CANTONESE BASIC COURSE LESSON 17

I. BASIC CONVERSATION

A, Buildup:

(Two acquaintances, one Chinese, one
American, talk together at a party:)

Junggwokydhn

noih
héu noih mbuh gin
Wohng Saang! HOu noih mouh gin
bo,
faanheui
faanheui Méihgwok
laihbaai
hah go laihbaai
hah go laihbaai fdanheui
téngginwah
Téngginwah néih hah go la&ihbaai
fianheui Méihgwok--haih
shhaih a?

Méihgwokyihn
That's right,

Méuh cho,
~houh
yahluhk houh
dasyun
dasyun yahluhk houh fianheui
laihbaaisei
JIkhain

Ngoh dasyun yahluhk houh
faanheui--jIkhaih laihbaaisei,

long (time)
‘long time no see'

Mr, Wong! I haven't seen you
in a long time.

go back, return

go back to America
week

next week

g0 back next week
hear tell, I hear ...

I hear you're going back to
the States next week--is that
right?

day of the month

the 26th (of the month)

plan on, plan to

plan to go back on the 26th

Thursday

that is, in other words,
that is to say

I plan to go back on the 26th-
-Thursday, that is,

Junggwokydhn
Ngoh dou dasyun heui Méihgwok.

Méihgwokyahn
Haih me? Néih géisih heui ne?

I plan to go to America, too.

Is that so?! When are you
going?
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Junggwokyahn

wah mhdihng can't say for surej uncertain
Wah mhdihng ga. I'm not sure,

cheutnin next year

yihyuht February
Waahkjé chsutnin yihyuht la. Maybe February next year.

Néih yauh méuh heuigwo
Méihgwok a?

Méihgwokyahn

Have you ever been to the
States before?

Junggwokyshn

~-nihn year
yat-gau-luhk-chat nihn in 1967
Yauh--yat-gau-lubk-chat nihn Yes, I made a trip in 1967.
heuilaih,
Méihgwokydhn
deihfong place

bin df deihfdng
Heuigwo bin dI deihfdng

which places?
a? ¥hat places did you go?

Junggwokyahn

Saamfaahnsin San Fransisco
Wahsihngdeuhn Washington
Heuigwo Saamfaahpsih tihng I went to San Fransisco and

Wahsihngdeuhn je.

Washington, that's all.

daat Measure for deihfong
g0 leéuhng daat deihfdng those two places
chanchix relatives
GO léuhng daat deihféng, ngoh In those two places I have
dou yauh chanchiIk hai douh, relatives,
Méihgwokyahn
hahchi next time
Néih hahchi haih thhaih douhaih Will you go to Washington

heui Wahsihngdeuhn a?

Haih a.

next time, too?

Junggwokyahn
That's right.
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Méihgwokyahn

deihji address
Dang ngdh 88 ngdh go deihji Let me write my address and
béi neih 1a. give it to you.
jigdnyiu be sure to, by all means
do [most important]
Liin choh 1a&. 'Come visit me.' [come sit]
Doujo Wahsihngdeuhn jiganyiu When you get to Washington, be
14ih ngdhdouh chdh a. sure to come see me,
Junggwokyahn
Al Ngoh daou #hjl néih ngukxei Oh--I didn't know your home
hai Wahsihngdeuhn tim. was in Washington,
M8ihgwokyihn
cheutsai born
Haih a. Ngdh hai gddoeuh cheutsai Yes, I was born there.
ge.

\

B. Recapitulation:

J ﬁggguok&' hn

Wohng Saang! HOu noih mouh Mr, Wong! I haven't seen you
gin bo, in & long time.

Téngginwah néih hah go laihbaai I hear you're going back to
faanheui Méihgwok--haih the States next week--is
shhaih a? that right?

Méihgwokyidhn

Mduh cho. That's right.

Ngdh disyun yahluhk houh faanheui- I plan to go back on the 26th--
-3Ikhaih laihbaaisei, Thursday, that is.

Jinggwokyihn

Ngoh dou dasyun heul Méihgwok. I'm planning to go to America,

too.

Méihgwokyahn

Haih me? Néih gdisih heui ne? Is that so?} When are you going?
Jinggwokydhn
Wah shdihng ga-- I'm not sure--
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Waabkjé chsutnin yihyuht 1a. Maybe February next year,
Méihgwokyahn
Néib yaAuh mdub heuigwo Méihgwok Have you ever been to the
a? States before?
Junggwokyihn
YAuh--yat-giu-luhk-chat nihn Yes, I made s trip in 1967.
heuilaih,
Méihgwokyihn
Heuigwo bIn dI deihfdng a? What places did you go?
Junggwokyahn
Heuigwo Saamfaahnsih tihng I went to San Fransisco and
Wahsihngdeuhn je. Washington, that's all,
G4 léuhng daat deinfdng ngoh In those two places I have
dou yaub chanchIk hai douh, relatives,
Méihgwokyihn
Néih hahchi haih mhhaih Will you go to Washington
douhaih heui Wahsihngdeuhn next time too?
a?
Junggwokyahn
Haih ». That's right,
Méihgwokyihn
Ding ngoh s ngdh go deihii Let me write my address for
béi néih 1a, you,
Douj0 Wihsihngdeuhn jigényiu When you get to Washington
1laih ngohdouh choh la, be sure to come visit me,
Junggwokyihn
Al Ngoh dou @hjl néih ngukkéi Oh--I didn't know your home
hai Wihsihngdeuhn tim. was in Washington.
Méihgwokyshn
Haih a. Ngéh hii gddouh Yes, I was born there,

cheutsai ge.
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II. NOTES
A. Culture Notes
l. Lunar and solar calendar. In Hong Kong dates are reckoned by the
solar calendar. Many people, however, reckon the dates of births,
deaths, and weddings by the traditional lunar calendar. (On
traditional Chinese wedding invitations both the lunar date and
the solar date are given.)

2. Where you're born and where you're from. Traditionally a Chinese

counts himself as being from the place where his ancestral village
is, which may or may not he where he was born and brought up. A
similar way of looking at things might be held by a person born to
American parents living outside the U.S.
B. Structure Notes:
1. Fixed order in dates and addresses. Larger units precede smaller in

descending order:

Ex: cthtnihn yihyuht next year on February 3rd
saam houh

(See BC and Drill 6)

Addresses are given in the same descending order:

Ex: Ngéh ge aajihlauh‘ My office is at 149 Queen's Road
hai Daaih Douh Jung Central, on the 3rd floor.
yat-sei-gau houh,
sei lau.

2. Dates.

a. Days of the week. Starting with Monday as the first day, Monday
through Saturday are serially numbered:

1. Laihbaaiyat Monday
2. Laihbaaiyih Tuesday
3. Laihbaaisaam Wednesday
4, Laihbaaisei Thursday
5. Laihbaaingh Friday
6. Laihbaailuhk Saturday
7. Laihbaai(yaht) Sunday
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Laihbasi is commonly used for 'Sunday'; but laihbaai also means

‘week."! Léihbaaixaht, ‘Sunday,' may be used in sentences which
would be ambiguous with the use of léihbaai; generally, however,
context makes the meaning clear.

Exs 1, Tingyaht laihbaai. Tomorrow is Sunday.
2 Ngéh hahgo laihbaai I'm busy next week. or
mhdakhaahn, I'm busy next Sunday.

