
 
  
   
    
     
 
 

  36-1 

Диалђг: “Who(m) do you love more?” 
ГраммЌтика: Animate nouns 

More about Case 
-  Don’t Drop that Case  
-  And Don’t Forget that preposition  

 
Диалђг 

 
Когђ ты бђльше лїбишь?          Who(m) do you love more? 

 
Кђстя: 1  

2  
3 

Когђ ты бђльшe лїбишь, твоeгђ тeпЎрeшнeго 
мѓжа Ѕгоря Џли твоeгђ пЎрвого мѓжа ВитЌлика, 
Џли твоeгђ вторђго мѓжа ГрЏшу? 

Who(m) do you love more, your current 
husband Igor or your first husband Vitalik, or 
you second husband Grisha? 

РЏта: 4  
5  
6 

Какђй стрЌнный вопрђс!  Я любЏла и ВитЌлика 
и ГрЏшу, но к сожалЎнию мы развeлЏсь, и 
тeпЎрь я ђчeнь люблї Ѕгоря. 

What a strange question!  I loved both Vitalik 
and Grisha, but unfortunately we got divorced, 
and now I really love Igor. 

Кђстя: 7  
8 

В какђго мѓжа ты влюбЏлась с пЎрвого 
взглјда? 

Which husband did you fall in love with at first 
sight? 

РЏта: 9 
10 

В ВитЌлика я влюбЏлась с пЎрвого взглјда, а в 
ГрЏшу и Ѕгоря нe срЌзу.   

Vitalik I fell in love with at first sight, but with 
Grisha and Igor (I didn’t fall in love) 
immediately. 

 
 
 

СловЌрь 
 
1 бђльше more 

2 тепЎрешний (soft stem!) current  

2 пЎрвый 1st 

3 вторђй 2nd 

4 вопрђс question 

5 к сожалЎнию unfortunately 

5 развёд+´…ся (end-stressed) get divorced  (Formation: развёд/ + лЏ + сь.  Note that д is a “loser consonant”.) 

7 влюби×+…ся в (+ ACC) fall in love with (Remember – you must learn this as an entire phrase – verb + 
preposition + ACC) 

7 с пЎрвого взглјда 
 
     взгляд 

at first sight (The preposition с from takes the Genitive.  We saw this in the 
expression КЌждый схђдит с умЌ (Genitive) по-свђему.) 
     view; sight 
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36.А Masculine Singular Animate Nouns (= Genitive) 
 Какђго мѓжа ты бђльшe лїбишь? (1) 
 
You are now ready to learn the Accusative Singular endings for Masculine Animate nouns and adjectives.  The 
good news is that you know them already: they simply ‘borrow’ the endings of the Genitive Case. 
 
 
TRANSITIVE VERB OR PREPOSITION THAT 

TAKES THE ACCUSATIVE) 
ACCUSATIVE NOUN PHRASE − 

 IDENTICAL IN FORM TO THE GENITIVE 

 ДЌша нe хорошђ знЌeт … 
 КЏра бђльше лїбит … 
 Ты смђтришь на … 
 МЌша срЌзу влюбЏлась в … 
 

 Ѕгоря  
 егђ отцЌ 
 их котЌ (animals are animate) 
 вЌшeго сѕна 
 моeгђ млЌдшeго брЌта 
 ітого стрЌнного чeловЎка 
 профЎссора рѓссого языкЌ (even professors 
 of Russian language are animate) 

 
 
So now you can finally say I loathe my Russian professor (Well, actually, we haven’t taught you the word for 
loathe, but you get the point.) 
 
 

  Question: In the previous lesson you said that Nounjectives take Noun endings in the 
Accusative.  But Masculine Animate adjectives in the Accusative take 
adjectival Genitive endings. 

 Answer: So sue us.  Actually, what you could say is that it’s not really the Accusative, 
it’s the Genitive.  But you do have a point. 

