
 
  
   
    
     
 
 

  37-1 

Диалђги: “What kind of computer do you have?”
ГраммЌтика: The Genitive of personal and 

interrogative pronouns 
 Expressing possession in Russian with 

у + GEN 
 -  Have in Russian 
 -  The ’existence’ word есть ‘there 

is/are’ 
 -  Possession in the Past Tense 
 The Genitive of Negation  

 
Диалђг 
 

Какђй у тебј компьїтер?          What kind of computer do you have? 

 1 Ѕра в пЌникe Ira is in a panic 

СлЌва: 2 Что с тобђй?  Что случЏлось? What’s wrong with you?  What happened? 

Ѕра: 3  
4 

Я как раз закЌнчивала огрђмноe сочинЎниe, а 
мой компьїтeр сломЌлся. 

I was just finishing a huge paper and my 
computer broke. 

СлЌва: 5 Какђй кошмЌр.  Чeм я могѓ тeбЎ помђчь? What a nightmare.  How can I help you? 

Ѕра: 6 Какђй у тeбј компьїтeр, PC Џли Макинтђш? What kind of computer do you have, PC or  Mac? 

СлЌва: 7  
8  
9 

К сожалЎнию у мeнј нeт компьїтeра.  У мeнј 
был нђутбук, но я eгђ прђдЌл.  У моeгђ сосЎда 
eсть компьїтeр. По-мђeму, у нeгђ PC. 

Unfortunately I don’t have a computer.  I had a 
laptop (notebook), but I sold it.  My roommate 
has a computer.  I think he has a PC. 

Ѕра: 10 А какђй у нeгђ прЏнтeр? What kind of printer does he have? 

СлЌва: 11
12 

У нeгђ нeт прЏнтeра.  Тђ-eсть, у нeгђ eсть 
прЏнтeр, но он нe рабђтаeт. 

He doesn’t have a printer.  I mean, he does have 
a printer, but it doesn’t work. 

Ѕра: 13 Какђй кошмЌр! What a nightmare! 

 
СловЌрь 
 
1 пЌника panic 

3 как раз just; precisely (at this/that moment) 

3 закЌнчивай+ finish – repeated action 

3 сочинЎние composition; paper 

4 компьїтер  (Note the ь!) computer 

4 сломЌй+…ся break (down) – this Verb is intransitive  

6 у тебј (Genitive pronoun) +NOM you have (lit.: ‘by you’)  (See below for explanation of have) 

6 PC (писЏ) (they use the Latin letters for this) 

7 у менј (Genitive pronoun) нет +GEN I don’t have…  

8 нђутбук notebook computer; laptop 

8 продЌл or прђдал  Fem продалЌ 
Plural прђдали or продЌли 

sell (Present Tense is irregular – just use the Past and Infinitive for now) 

9 у негђ (Genitive pronoun)  есть 
+NOM 

he has … (Есть emphasizes the existence of the Noun in the Nominative) 

10 прЏнтер printer 

11 тђ-есть I mean, …; that is (to say) … 
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37.А Genitive Pronouns 
 
Genitive personal pronouns are identical to those in the Accusative, so you have nothing new to learn.  (Sorry to 
disappoint you.)  Some of the interrogative pronouns have the -ого/-его ending which is characteristic of the 
Genitive Case.  It is very important to remember that, just as with the Accusative, the 3rd person personal 
pronouns (but not the possessives) begin with н- when preceded by a Preposition. 
 Genitive Case: Pronouns 
 

NOMINATIVE GENITIVE 

я I мeнј me 

ты you тeбј you 

он; онђ he; it (н)eгђ him; it 

онЌ she (н)eё her 

мы we нас us 

вы you (Formal; pl) вас you; y’all 

онЏ they (н)их them 

кто who когђ who(m) 

никтђ no one никогђ no one 

что what чегђ what 

ничегђ nothing ничегђ nothing 

 

Put the pronouns into the correct form:  
Model:  Љто подЌрок для (я)  Љто подЌрок для менј 
 
1. ты 2. он 3. онЌ 4. мы 
5. вы 6. я 7. онЏ 8. кто?  (in front) 
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37.Б Expressing Possession in Russian: У + Genitive 
 Какђй у тебј компьїтер? (6);  У менј был нђутбук (7) 