(See Drill 2)

Another word for 'week' is sIngkeih. SIngkeih is substitutable

for laihbaai everywhere, with one exception: Sing&éih is not
used to mean 'Sunday.,’'

b. Months of the year. Starting with January as the first month,

January through December are serially numbered.

yatyuht Jamuary chatyuht July

yihyuht February baatyuht August

saamyuht March gﬁuyuht September

seiyuht  April sahpyuht October

nghyuht May sahpyatyuht November

luhkyuht June sahpyihyuht December
c. Years.,

1. -nihn, ‘year,' is preferred, but not obligatory, in year dates.

Ex: yat-gau-yat-yat (nihn) 1911
yat-gau-sei-gau-(nihn) 1949
2. Note that ﬂ is a rising tone in:
gauhnin last year
gamnin this year
cheutnin next year
:gihg is, however, used by some people in these phrases:
gauhnihn
gamnihn
chéutnihn
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d. Question-Word formulas for dates:

bin nihn? which (or what) year?

bin nihn bin yuht bin yaht? what date?

gei yuht? which (or what) month?

gei(do) houh? which (or what) day?
laihbaaigei? which (or what) day of the week?
bIn yaht? which (or what) day?

(answer stated as dgy of week or
(See Drill 3) tingyaht, gamyaht, etc.)

3. Timewords.
a. A word or phrase which can fill the position before or after ji
tuntil,' 'to' is a Timeword (Tw).
Ex: Laihbaaisei ji laihbaailuhk Thursday to Saturday

Keuih laihbaaisei ji laihbaailuhk He has to go to work
yiu faangung. from Thursday until
Saturday.
b. Timewords fill the Time When position before a verb. (See

example above.)

c. Names of months are Timewords, but one month, two months, etc., are
number-measure compounds that cannot fill the Timeword position.
Instead they fill the length of time (time span) poéition after

the verb.
Ex: TimeWhen Verb Time-span
1. Kéuih Saamyuht heui. He's going in March.
2. Keuih saung heui saam go yuht., He plans to
go for three
months,

4, Sentence suffix la, for uncertainty.

Suffixed_to sentences predicting time of an action the raised
intonation la suggests a degree of uncertainty, suggests that the time
is approximate rather than exact.

Ex: 1. A. Neih gei dim yiu jau a?  When do you have to go?

B. Leuhng dim 1a. About two o'clock.
2. A. Neih géisih heui a? When are you going?
B. Waagkjé cheutnin yihyuht Oh, probably February
la. next year.
(See BC)
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III. DRILLS
l. oxpansion Drill:

+ 1. a. yuht
+ b. hahgo yuht
¢. hahgo yuht heui
d. hahgo yuht faanheui
e. dasyun hahgo yuht faanheui

f. Ngoh dasyun hahgo yuht faan-
heui Yinggwok.

1,

a. month

b. next month

c. g0 next month

d. go back next month

e. plan to go back next
month

f. I plan to go back to
England next month.

2. Subatitution Drill: Repeat the first sentence after the teacher,

then substitute as directed.

+ 1, Ngdh laihbaaiyat heui tai
hei.
I'm going to a movie Monday.

+ 2. /laihbaaiyih/
Tuesday)

+ 3, /laihbaaisdam/
Wedneadax

+ 4, /lainbaaingh/
Fridax

+ 5. /laihbaailuhk/
Saturdax

+ 6. /léihbaai¥aht/
Sunday

+ 7. /laihbaai/
Sunday)

1.

Ngoh laihbaaiyat heui tai
hei.

Ngoh laihbaaiyih heui tai
hei.

Ngoh laihbaaisdam heui tai
hei.,

Ngoh laihbaaingh heui tai
hei. : .

Ngoh laihbaailuhk heui tai
hei.

Ngoh laihbaaiyaht heui tai
hei.

Ngoh laihbaai heui tai hei.

3, Substitution Drill: Repeat the first sentence after the teacher,

then substitute as directed.

1. Keuih kahmyaht 1ldih ge.
He came yesterday.

+ 2. /gauh nin/
last year)
+ 3, /gam nin
this year)

1.

2.

3.

Kéuih kdhmyaht ldih ge.
Keuih gauhnin 1aih ge.

Kéuih gamnin ldih ge.
He came this year.
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+ 4, /seuhng go yuht/ 4, Kéuih seuhnggo yuht 1laih
ge.
+ 5, /seuhng go laihbaai/ 5. Keuih seuhnggo laihbaai
laih ge.
+ 6. /nI go laihbaai/ 6. Keuih nigo laihbaai 13ih
“(this week) ge.
He came this week,
+ 7./n1 go yuht/ 7. Kéeuih nigo yuht 1dih ge.
this month) He came this month.
+ 8. /géi yuht?/ 8, Kéuih géei yuht laih ga?
{which month?) What month did he come?
(what month?)
+ 9. /bIn nihn?/ 9. Kéuih bIn nihn 1laih ga?
(which year?) What year did he come?
(what year?)
+ 10./bIn nihn, bIn yuht, bin yaht?/ 10. Kéuih bin nign bIn yuht,
(what date?) bin yaht laih ga?
What date did he come?
+ 11, /géi(do) houh?/ 11, Keuih gei(do) houh laih ga?
what day?) .
(of the month)
+ 12./laihbaaigéi?/ 12, Kéuih laihbaaigeéi laih ga?
(what day of the week?)
+ 13, pin yaht?/ 13. Kéuih bin yaht 1dih ga?
(what day?)

Comment: géi yuht? is the usual way for asking which/what
month? but in a nihn yuht yaht 'year-month-day'
phrase, bin is prefered as question-word: bIn nihn,
bIn yuht, bin yaht a? = what date?

L4, Conversation Drill: Students should recite the days of the week
after the teacher before beginning this drill,

Ex: T: Gamyaht laihbaaisei., T: Today is Thursday.
S1: Tingyaht laihbaai- S1: What day of the week is

gei a? tomorrow?
s2: Tiggyaht laihbaai- S2: Tomorrow is Friday.
ngh,
1. Gamyaht laihbaaiyih. 1. A. Tingyaht laihbaaigéi a?
B. Tingyaht laihbaaisdam.
2. Gamyaht laihbaaisei. 2. A. Tingyaht laihbaaigi a?

B. Tingyaht laihbaaingh.
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5.

6.

3, Gamyaht lainbaaiyat.

4, Ga&myaht laihbaai.

3. A,
B.
he A.
B.

Tingyaht laihbaaigei a?
Tingyaht laihbaaiyih.
Tingyaht laihbaaigei a?
Tingyaht laihbaaiyat.

Conversation Drill

Ex: T: Laihbaaiyat sdam

houh.

S1: Laihbaaiyih géido 51:
houh a?

S2: Laihbaaiyih sei 82:
houh.

1. Lainbaaiyaht baat houh.

2. Lainbaaisei yih houh.
3, Laihbaaisiam sahpluhk houh,

4, Léihbaaingh sahpchat houh.

5. Laihbaailuhk yahyat houh.

Monday is the third.

What day of the month is it
Tuesday?

Tuesday is the 4th.
1. A,
B.
A,
B.
A,
B.
A.

Léihbaaiyat géido houh a?
Laihbaaiyat gau houh.
Laihbaaingh géido houh a?
Laihbaaifgh sdam houh,
Lainbaaisei g8ido houh a?
Laihbaaisei sahpchat houh,

Laihbaailuhk geido houh
a?

Laihbaailuhk sahpbaat
houh.,

Laihbaaiyaht geido houh
a?

Léihbaaiyaht yahyih houh.

2.

3.

B.

q. A.

Expansion Drill

Ex: 1, T: Ngoh yih houh
1dih ge.
/chat yuht/
S: Ngoh chat yuht
yih houh laih ge.