In case you’re wondering why the Genitive endings are used for the Animate 
Accusative, it didn’t always used to be that way.  Orignally the Accusative 
lookedjust like the Nominative.  But then in a sentence like ИвЌн вЏдел 
АлексЌндр you couldn’t tell who was the subject and who was the object.  A 
few such sentence still exists in the modern language is: Мать лїбит дочь.  
Knowing that word order is quite free in Russian, this could mean either The 
mother loves the daughter or The daughter loves the mother. 

 
 
  Transform as in the model: 
 
Example: Там стоЏт мой профЎссор.     ➯     Я вЏжу моегђ профЎссора. 
 
1. ВладЏмир ИльЏч 2. мой тигр (tiger) 3. наш профЎссор рѓсского языкЌ 

4. егђ отЎц 5. их сын 6. её брат 

7. Антђн ПЌвлович ЧЎхов 8. стрЌнный человЎк 9. Шѓрин друг 
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So what about Feminine nouns? 
 
All Feminine Form Accusative Nouns Have the Same Ending (Animate or Inanimate): {U} 

 
Remember, all singular Feminine Accusative nouns (Inanimate and Animate) in -{A} take the ending -{U}.  For 
some reason students just love to give Animate Feminine Accusative nouns Genitive endings.  Don’t go there!  
And Feminine nouns in -ь are the same in both the Nominative and Accusative, regardless of animacy.   
 
This also applies to all Masculine names that end in -{A} (ДЏма, Кђля, СЌша,etc.); they also have Accusative in -
{U} (ДЏму, Кђлю, СЌшу, etc.).  So it’s possible to have a phrase with the modifier bearing the Masculine 
Genitive/Accusative ending -{O}го, while the noun has the Feminine ending -{U}.  For example: ОнЌ 
влюбЏлась в твоегђ МЏшу She fell in love with your Misha.   
 
Below are more examples of the split between Masculine Animate Accusative=Genitive and one size fits all 
Feminine Accusative. 
 

SUBJECT + TRANSITIVE VERB           
(OR PREPOSITION) 

ACCUSATIVE NOUN PHRASE 

ДЌша нe хорошђ знЌeт … 
КЏра бђльше лїбит … 
Ты смђтришь на … 
МЌша влюбилЌсь в … 
 

ітого стрЌнного чeловЎка BUT  іту стрЌнную жЎнщину 
моeгђ млЌдшeго брЌта  BUT  мої млЌдшую сeстрѓ 
Ѕгоря ВЏкторовича  BUT  ЛарЏсу ВЏкторовну 
Шѓриного профЎссора   BUT   Шѓрину мать 

Бђрю, ДЏму, Лёшу, МЏшу, ГрЏшу 
(Remember: all Masculine names in -{A} take -{U}) 

 
  Put the name/noun phrase in Accusative: 
 
Example: Кто когђ лїбит?   Ты (БорЏс КирЏллович)     ➯     Ты лїбишь БорЏса КирЏллиовича.   
 
1. Я (Марк) 2. Вы (егђ мать) 3. Все (наш профЎссор) 4. Никтђ (ВЎра 

ПЌвловна) 
 

5. ОнЏ (ЛЌрин сын) 6. Ты (её собЌка) 7. Мы (ДЏма) 8. МЏша (его отЎц) 
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36.Б More About Case 
 …твоегђ пЎрвого мѓжа, ВитЌлика… 

 
 
36.Б.1   Don’t Drop that Case! 
 
Let’s look at the Case of the nouns and adjectives in the first question ГрЏша asks in the dialogue: 
 
 
Когђ ты бђльше лїбишь, [твоегђ тепЎрешнего мѓжа Ѕгоря] Џли [твоегђ пЎрвого мѓжа ВитЌлика] ? 
     

Accusative                Accusative 
                    Accusative

 
 
 
Technically, only the question word когђ is directly governed by the verb, лїбишь.  Yet every noun and 
accompanying adjective (твоегђ тепЎрешнего мѓжа, Ѕгоря, твоегђ пЎрвого мѓжа ВитЌлика) is in 
Accusative.   
 