 
 
37.Б.1  Have in Russian 
 
One verb that Russian does not have is have.1  Instead, to express somebody has something, the following 
construction is used: 
 

у + “Possessor” in GENITIVE + form of be (or есть) + “Noun possessed” in NOMINATIVE 
 
Literally this constructions means: By POSSESSOR (there) is/exists NOUN POSSESSED. (More on есть and 
“existence” below.)  Some examples: 
 

Listen and repeat all examples on this page 
 
      У  +  POSSESSOR  +  BE     +     NOUN POSSESSED 
       (GEN)  (ЕСТЬ)      (NOM) 
 У моeгђ брЌта есть компьїтeр. 
 By my brother (there) is  a computer. 

= My brother has a computer. 

 У ВЎры  большЌя спЌльня. 
 By Vera is a large bedroom. 

= Vera has a large bedroom. 

 У ИвЌна  дорогЏe часѕ. 
 By Ivan is  an expensive watch. 

= Ivan has an expensive watch. 

 У eё мЌтeри  огрђмные бЌнки икрѕ.
 By her mother are huge jars of caviar. 

= Her mother has huge jars of caviar. 

 
 
Variation on a theme: You can ask someone what kind of Noun they have by using какђй, which agrees in 
gender and number with the Nominative Noun (the thing possessed): 
 
КАКІЙ + У  +  POSSESSOR  +  BE     +     NOUN POSSESSED 
       (GEN)             (NOM) 
   Masculine    
Какђй у её отцЌ  прЏнтeр? 
What kind by her father is  printer? 

= What (kind of) printer does her 
father have? 

   Neuter    
Какђе у Лёвы  пЏво? 
What kind by Lyova is  beer? 

= What (kind of) beer does Lyova 
have? 

   Feminine    
КакЌя у егђ сестрѕ  машЏна? 
What kind by his sister is car? 

= What (kind of) car does his sister 
have? 

   Plural    
КакЏе у их профЎссора  кнЏги? 
What kind by their professor are books? 

= What (kind of) books does their 
professor have? 

 
                                                 
1  Actually Russian does have a verb имЎй+ have, but it’s used only with certain abstract nouns.  We’ll be seeing it later on.  
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Note that, just like the Accusative personal pronouns, Genitive 3rd person personal pronouns are identical in form 
to 3rd person possessives (See 28.В).  Remember that the extra н- is added when eго, eё, их are used as personal 
pronouns following a Preposition, but not when they are used as possessives: 
 
 

3RD PERSON GENITIVE PRONOUN 3RD  PERSON POSSESSIVE 
(with н- after preposition) (no н- after preposition) 

У негђ жёлтое полотЎнце. He has a yellow 
towel. 

 
КакЏе у неё брїки? What kind of pants 

does she have? 
 
У них красЏвый дом They have a beautiful 

house. 

У [eгђ брЌта] жёлтое полотЎнце. [His brother] has a yellow 
towel. 

 
КакЏе у [eё сестрѕ] брїки? What kind of pants does 

[her sister] have? 
 
У [их родЏтелей*] красЏвый дом. [Their parents] have a 

beautiful house. 
 
*This is the Genitive plural, which we have not seen yet.  We just wanted to include an example with них / их. 
 
 
 
 
37.Б.2    The “Existence” Word: Есть ‘there is/are’; ‘I do” 
 
When you want to establish that fact that a thing exists (in a particular person’s possession), use есть.  This is 
especially common in questions and replies.  Есть receives the stress in the sentence.  The affirmative answer to 
such questions is very often simply: Да, есть.  (We’ll explore negative answers below.) 
 
 

У тебј есть компьїтер?  Да, есть. Do you have a computer?  Yes, I do. 

У негђ есть телевЏзор?  Да, есть. Does he have a TV?  Yes, he does. 
  Ask whether the person has the thing 
 
Example: БорЏс / компьїтер ➯ У БорЏса есть компьїтер? 
 он / собЌка ➯ У негђ есть собЌка? 
 