1. Ngoh luhk yuht laih ge.
/yahsei houh/

2. Ngoh sei yuht 1laih ge.
/yat-gau-luhk-sdam nihn/

32

I came on the 2nd. /July/

I came on July 2nd.

1. Ngoh luhk yuht yahsei houh
laih g0,

2, Ngoh yat-gau-luhk-sdam nihn
sei yuht 1aih ge.
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7.

3. Ngoh gauh nin laih ge.
/saam yuht/

4, Ngoh chat houh laih ge.
/gau yuht/

S. Ngoh yat gau luhk sei nihn
laih ge. /baat yuht/

3. Ngoh gauh nin sdam yuht
laih ge.
I came in March last year.

4, Ngoh gau yuht chat houh
laih ge.

5. Ngoh yat gau luhk sei nihn
baat yuht laih ge.

Translation-Expansion Drill

Ex: 1. T: /last year/
S1: Keuih geisih 1aih S1l: When did he come?

ga?
S2: Keuih gauhnin S2: He came last year.
1aih ge.
2. T: /next year/
S1: Keuih geisih S1: When is he coming?
laih a?
S2: Keuih cheutnin S2: He's coming next year.
laih,
1. /last month/ 1. A. Kéuih géisih 1iih ga?
B. Kéuih seuhnggo yuht laih,
2. /last week/ 2. A, Kéuih géisih 1dih ga?
B, Keuih seuhnggo laihbaai
1idih ge.
3. /13th of last month/ 3. A, Keuih géisin 1lain ga?
B. Kéuih seuhnggo yuht sahp-
siam houh ldih ge.
4., /next month/ b, A. Kéuih géisih 1aih a?
B. Kéuih hahgo yuht laih.
5. /September next year/ 5. A. Keuih géisih 1aih a?
B. Keuih cheutnin gauyuht
1laih.
6. /next Wednesday/ 6. A, Keuih géisih laih a?
B. Kéuih hahgo laihbaaisiam
laih,
7. /January last year/ 7. A. Kéuih géisin 1idih ga?
B, Kéuih gauhnin yat yuht
laih ge,
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8. /29th of next month/

8.

A. Kéuih géisih 1aih a?

B. Kéeuih hahgo yuht yahgau
houh laih.,

8. Question & Answer Drill

1,

2.

3.

b,

Se

Ex: T:
choi ge deihfong.
Meyeh giujoun
' jauga' a?
'Jauga' jIkhaih
sihk Jungchoi
ge deihfong.

S1:

S2:

‘Chaansat haih sihk Saichaan
ge deihfdng.

*Sejihlduh' haih jouh sih ge
deihfong.

'GungeI' haih maaih yeh ge
deihfdong.

*Nguk' haih jyuh ge deihfdng.

'Chahlduh' haih yam chah ge
deihfong.

'‘Heiyun' haih tai hei ge
deihféng.

*Jauga' haih sihk Jing-T:

‘Jauga' is a place where you

eat Chinese food.

What thing is called a 'jauga'?

'Jauga' is a place where you

1.

2.

3

5.

6.

eat Chinese fqod, that's
what .

S1: Meyeh giujouh 'chaansat’
a?

$2: 'Chaansat' jikhaih sihk
Saichaan ge deihfdng.
S1: Meyéh giujouh 'séjih-
lauh' a?
'Séjihlauh' jIkhain joun
sih ge deihfong.
Meyéh giujouh 'gungsI' a?
'GungsI' jikhaih maaih
yéh ge deihfong.
Meyeh giujouh 'nguk' a?
'"Nguk' ;Ikhaih Jyuh ge
deihfong.
Meyéh giujouh 'chahlauh'
a?
*Chahléuh' jIkhaih yam
chah ge deihfdng.
Meyeh giujouh 'heiyin' a?
S2: 'Heiyun' jIkhaih tai hei
ge deihfdng.
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9. Response Drill

Ex: 1. T: Kéuih dasyun T: When does she plan to go?
géisih heui a? /next month/
/hahgo yuht/
S: Dasyun hahgo yuht S: (She) plans to go next month,
heui.

2. T: Kéuih géisih heui T: When did she go? /last month/
ga? /seuhnggo
yuht/
S: Seuhnggo yuht heul S: She went last month.
[-{-18

1. Wohng Saang dasyun géisih jau 1. Dasyun nigo yunt jau.
a? /nigo yuht/

2. Neih dasyun géisih maaih a? 2. Dasyun hahgo laihbaai maaih.
/hahgo laihbaai/
3, Néihdeih géisih jouh ga? 3. Seuhnggo yuht jouh ge,

/seuhnggo yuht/

b, Néih sInsdang géisih faanldih 4, NIgo yuht yat houh féan
ga? /nigo yuht yat houh/ laih ge.

5., Hoh Taai dasyun géisih faanheui 5. Dasyun tingyaht fidanheui,
a? /tingyaht/

Comment: If the action expressed by the verb has already
occurred, the géisih question adds ge (ga) to the
verb phrase, To a geiaih VP-ga question, the answer
is stated in VP-ge form.

Ex: 1. Kéuih géisih heui 1. When did he go to
Yinggwok ga? E£ngland?

2. Kéuih gauhnin heui 2. He went last year,
ge. (It was last year that

h L3
But i1f the statement sentence is a iegﬁpgentence,
not a resvonse to a géisih question, the prefered
form is without ge.

Ex: Kéuih gauhnin heui He went to England
Yinggwok. last year.

This sentence is a plain fact statement of general
activity and as such'ua;s SVO word order and an unine
flected verb, The geisi question throws the focus of
the sentence to the Timeword. The sentence pattern for
highlighting the Timeword in a past reference sentence

is: S Timeword V ge.
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10, Transformation Drill: Change the sentence to a time expression

1.

2.

3.

L,

Se

11.

1.

2.

3-

b4,

Ex: T: Keuih yit-gau-luhk-
baat(nihn) 1ldih ge.

S: Keuih bIn nihn 1dih
Héunggong ga?

Kéuih yat gau sei gau nihn
cheutsai ge.

Keuih gau yuht fdan Méihgwok.

Kéuih tingyaht dakhiahn.

Kéuih yat-gau-sdam-luhk nihn,
sahpyat yuht, sei houh
cheutsai ge.

Keuih yahluhk houh heui taam
keuih ldih.

Kéuih séung gau dim bun cheut
gaai.

T:

S:

question, following the pattern of the example.,

What year did he come to Hong

Kong?

He came in 1968,

6.

Kéuih bin nihn cheutsai ga?

Kéuih géi yuht fdan Meihgwok
a?
What month is he returning
to America?

Kéeuih bIn yaht daknaahn a?
¥hat day is he free?

Kéuih bIn nihn, bIn yuht, bin
yaht cheut sai ga?

Keuih géi houh heui taam
keuih ldih a?

Kéuih séung gei dim jung
cheut gaai a?

Expansion Drill

Ex: T: Ngoh yauh pahn;yauh
hai douh, /g0,
léuhng gdan jaudim/

S: Go leuhng gaan jau-
dim, n;oh dou yauh
pahngyauh hai douh.

Ngéh yauh jalneui hai douh.
/g% léuhng gaan hohkhaauh/

Ngoh yauh taaitaai hai douh.
/g6 leuhng daat deihfong/

Ngéh yauh chin hai douh.
/g6 léuhng gdan ngahnhdhng/

Ngoh yauh nguk hai douh.
/Béunggong, Gaulihng/

36

I

I

1.

2.

3.

have friends there.

have friends in both of
those two hotels.

Go leuhng gaan hohkhaauh,
ngoh dou yauh jainéui
hai douh.

Go leuhng daat deihfong,
ngoh dou yauh taaitaai
hai douh.