Despite the best efforts of English speakers to stick everything in sight into the Nominative, you must maintain 
the original Case on nouns and adjectives depending on the function it has in the sentence.  This is especially true 
of responses to questions: 
 

1)  + Кто лїбит МЌшу? Who loves Masha? 
  - ВЌня. Vanya. (functions as Subject: NOM) 
  

 
 

2)  + Когђ ты вЏдела? Whom did you see? 
  - МЌшу. Masha. (functions as Direct Object: must be ACC) 

 
The Nominative in 2) is impossible. 
 
 
 
 

  Question: What happens if there is a combination of Masculine nouns in one sentence, 
some ending in -∅ − which ‘borrows’ the Animate endings from the Genitive 
− and some ending in -{A} − which takes regular Accusative Case endings? 

 Answer: Excellent question!  Check this out from line 3 of the dialogue: 

… твоeгђ вторђго мѓжа ГрЏшу 
All the modifiers as well as the Masculine noun мѓжа take the Animate 
Accusative (Genitive) endings, but ГрЏшу has a regular Accusative (from 
Feminine) ending, just as any other noun in -{A} would. 
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36.Б.2   And Don’t Forget that Preposition 
 
Another common mistake of American students is to omit a prepostion when giving a short answer − because you 
can in English.  In response to Откѓда вы? you MUST include the preposition из + place (in Genitive).  Just 
answering in the Nominative is not allowed.  
 
Similarly, if someone asks На когђ ты смђтришь?  Your answer must include the phrase на + ACC. 
 
Of course if the question is кто, then your answer should be in the Nominative. 
 

Откѓда ты? Where are you from? 
ПрЏнстон.  Из ПрЏнстона. (From) Princeton. 
  
На когђ ты смђтришь? Who(m) are you looking at? 
Маша.  На МЌшу. (At) Masha. 
  

 
    
    Answer the following questions: 

 
1. Когђ ты лїбишь? (Њра) 2. Откѓда он? (ТехЌс) 3. Кто жЎнится?  (МЏтя) 

4. В когђ ВЎра влюбЏлась?  
(Марк) 

5. На когђ Кђля смђтрит? (я) 6. Откѓда ПЎтя?  (РоссЏя) 
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 Exercise 1    Fill in the table (use an arrow as shown in the first row if the Accusative is 
identical to the Nominative): 

 
 

NOM SG ACC SG GEN SG 

ітот вопрђс   

мой брат   

  хорђшей кнЏги 

 іто ѓтро  

егђ сестрЌ   

 мої дочь  

их отЎц   

бЎлое полотЎнце   

ітот стрЌнный человЎк   

 
 Exercise 2 Make up sentences with the following people in the Accusative: 

 (Possible verb/verb phrases: love, can’t stand, understand, fall in love with, look at, know, ask, see) 
   
1. Билл КлЏнтон __________________________________________________________________________

2. Майкл Джђрдан ________________________________________________________________________

3. ХЌррисон Форд ________________________________________________________________________

4. Билл Гeйтс ____________________________________________________________________________

5. Ђльберт ЭйнштЎйн _____________________________________________________________________

6. мой профЎссор рѓсского языкЌ ___________________________________________________________ 

________________________________________________________________________________________
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 Exercise 3 Translate into Russian: 
 

1. Vika fell in love with (her – leave out) first husband Vadik at first sight. 

________________________________________________________________________________________ 

________________________________________________________________________________________ 

2. Do you know my younger brother Dima? 

________________________________________________________________________________________ 

3. Unfortunately they got divorced. 

________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
 

 Exercise 3 Verb of the day: 
 

 развёд+´...ся   get divorce 

*Present я  

 ты  

 вы  

 онЏ  

Past он  

 онЌ  

 онЏ  

Infinitive (Avoid for now – it’s actually развестЏсь, if you’re curious.) 

 
*We’ll see in a few weeks that although this looks like a Present Tense verb, it actually has a Future meaning.  
Still, this does not in any way affect the conjugation. 