1. ВЎра / машЏна 2. онЌ / кот 

3. ты / прЏнтер 4. БорЏс / брат 

5. вы / ключ 6. твой профЎссор / компьїтер 
7. онЏ / словЌрь 8. егђ сестрЌ / друг 

9. он / часѕ 10. іта жЎнщина / муж 
 
 
A tiny glitch: not all have-constructions can have есть.  This is because not all have-constructions focus on the 
existence of the thing itself.  Instead the focus can be on either: 1) who has the thing or; 2) what kind of thing the 
person has.  In both cases, it is clear that the thing exists and is already in someone’s possession. 
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• Focus on who has the thing (which is known to exist): 
 

У когђ ключ?  У тебј Џли у негђ? Who has the key?  You or him (he)? 
 
 
 
• Focus on what kind of thing (which is known to exist) the person has: 
 
As a general rule, don’t use есть if you have какђй or when you are including an Adjective to specify what kind 
of thing you have (i.e., it is already known that you have the item): 
 

У менј хорђший компьїтер. I have a good computer. It is known the speaker already has a computer; s/he 
is simply stating that it's a good one. 

У неё моЏ ключЏ? Does she have my 
keys? 

It is known that she has someone’s keys; the speaker is 
simply asking whether she has his/her keys 

КакЌя у тебј собЌка? What kind of dog do you 
have? 

It is known that the person has a dog; the speaker is 
simply asking what kind of dog the person has. 

 
 

 ***Do not use есть when you want to say you have a question.  Just say: У менј вопрђс***   
(Even though there is no Adjective in this statement.) 

 
 
 
To be honest, all the rules for when to include or omit есть can be quite tricky.  (A senior thesis is just waiting to 
be written about this.)  For the time being, try to absorb as best as you can the guidelines we’ve outlined above, 
and when in doubt, just rely on your best instinct. 
 
  Say that the person has the thing.  Don’t use есть in these sentences. 
 
Example: БорЏс / нђвый компьїтер ➯ У БорЏса нђвый компьїтер. 
 он / красЏвая собЌка ➯ У негђ красЏвая собЌка. 
 
1. ДЎнис / хорђший прЏнтер 2. ВЎра / красЏвые дЎти 

3. я / нђвая машЏна 4. онЏ / огрђмное колЏчество домЌшней рабђты 
5. егђ сестрЌ / послЎднее печЎнье 6. ЗЏна / большђй стол 

7. онЏ / бЎлая машЏна 8. ты / мЌленькие ѓши 

9. он / стЌрый нђутбук 10. её брат / рѓсская подрѓга 

11. их профЎссор / интерЎсные кнЏги 12. мы / чёрная кђшка 
13. вы / ђчень красЏвый дом 14. кто / рѓчка? 
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37.Б.3     Possession in the Past Tense 
 
Note that the models for the have-constructions in 37.Б.1 were all in the Present Tense, in which case the verb be 
= ∅ or was есть.  In the Past (and Future – we will discuss later on), the Verb must agree with the Nominative 
Noun possessed. 
 

Past Tense: 
Agreement is determined by the gender and number of the Nominative noun 

 
     У  +  POSSESSOR  +  БЫЛ/А/О/И   +  NOUN POSSESSED 
        (GEN)              (NOM) 
     Masculine  
 У менј бѕл плохђй телевЏзор. 
 By me was  a bad TV. = I had/used to have a bad TV. 

     Feminine  
 У МаксЏма былЌ нђвая рѓчка. 
 By Maksim was a new pen. = Maksim had a new pen. 

     Neuter  
 У моегђ брЌта бѕло интерЎсное письмђ. 
 By my brother was an interesting letter. 

= My brother had an interesting 
letter. 

     Plural  
КакЏе у егђ сѕна бѕли           дЏски? 
What kind by his son were              CDs? 

= What (kind of) CDs did his son 
have? 

 
 
*** IMPORTANT: Есть can NEVER be used in the Past or Future.  ‘Existence’ and all that jazz must simply be 
understood by the context.*** 
 
 

 In English the verb have agrees with the possessor, which is the Subject of the sentence: I have, 
she has, etc.  Not surprisingly it is easy to fall into the trap of making the verb and even какђй 
agree with the possessor in Russian as well.  BE CAREFUL NOT TO DO THIS. 