Go leuhng gaan ngahnhohng.
ngoh dou yauh chin hai
douh.

Heunggong, Gauluhng, ngdh
dou yauh uk hai douh,
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12.

5. Kéuih yauh ndahmpihngyauh hai

douh. /chihn, hauh, jo6, yauh/

/ahead, behind, right and
left/

5., Chihn, hauh, jo, yauh, kéuih
dou yauh naahm pahngyauh
hai douh,

Transformation Drill
Ex: T: Ngoh chanchik jyuh
hai Wahsihngdeuhn.

S: Ngoh yauh chanchik
jyuh hai Wah-
sihngdeuhn.

1. Kéuih fu ngahngéng hou leng.
2. Kéuih gaan nguk hou daaih,

3. Ngoh pahagyauh hai S&amfaahn-
sih jouh sih.

4, Néih bln syi hai douh.

5. Ngoh go jai hai Yinggwok
gaau syu.

6. Ngoh chanchik hai go gian
ngdhnhohng jouh sih,

T:

S:

My relatives live in Washing-
ton DC,

I have relatives who live in
Washington DC,

Kéuih yauh fu ngahngéng
hou leng.

Kéuih yauh gdan nguk hou
daaih.

Ngoh yauh pahngyauh hai
Sdamfaahnsih jouh sih.

4, Neih yauh bun syu hai douh.

5. Ngoh yauh go jai hai Ying-
gwok gaau syu.

Ngoh yauh chanchik hai gb
gdan ngahnhdhng jouh sih.

6.

13, Expansion Drill

Ex: T: Mhgdi néih giu kéuih
da dihnwa bei ngoh
la.

S: PMhgoi n§1h jiganyiu i

giu keuih da dihnwa
béi ngoh a.

Geidak bo}

fhhou mhgeidak a!
Neih mhhou wah keuih ji al

1.
2.
3.

4. Tingyaht 1laih ngdhdouh sihk

faahn la,

T:

S:

Please tell him to telephone
me.

Please be sure to tell him to
telephone me,

1. Jiganyiu geidak a}
2. Jigadnyiu mhhou mhgeidak a}

3. Néig jiganyiu mhhdu wah
kéuih ji a!

k. Tingyaht jiglnyiu 1dih
ngohdouh sihk faahn a.

37
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1k, Expansion Drill: Expand the sentences with the cue words.

1.

7.

9.

Ex: T: Ngoh yiu heui taam
Chahn Taai.
/laihbaai/

S: Ngoh ldihbaai yiu S:

heui taam Chahn
Taai.

Ngah'séugg maaih 4 yéh bei
ngoh néuihpdhngyauh.
/ni go laihbaai/

NI deui haaih juhng hou san bo.,
/neih/

Néih jyuh hai bindouh a?
/keuih dim 33/
(how did he know)

Yihyuht dak yihsahpbaat yaht
je. /gamnin/

Kéuih mhsIk ja faaiji. /ngodh
mhji/
He does not know how to
use chopsticks.
[clasp -chopsticks]

Kéuih hai Méihgwok faanjo laih.,
/seuhng go yuht sei houh/
He has come back from
America.

Kéuih ukkei yauh dihnsih,
/juhng meih/
Their house has (or had)
television,

Mhgdi néin ning lain nidouh 1la.
/bui chah/

PMhgdi néih béi jek gang ngoh
la. /do/

T: I'm going to go visit Mrs,

Chan, /Sunday/

I'm going to go visit Mr,
Chan on Sunday.

Ng6§ séung ni go laihbaai
maaih di yéh béi ngdh
néuihpahngyauh.

Néih nI deui hdaih juhng
hou san bo.

Kéuih dim ji néih jyuh hai
bindouh a?

Gamnin yihyuht dak yih-
sahpbaat yaht je.

Ngoh ﬁhii kéuih mhsik ja
faaiji.

Se

6. Seuhng go yuht sei houh
keuih hai Meihgwok faanjo

laih.

7. Kéuih ukkei juhng meih yauh
dihnsih.
Their house doesn't (or
didn't) have television,

Phgdi néih ning bui chéh
laih nidouh 1la.

Phgdi néih béi dd jek ghng
ngoh la.

8.

9.

Comment: hai, as 'from,' is interchangeable with yauh, 'from,'
choice of hai or zéuh rests with personal preference,

personal habit.,
Lesson 15, p. 34l.

See #6 above, and Comment in Vol. One,
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15, Combining Drill

Ex: T: Ngoh yih houh heui. T:
Ngoh hahgo yuht heui.

S: Ngoh nahgo yuht yih S:
houh heui.

Kéuih cheutnin faanheui.
Kéuih sei yuht fAanheui,

Kéuihdeih liihbaaisigm laih,
Kéuihdeih hah go laihbaai
1laih.

Wohng Saang hah go yuht heui
Méihgwok.
Wohng Sdang sahpyih houh
heui Meihgwok.

Hoh S{ujé seuhng go laihbaai
liih (-
Eoh Siuje lashbaaiyat laih
{1

Ngoh gauhnin heui ge.
Ngoh chat yuht yahsdam houh
heui ge.

1.

3.

4,

I'm going on the 2nd.
I'm going next month,

I'm going on the 2nd of next
month,

1. Kéuih cheutnin sei yunt
faanheui.

Kéuihdeih hah go laihbaai-
sdam laih.

2.

3. Wohng Saang hah go yuht
sahpyih houh heui Meih-

gwok.

Hoh Siujé seuhng go laih-
baaiyat laih ge.,

Ngoh gauhnin chat yuht
yahsdam houh heui ge.

5.

16. Response Drill

Ex: 1. T: Nipdai yauh mouh
tai hei a?
/kahmyeht/

Yauh, kahmyaht
tai laih.

NIpaai yauh mduh
da bo a?
/dhdakhdahn/

Mouh, nipaai dou
shdakhashn da.

1. Nipaai yauh mouh heui yauh-

séui a? /laihbaailuhk/

2. NIpaai yauh mbuh da mihjéuk

/ghdakhaahn/
3. NIpaai yauh mbéuh heui maaih

yeh a? /seuhng go laihbaai/
(last week or last Sunday)

a?

39

Have you seen any moviea
lately?

: Yes, 1 eaw one yesterday.

: Have you played ball recently?

No, I haven't had (leisure)
time to play lately,

1. Yaun, laihbaailuhk heui
laih.

2, Mouh, nipaai dou mhdakhaahn
da.

3. Yauh, seuhng go laihbaai
heui liiho
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4, NIpadai yauh mouh heui hdahng L, Mouh, nIpaai dou mhdakhaahm
gungs] a? /mhdakbaahn/ heui.

5. NipAai_yauh mbuh hohk jd che a? 5. Mouh, nlpaai dou mhdakhsahn
/mhdakhaahn/ hohk.,

6. NIpaai yauh mouh da paai a? 6. Yauh, ladihbaaisaam da 1aih,
/laihbaaisaam/

7. NIpdai_yauh mOuh fdanheui team 7. Yauh, seuhng go yuht yat
mahma a? /seuhng go yuht yat houh faanheui ldih.
houh/

8. Nipaai_yauh mouh gwo hoi a? 8. Mouhs nIpdai dou mhdakhaahn
/thdakhaahn/ g¥O.

IV. CONVERSATICNS FOR LISTENING
(On tape. Refer to wordlist below as you listen.)
Unfamiliar terms, in order of occurrence:
1) Mouh = Nothing special
2) ji = (not until) then
3) go deihjl = here: your address
4) Léuh Véng

'01d Wong'--Louh + surname is used as form of
address to a man by good friends., (The tone
of the surname changes from low falling
tone to high rising tone.)

