUTH JIOM. They can’t build a house by themselves.
MHe 0JTHOMY HE CheCTh CTOIBKO KYKYPY3bI. I can’t eat so much corn by myself.

26.5.3 Imperfective infinitive as negated imperatives

On official signs it is quite common to see imperfective infinitives used as (negative) imperatives:

He xyprts! No Smoking.

He Bxomnrs! Do Not Enter

He otkphiBaTh OKHa! Keep the Windows Closed
He Tporarts! Do Not Touch

He xomnth mo Tpasé! Do Not Walk on the Grass
He xynarbcs! No Swimming

The infinitive as imperative can be used in speech, but it very harsh. In some cases, this use is reserved for
animals.

Momaats! Keep quiet!

Cunéts! / Jlewats! (Ofien said to a dog. You could say  Sit! / Lie!
it to a cat, but you’d just be wasting your time.)

T T T T T T T T T T T T T T T T T T T T T T T T T T T T T T T al

? i Question: Why are the verbs eumérh/aexarn used? I thought these verbs meant be ina i
sitting/lying position? Why not cecTh/J1e4nb, which mean to get into a :

sitting/lying position? !

| Answer: Good question! We have wondered about this one ourselves, but you must use :
! CHAETL/ IeXKATE. !
: But notice in English we say Sit!//Lie! — and not Sit down!/Lie down! So, there! :

Recall that you can also use Heb3si with an infinitive to indicate prohibition. We’ll cover this later in the course.
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Finally, there’s a nice fixed phrase with an infinitive:

Yro ke pénars? Yeah, but what can you do.

@ MepeBeanTe Ha PYCCKUN:

1. He can’t lift the heavy suitcase himself. 2. We can’t do everything ourselves.

3. She can’t fix mounnm+ the car herself. 4. No Smoking!

5. Do Not Touch! 6. Sit! (said to a dog)

7. Do you need some help? 8. Should I lock the door?

9. Should I place the book on the shelf? 10. There’s no way he can eat (up) so much ice cream.
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2  YnpaxHénue 1 Give the verb forms. Try not to look back at the lesson:

die perfective bring (by vehicle) perfective sit down perfective
Stems Stem Stems
“Present” “Present” “Present”
a1 a1 a1

oHA oHA oHA

OHH OHH OHH

Past Past Past

OH OH OH

OHA OHA OHA

OHHI OHHI OHH
Infinitive Infinitive Infinitive

2  YnpaxHénue 2 TepeBeanTe Ha PYCCKUM:

1. Where did my suitcase disappear to?

2. Wait a second!
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3. Who will lift the desk? I can’t lift it by myself.

4. It seems to me that he is shaking.
5. Vika has her own airplane.
6. + Give me a cigarette. — Are you blind or something? It’s written (over) there: No Smoking.
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