In this Lesson we see the first of several constructions in Russian where the Subject is a thing 
(with which the verb agrees) and not a person.  You need to get used to “thinking backwards”. 
The moral of the story: Make sure that the verb agrees with what’s called the “grammatical 
Subject”, i.e., whatever is in the Nominative Case. 

 
 
  Put the sentences into the Past: 
 
1. У менј хорђшая машЏна. 2. У Кђли нђвый нђутбук. 

3. У них хорђшие дЎти. 4. У ВЎры нђвое пальтђ. 
5. У неё большЌя лђшадь. 6. У негђ мой карандЌш. 

7. У нас хорђшая бЎлая собЌка. 8. У когђ моЏ ключЏ? 
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37.В The Genitive of Negation 
 У мeнј нeт компьїтeра (7) 
 
When you want to say that you don’t have something, the Noun (that you don’t have) goes into the Genitive and 
the word нeт is inserted.  Such sentences do not have any Noun in the Nominative (because the person who lacks 
the thing is in the Genitive following the Preposition у).  For now stick to the Present Tense. 
 
У + POSSESSOR  +  НЕТ   +     NOUN LACKING  (NOTHING IN NOMINATIVE!) 
     (GEN)        (GEN) 
У менј нет фотоаппарЌта. 
By me is not camera. = I don’t have a camera. 

У СЌши нет машЏны. 
By Sasha is not car. = Sasha doesn’t have a car. 

У нЌшей дђчери нет печЎнья 
By our daughter is  not cookie. = Our daughter doesn’t have a cookie. 

У них нет кровЌти. 
By them is not bedt. = They don’t have a bed. 

 
 
The “mirror image” below is a neat mnemonic for the Genitive of Negation: 
 

GEN|NEG 
 
Over the course of the year we will see several other instances – besides possession – in which a negated Noun 
appears in the Genitive.   
 
  Negate the following sentences.  (Yes, all these sentences have есть, even though some 
contain an adjective. This won’t affect your answer.  As we said, it’s complicated.): 
 
1. У менј есть карандЌш. 2. У негђ есть рѓчка. 

3. У вас есть полотЎнце? 4. У тебј есть япђнский Japanese нђутбук. 

5. У Ђнны ПЌвловны есть дочь. 6. У них есть францѓзское винђ. 
7. У ітого профЎссора есть чёрный гЌлстук. 8. У твоЎй сестрѕ есть корЏчневый шарф. 
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 Exercise 1    Fill in the blanks with the appropriate form of the pronoun.  Try not to look back in 
the lesson.  TRANSLATE INTO ENGLISH. 

 
1.  У _______________________________________ (онЌ) стЌрший брат. 

2.  Какђй у ___________________________________ (ты) компьїтер? 

3.  У _________________________________ (кто) моЏ ключЏ? 

4.  У ___________________________________ (мы) нет собЌки. 

5.  У __________________________________ (я) былЌ итальјнская машЏна. 

6.  Какђе у _________________________________________ (онЏ) винђ? 

7.  У ____________________________________________ (он) дорогЏе часѕ. 

 
 

 Exercise 2    Put the following sentences into the past 
 
1.  У ВЎры дорогђй компьїтер. _______________________________________________ 

2.  У моегђ брЌта большЌя спЌльня. ___________________________________________ 

3.  У ЛЏзы вкѓсное пЏво. ____________________________________________________ 

4.  У менј плохђй профЎссор. ________________________________________________ 

5.  У когђ большЌя бЌнка икрѕ? ______________________________________________ 

6.  У ВЏктора кусђк колбасѕ. _________________________________________________ 

7.  У Іли крЌсные полотЎнца. ________________________________________________ 
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 Exercise 3    Negate the following sentences 

 
1.  У менј есть хорђший профЎссор. __________________________________________ 

2.  У БорЏса есть бутѕлка вђдки. _____________________________________________ 

3.  У негђ есть прЏнтер. _____________________________________________________ 

4.  У КЏры есть печЎнье. ____________________________________________________ 

5.  У ОлЎга есть большЌя кровЌть. ____________________________________________ 

6.  У негђ есть нђвый словЌрь. _______________________________________________ 

 
 
 