5) Singgabo = Singapore

6) ngaamngaam = just

?7) 3i = (only) then, (not until) then
8) tlihngmaaih = tiuhng

9) Tdihwaan = Taiwan
10) yihchihn = previously

11) sdangyi = (commercial) business

V. SAY IT IN CANTONESE

A, You say to the person sitting B: And he replies:
next to you:
l. What day of the week is it l. It's .
today? .
2. WVhat day of the month is 2. Thursday's the th/
Thursday? rd/st/nd,

ko
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3. What's your birth date? ' 3« I was born on .
k, When did you come to Hong k, I came last year,
Kong? ‘
5. I hear you arrived last month-- 5. No, I came this month.
is that right?
6. I hear he went to America last 6. No, he went this week.
week~--is that right?
7. VWhat day are you free?--I'd 7. How about tomorrow?
like to ask you to dinnmer.
8. Have you been to England 8. Yes, I went in 1968, and
before? returned last year.
9. I hear you're leaving for 9. No, it's November 10th that
Japan on October 1Oth. I'm going.

10. What is it that's called a 10. A jauga is a place where
jauga? you eat Chinese food.

11, Be sure to come see me when 11l. Fine! Please give me your
you get to San Francisco, address,

12, Do you have relatives in the 12, No, I don't have any rela-
States? tives there, but I have

a few friends in San
Francisco,.

13. Mr. Lee went to Shanghai last 13, His wife told me he might
year and still hasn't be back next month.
returned. '

14, Where'd we read to last week? 14, I'm not sure. We read

lesson 17 last Friday,
but I don't remember
what page we got to.

Vocabulary Checklist for Lesson 17

1.
2.
3.
by
5.
6.
7.
8.
9.

baatyuht TW August

bIn nihn? TW which year?
bin nihn, bIn yuht, bin yaht? TW what date?
bIn yaht? TW what day?
bin yuht? ™

chanchik n relative(s)
chatyuht TW July
cheutnin TW next year
cheutsai VO to be born

L5

what month? (in a year-month-day phrase)
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10, désyun AuxV plan on, plan to
11, daat m M. for a place
12. deihfong or deihfong n place

13. deihjf n address

14. faanheui V go back, return
15, gamnin TW this year

16, gauhnin TW last year
17. géuyuht TW September
18. gei(do) houh? TW what day of the month?
TW
v

19. geiyuht what month?

20. gin meet, see
21. hahchi TW next time
22. hahgo laihbaai TW next week
2%. hahgo yuht TW next month
24, hai prep from
25. -houh bf day of the month
26. Hou noih mouh gin, Ph 'long time no see.'
27. jé faaiji VO use chopsticks [clasp-chopsticks]
28. jigan(yiu) V_ Ph be sure to--, by all means do _V_
29. jikhaih Ph that is, in other words, that is to say
30. Laih (PW) chéﬁgléa Fh Come visit (place)!
a:

31, laihbaai
32, laihbaai
33. laihbaai gei?

week
Sunday
what day of the week?

n

™

TW
34, laihbaailuhk TW Saturday
35. laihbaaingh TW Friday
26. laihbaaisaam TW Wednesday
37. laihbaaisei TW Thursday
38. laihbaaiyaht TW Sunday
39. laihbaaiyat TW Monday
40. laihbaaiyih ™W Tuesday
L1. luhkyuht TW June
42. ni go laihbaai TW this week
43. ni go yuht TW this month

L2
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6.
h7.
L8,
h9.
50.
51.
52.
53.
5k.
55+
56.
57.
58.

60.
61.
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nihn

nghyuht

noih
Saamfaahnsih
séamyuht
sahpyatyuht
sahpyihyuht
sahpyuht
seiyuht

seuhng go laihbaai
seuhng go yuht
téngginwah
wahsihngdeuhn
Wah mhdihng.
yatyuht

yaht

yihyuht

yuht

TW
Adj
PW
v
™™
Tw
W
TwW

s 223228 22

year

May

long (time)
San Francisco
March
November
December
October

April

last week

last month

hear tell, (I) hear... [hear-see-talk]l

Washington

Can't say for sure, uncertain

January
day
February

month

L3
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I. BASIC CONVERSATION

A. Buildup:
(University student Baau Bok-léuhng, waiting for his
girl to get ready to go out, talks to her elder sister:)

gaje elder sister
Neih haih bIndouh yahn a? What place are you from?
(i.e., Where is your family
from?)
Bok-1leuhng
Gwdngjau. Canton,
Gaje
géi ndi? or géi noih? how long?
jyuhjo géi ndi? have lived how long?; lived
how long?
Néinh hii Héunggdng jyuhjo géi How long have you lived in
noi a? Hong Kong?
Bok-1éuhng
-dou approximately
Léuhng nihn dou. About two years.
Gaje
Néih ddsyun juhng jyuh géi How much longer do you plan
ndi a? to stay?
Bok-1léuhng
jisiu at least
Jisiu yat ninn. At least a year,
daaihhohk university
duhk daaihhohk study at the university
duhk léuhng nihn daaihhohk study two years at the
university
Ngoh duhkjo leuhng nihn daaihhohk I've studied two years at the
ge la, ’ ' university.
batyihp graduate
Juhng yauh yat nihn jauh I still have another year them
batyihp. 1'11 graduate.
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yihchihn previously
duhk syi study
Néih yihchinn héi bIndouh duhk Where did you study before?
ayu a?
Bok-1éuhng
jichihn before
meih,.VP,,3jichihn,... before Verh Phrase,
ngdh meih laih Héunggong before I came to Hongkong,...
jichinhn,...
Téihwaan, or Toihwdan Taiwan
Ngoh meih 13ih Hdunggdng jichinhn, Before I came to Hongkong, I
ngéh hai Toéihwaan duhk syi. studied in Taiwan,
Hai gddouh jyun3d géi ninn. I lived there for several years.
gdjan or gdjahn when, at the time
Néih hai Tdihwaan gojan, hai When you were in Taiwan, where
bIndouh jyuh a? _ did you live?
Bok-1éuhng
Téihbak Taipel
Hai Toihbak. In Taipei,
jihauln after
batjo yihp jihauh after you graduate
Néih batjd yihp jihauh, dasyun After you graduate, where do
heui bIndouh a? you plan to ga? (i.e., what
do you plan to do%)
Bok-1éuhng
kyutdihng decide
meih kyutdihng not decided yeu
juhng meih kyutdihng still not decided yet
héimohng hope
héimohng hoyih heui Yinggwok I hope I can go to England
lauhhohk ; to studv abroad
Yihga juhng meih kyutdihng, It's still not decided yet,
daahnhaih ngdéh héimohng hﬁyih but I hope to be avie to go
heui Yinggwok lauhhohk. to England to study,

b5
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yuhgwd if

yihgwo fhheui liukhohk if I don't go abroad to
study

wan yéh jouh look for a job [look for
somathing to dol

Yihgwd Zhheui laubhohk, jauh hai If I don't go abroad to

douh wan yéh jouh, study, 1'll look for a

job here,

B. Recapitulatjon:

(Univerasity student Bdau Bok-léuhng, waiting for his
girl to get ready to go out, talks to her elder sister:)

aaje
N8ih haih ®Indouh yihn a? What place are you from?
Bok-léuhng '
Cwins Au, Canton,
gaje
Néih hai Héunggdng jyuhjd géi How 16ng have you lived in
noi a? Hong Kong?
Bok-1léuhng
Leuhng nihn ddu. About two years.
Néih dasyun juhng jyuh gei ndi a? How much longer do you plan
to stay?
Bok-1éuhag
Jisiu yat nihn. At least a year,
Ngdh duhkjo léuhng nihm I've studied two years at the
daaihhohk ge la. univeraity,
Juhng yauh yat aihn jauh I still have another year then
batyihp. I'11 graduate,
gije
Néih yihchihn hai dIndoun duhk Where did you study before?
syd a?
Bok-léuhng
Ngdh meih 1dih Héunggdng jichinn, Before I came to Hongkonmg, I
ngoh hdi Tdihwdan duhk syi. studied in Taiwan.

46
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H&i gddouh jyuh3id gei ninhn. I lived trare several years.
Néih hai Tdihwaan gojan hai When you were in Taiwan,
bIndouh jyuh a? where did you live?
Bok-léuhng
Hai Téihbak. In Taipedi,
Néih batjd yihp jlhauh, dasyun After you graduate, what do
heui bIndouh a? you plan to do?
Bok-1éuhng
Yihga juhng meih kyutdihng, daahn- It's still not decided yet,
haih ngdh héimohng hoyih heui but I hope to be able to
Yinggwok lauhhohk. go to England to study.
Ydhgwd ghheui lduhhohk, jauh hai If I don't go abroad to study,
douh win y8h jouh. I'11 look for a job here,
IX. NOTES
le +eodichim,... = 'Before,.s.!
eeejihauh,... = 'After.c.,’

"'gédm (eadan)'-" - 'whanco"'

8. jlchihn, jlhauh, and gojahn are conjunctions which stand at the end of
the first (subordinate) clause and join it to the following (main)
clause. The order of subordinate clause first and main second is

irreversible.
Ex (from BC):
1, Ngoh meih laih Héunggong Before I came to Hongkong,
jlohihn, ngoh hai I studied in Taiwan,

Toihwdan duhk syu.
(See also Drill 12)

2. Neih bAtjo yihp jlhauh, After you gruduate, vhere
dasyun heui bIndouh a? do you plan to go?
(See also Drill 12)
3, Keih hai TdihwBan gdjan, WVhen you were in Taiwan,
hai bIndouh jyuh a? vhere did you live? or

(See also Drill 11)
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b. (neih> . .Y_P. o.!i?hihn, vee
meih is often used before the verb of the jichihn phrase. The

meaning of the phrase is the same with or without meih,

Ex: Ngdh (meih) 1liih Hiunggdng Before I came to Hongkong,
'Jiéhihnz hai Toihwdan I studied in Taiwan,
duhk syu.

c. jichibn and jihauh form Timewords with a preceding Number + Measure
vhen the Measure is a time measure.
Ex: Nu + M jlohihn/jinauh
sdam nihn jichihn = 3 years before; 3 years ago

sdan nihn jlhauh = 3 years later, 3 years afterwards;
after 3 years

Exasmple sentences:
1. Keuih saam nitn jichibm?) heui 1, He went to America to

’ study abroad three
}!o:!hgvok years ago. (or three
ldauhhiohk, years before)

2, Kéuih saam nihn jlhauh 2, He weni to America to

study abroad three
years later. (or: After
3 years, he went to

(See Lesson 22,Drill 17) America to study abroad,)

d. gojahn does not link with a length-pf-time Number + Measure compound
as jichihn and Jihauh do, but can itself act as a Timeword,
Ex: gojaln = 'at that time'

Kéuih gbjahn heui Meihgwok At that time he went to
lduhhohk . America to study abroad.

2, ylhohihn, 'previcusly,' and yihhauh, 'afterwards’
yinchihn, 'formerly,' 'previously,' ‘before,' and ylhhauh, ‘'after-
wards,! 'later,! can operate in single clause sentences,

Ex: 1.’ Keuih yihchihn hai nidouh  He lived here previously.
Jyuh.

2, Ksuih yihhaunh hai nIdouh He lived here afterwards,
Jyuh. '

yihohihn ‘and’yihhauh must come before the verb and can come before
the subjeot of the"smtmco as well. To words in this category we give
the name Moveable Adverb (MA).
Ex: Yihehihn kéuih hai nidouh jyuh.} Previously he

Kéuth yihehihn hétnidoun jyuh. ( poved

(See Drills 9, 1h)
4e
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3, Time spent expressions in sentences of future reference.
In sentences of future reference the central verdb is often preceded
by such auxiliary verbs as séung, 'plans to,! dasyun, 'plans to,! or yiu,
‘wants, intends to,' when a Time-spent expression follows.

Ex: Keuihf{dasyun dubk léuhng He plans to take two years
séung nibn Yingmdhn of English,
yiu

(See BC & Drills 7, 12, 15)

4, Time spent expressions in sentences of past referesnce,
In sentences of past reference the verb sdds the suffix -jo 'accom-
plish' or -gwo 'experience,' wvhem a Time-spent expression follows,

Ex: 8 v {;«‘:oirs

Kéuih duhk jo 1léeuhng nihn Yingmihn. He took two
8vwo years of

English.
(See BC and Drills 2, 3, 4, 5, 6, 15)

5. V=10 + timespent and Y-gwo + timespent compared

a. ¥-j0 + timespent phrase
This pattern is used to express both:

a. action or condition which began in the past and continues to
the moment of speaking:

Ex: 1, Keuih hai nI douh jyuhjdo He has lived here 3 years.
sdam nihn la.

2. Keuih heuijo sdam go laih- He has been gone for 3

baai la, weeks,
b. action or condition which began in the past and ended in the
past:
Ex: 1., Keuih h{u Wahsihngduhn He lived in Washington for
Jyuhjo sdam nibn. 3 years.
2. Keuih heuijd sdam go He went for three weeks.
laihbaai, or He was away for 3 weeks.

Sentences of the type described in a. above generally end in
la, prompting the analysis that time spent sentences of the
pattern V-jo + time spent + la are restricted to those desoribing
actions wvhich began in the past and continue into the present.
However la is also used at the end of sentences of type b above,
desoribing actions which began in the past and ended in the past.

b9
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In such cases la is used to siress that the time spent is con-

sidered a long time. (For an example of the latter see CL 18.1)
b. Verp-gwo + time spent phrase

This pattern is used to express action which began in the past and

ended in the past. This structure marks the action of the verb as
terminating sometime before the moment of speaking.

Ex: Ngoh hohkgwo sidam nihn Yingmahn. I studied English for 3
years,

(am not studying now)
6. Relative position of Timespent phrase and other post-verbal expressions.
8, With most VO phrases, the time-spent phrase precedes the direct object
as modifier to it.
Ex: Ngoh dajo y&tgo jingtiuh b3, I played ball for an hour.
I played an hour of ball,
(See BC and Drill 13)

b. With other VO phrases, the time-spent phrase follows the object of
the verb:

Ex: Ngdh dangjo keuih léuhng go jih. I waited for her for ten
minutes,

(See Drill 5)
c. With still other VO phrases the preference is to treat the direct
object and the time~spent phrase as two verbal expressions in
series:

VO + V-0 timespent:

Ex: Kéuihdeih wan Ok, wanjo gei They looked (or have beem
go yuht. looking) for a house for
several months,

(Lesson 19, D 15)

d. Another favorite treatment puts the logiocal object in topic positionm,
with the comment an SVO clauee, the O of SVO being the time-spent

phrase:

Ex: NY gian nglk ngohdeih jyuhjo This house we've lived in
saam go yuht la, three months,
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e. Yhen the VO is a movement verb + PW object, the time spent phrase
follows the PW object.

Ex: 1. Keuih 14ihjdo Heéunggéng 1, He's been in Hong Kong
moéuhgainoih, for just a short time.
2. Keuih dasyun heui ToihwEan 2. He plans to go to Taiwan
(jyuh) sdam nihn, (to live) for three
years,

(see Drill 15)
7. Time-since phrases

Time elapsed since a particular action or since the establishment of

a state of affairs, is also expressed by V-j0 + timespent. If the sen-
tence is an SVO direct object sentenoe, the time spent phrase follows
the direct object.
Ex: 1. Keuih gitjo fan y&t nihn. 1. He's been married for one
year.

or It's been a year since
he got married,

2, Kéuih bunjo ik leuhng 2, He's been moved for 2
nihn. years.
bin nglik = [move-house], or It's been 2 years
i.e., move since he moved.
ie: He moved 2 years ago.
3, Ngoh ga chd madaihjo sdam 3. My car has been bought
nihn, for three years.
i.e., I've had this ocar
3 years,

A sentence which is phrased Yerb-jo + Timespent is potentially
ambiguous, inasmuch as both the time-spent patterm and the time-since
pattern both use this formula of expression. Thus:

NI gihn sianm jouhjo This dress took two days to make.
leuhng yaht. or This dress has been made (finished)
for 2 days.

In an SV0 construction there is no ambiguity--the time-since follows

the SV0, and the time-spent adopts the pattern of verbal expressions in
series:

Ex: 1. Keuih jouhyo nigihn slam 1. She's had the dress made for

léuhng yaht. 2 days. (since 2 days ago)

2. Kéuih jouh niI gibhn s&am, 2. She took 2 daye to make the
jouhjd 2 jaht. drees.

51



LESSON 18 CANTONESE BASIC COURSE
I1I. DRILLS

1, Substitution Drill: Repeat the first sentence after the teacher,
then substitute as directed.

1. Kéuih mihma jyuh hai Sdam- 1., Keuih mahmd jyuh hai Saam-
taahnsih. faahnsih.
2. /kéuih/Gwongjau/ 2. Xeuih jyuh hai Gwongjdu.
Canton He lives in Canton.
+ 3, /ngoh ge esaildugo/Daaihluhk/ 3. Ngdh ge sailougd jyuh hal
(continent) Daaihluhk.
(Mainland China) My children live on the
Mainland,
+ 4, /ngoh méhma/Oumun/ 4, Ngoh méhma jyuh hai Oumin.
(Macau)
5. /kéuih dI jainéui/Téihwaan/ 5. Kéuih aI jainéui jyuh hai
Toihwaan.

Comment: Chinese use the word for 'contimnent,' daalhluhk, to
refer to Mainland China, We spell it with a capital
letter to differentiate ‘'continent' from 'the
Mainland,’

2. Transformation Drill

Ex: 1. T: Ldihjd géi nihn. T: Has been here (or came here)
for several years,

S: Liihjo gei(do) S: How many years, has (he) been
nihn a? (or was he) here?

2. T: Lainjd geigo jih., T: Has been (or was) here for
several 5 minute periods.

S: Laihjd géi(do) S: How many 5 minute periods has
© go jih a? (he) been (or was he) here?
1. Laihjo gei nihn. 1, Laihjo géi(do) nihn a?
2. Laihjo géi yaht. 2. Laihjo gei(ds) yant a?
3., Laihjo géi go jih. 3. Laihjo géi(do) go jih a?
4, Laihjo géi go laihbaai. 4, Lainjo géi(do) go laihbaai
a?
+ 5. Laihjo géi go jungtauh, 5. Laihjo géi(do) go jungtduh
Has been here several hours, a?
6. Laihjo gei go yuht. 6. Ldihjo gei(do) go yuht a?

7. Laihjo gei fanjing. 7. Laihjo gei(do) fanjung a?
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Comment: liith. ‘arrived here,' is used in a time spent phrase
with the meaning 'been (or was) here X length of
time,'

Note that the question ‘how many M?' can be
either géi M? or géids M?, and if the
form used is géi M?,the question sentences above
differ from the statement sentences only by the final
sentence suffix a&. Note the intonation differences
of the spoken forms,

3, Substitution Drill

Ex: T: Laihjo sdam go yuht., T: Has been here (or came here)
/duhk/ for three months. /study/

S: Duhkjo sdam go yuht. S: Has studied (or studied) for
three months,

+ 1. Dang3jo mouhgeinoih je. /heui/ 1. Heuijo mouhgeinoih je.
(not very long) Has been gone for not
very long. or
Has been gone for just a
little while,
2. Duhkjd géi nihn, /jyun/ 2. Jyuh3d géei nihn.
3. Laihjo yat go jungtduh. /dou/ 3. Doujdo yat go jungtduh.

4, Maaihjo geigo laihbaai. /heui/ 4. Heuijo géigo laihbaai.,
Has been bought for several
weeks, [i.e., bought it
several weeks ago; have had
it for several weeks]

5. Laihjo mouhgeinoih je. /dou/ 5. Doujo mouhgeinoih je.
6. Duhkjo héudo nihn la. /maaih/ 6. Maaih3jd houdo ninn la.
7. Doujo sdam go yuht la. /laih/ 7. Laihjo sdam go yuht la,
8. Laihjo gei yaht je. /heui/ 8. Heuijo géi yaht je.

4, Substitution Drill: Repeat the first sentence after the teacher,
then substitute as directed.

1. Duhkjo sdam go yuht. 1. Duhkjo sdam go yuht.
Studied 3 months.

2. /mouhgéinoih/ 2. Duhkjo mouhgeinoih,

3, /dang/ 3. Dangjé mouhgeinoih,

4., /gei go jin/ 4, Dangjo géi go jih.
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5. /heui/ 5. Heuijo géi go jih,

6. /léuhng go jungtauh/ 6. Heuijo léuhng go jungtauh.
7. /lain/ 7. Laihjo leuhng go jungtauh.
8. /sei nihn/ 8, Laihjo sei ninn.

5. Transformation Drill: Transform from statement to question following
the pattern of the example,

Ex: T: Ngoh dangjd kéuih_ T: I've waited for him for ten
léuhng go jih je, minutes, that's all,
S: Néip dﬁggjé kéuih S: How many 5 minute periods have
gei(do) go jih a? you waited for him?
1. Ngoh sInsdang heuijdo Daaihluhk 1. Néih sInsdang heuijd Daaih-
saam go yuht la, luhk gei(do) go yuht a?
2. Ngoh taaitdai fdanjolaih bun 2, Néih taaitaai fdanjolain
go jungtauh je. gei(do) go jungtauh a?

My wife has been back home
for half an hour, that's all.
or

ﬁ; wife came home just half
an hour ago.

3. Wohng Sdang duhkjo sahp gei 3, Wohng Saang duhkjo gei(do)
nthn Yingmahn la. nihn Yingméhn a?

4, Kéuih jyuhjo Toihwaan léuhng 4, Kéuih jyuhjo Toihwaan gei(do)
ninn je. nihn a?

5. GO go Tdihwaan yahn 1aihjo 5. Go go Taihgian yahn 1aihjo
nldouh sei go laihbaai la. nldouh gei(ds) go laih-

baai a?

6. Hdh Siujé go san dafogei 6. Hoh 5iujé go san dafogsi
maaihjo gei yaht je, maaihjo gei(do) yant a?

7. Kéuih sInsdang gdan ik maaihjo 7. Kéuih sInsdang gdan uk
léuhng nihn la. maaihjo gei(do) ninn a?

Her husband's house was
bought 2 years ago. [(has
been) bought 2 years]

8. Chahn Taai faanjo ukkei yat 8. Chahn Taai faanjo ukkedi
go jungtauh je. gei(do) go jungtduh a?
Mrs. Chan went home an hour
agoe.
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6. Transformation Drill

7.

1.

2.

5.

Ex: T: Ngoh hai nidouh
jyuhjo sahp nihn.
S: Ngoh dasyun hai
nidouh jyuh sahp
nihn.

Ngoh hai Heunggong duhkjo
sdam go yuht.

Kéuih hai godouh jouhj6 gei
go yuht,

Ngoh sInsdang hai nidouh jyuh-

jo gei nihn.

Ngoh taaitaai hai Méihgwok
jyuhjo hou noih.

My wife has 1lived (or lived)
in America for a long time,

Ngohdeih hdi nidouh dangjd
yatgogwat,

1.

2.

e

: I have lived here 10 years.

¢ I plan to live here 10 years.

Ngoh dasyun hdi Héunggong
duhk saam go yuht,

Keuih dasyun hai godouh
jouh géi go yuht.

Ngoh sInsdang dasyun hai
nidouh jyuh gei nihn.
Ngoh taaitaai dasyun hai

Méihgwok jyuh hou noih.

My wife intends to live in

America for a long time,

Ngohdeih dasyun hai nidouh
dang yatgogwat.

Expansion Drill

Ex: T: Néihdeih dasyun
jyuh géi noih a?
S: Neihdeih dasyun

juhng jyuh géi
noih a?

Néih kyutdihng dang géi noih

tim a?

Néih héimohng duhk gei noih
tim a?

Ngoh jidd cheng chat baat go

yahn je.

I'm going to invite only 7

or 8 people at most.

Néih jisiu yiu géi chin a?

Ngoh jidd dang néih gei fanjung

Je.

How long do you intend to

stay?
¢ How much longer do you intend
to stay?
1, Néih kyutdihng juhng dang

gei noih tim a?

Naig héimohng juhng duhk
géi noih tim a?

Ngoh jidd juhng chéng chat
baat go ydhn je.
I'm only going to invite
? or 8 more people at
most.

Néih jisiu juhng yiu géi
chin a2

Ngoh jidé juhng dang néih
gei fanjung je.
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8. Expansion Drill

Ex: T: Ngoh chéeng sihk
faahn,

S: Yiuhgwo ngoh yauh
chin, ngoh jauh
chéng sihk faahn.

1., Ngoh duhk daaihhohk,
2. Ngoh heui Meihgwok jyuh.

3. Ngoh mAain che.

4, Ngoh gitfdn.[to get married]
I'm going to get married.

5. Ngoh daai dI saildugd heui
Toihwaan,.

6. Ngoh mhsai tuhng kéuih jyuh.

7. Ngoh taaitaail mhsai jouh yéh.

T:

S:

I'm going to have a dinner
party.
If I have (or had) the money,

I'm going to have (or would
have) a dinner party,

1. Yihgwo
jauh

2. Yihgwo
jauh

3., Yiuhgwo
jauh

Yihgwo
jauh
Yuhgwd
jauh
heui

6. Yihgwo
jaun
jyuh.

7. Yihgwo ngoh yauh chin. ngoh

taaitaai jauh mhsai jouh
yeh.

ngodh yauh chin, ngoh
duhk daaihhohk,.

ngoh yauh chin, ngoh
heui Méihgwok jyuh,

n;oh yauh chin, ngdh-
maaih che.

ngoh yauh chin, ngoh
gitfin.

ngoh yauh chin. _ngoh
daai aI sailougo
Téihwaan,

ngoh yauh chin, ngdh
fhsai tihng kéuih

9., Expansion Drill

Ex: T: Keuih yihchihn hai
Heunggong jyuh,.

S: Keuih yihchihn hai
Héu gong 3
yihga hai biudouh
jyuh a?
1. Keuih yihehihn hai Toéihbak
duhksyu.

2. Keuih yihchinn hai Wihng On
Gungsl jouh sih.

3. Keuih ylhchihn hai Mahnwdh
Jaudim jyuh.

T:

S:

He lived in Hong Kong before.

He lived in Hong Kong before,
where does he live now?

1. Kéuih yihchihn hai Toihbak
duhksyli, ylhga hai bin-
douh duhk &?

2, Keuih yinchihn hai Wihng On
GungaI jouh sih, yihg
hai bIndouh jouh a?

3. Keuih yihchinn hai Hahn'ah
Jaudim jyuh, yihga hai
bIindouh jyuh a?
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4, Jéung Taai yihchihn hai Daaih- 4. Jéung Taai yihchinn hai

luhk gaau Gwokyuh. Daaihlubk gaau Gwokyth,
yihga hai bIndouh g-au a?
5. Kéuih yihchihn tihng kéuih 5. Kéuih yihchihn tihng kéuih
pahngyauh jyuh. pahngyauh jyuh, yihga

tihng bIngo jyuh a?

10, Expansion Drill

Ex: T: ﬂhgoi neih da dinnwa T: Please phone me,

bﬁi ngoh.
S: Nein jau ichihn. S: Before you leave, please phone
mhgoi neih da me.
dihnwa béi ngoh,
1. Mhgdi néih wah nzdh ji. 1. Néin jau jichinn, hhgdi
neih wah ngoh ji.
2. Mhgdi neih giu Hoéh Siuje 2. Néih jau jichinn, dhgéi
yahplaih, neih giu Hoh Siuje yahp~
1aih,
+ 3, thoi neih beifaan bin syu 3. Neih jau jichihn, mhgoi
ngoh. neih béifsdan bun syu
(give back, return (some- ngoh.
thing
b, fngoi néih da dihnwa beéi 4, Neih jau jichihn, mhgoi
. keuih. néeih da dihnwa béi keuih.
5. Phgoi neih seuhng heui wah 5. Neih jau jichihn, thgoi
béi ngdh mihma ji. neih séuhng heui wah béi

ngoh mihma ji.

11. Response Drill: Transform each sentence to choice type question,
following the pattern of the example.

Ex: T: Ngoh duhk daaihhohk ‘T: When I was at the university,

gojahn. hai chanchik I lived at my relative house,
ukkei jyuh.

S: Neih duhk daniﬁhohk S: wneu you were at the university,
gojahn hai mhhai did you live at your re-
chanchik ukkei lative's house?

Jyuh a?
1. Ngoh gitfan gojahn. ngoh mahma 1, Neih gitfan gojahn, néeih
hai Toihwaan, mahma hai mhhai Tdihwaan a?
When I got married, my mother When you got married,
was in Taiwan, or was your mother in Taiwnn?
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When I get married, my
mother will be in Taiwan,

+ 2, Ngoh bun 3 gojahn, mhsai

12,

maaih yeh.

When I move, I don't need
to buy anything.
(bun_nguk =

{move-house], move)

3. Ngdh hii Téihbak gbjahn, hai
Tdihwaan Daaihhohk duhk syi.

4, Ngdh heui miaih ybh gojahn,
gong Gwokyth.

Se Ngoh gitfan gogahn, hai Mahawah

Jaudim cheéng yan.

#hen 1 got married, I had the

wedding reception at the
Mandarin Hotel,

6. Ngoh gitfah gojahn, saung hai
Mahnsah Jaudim chéng yam.

2. Nein bun uk gojahn. sai
phsai maaih yeh a?

3. Néih hai Toihbak g0 ahn,
haih mhhaih hai Toihwaan
Daaihhohk duhk syu a?

4, Neih heui maaih b gojahn,
haih mhhaih gong Gwokyuh a?

5. Neih gitfan gojahn; haih
fhhaih hai Mahnwah Jéudinm
cheng yam a?

Yhen you got married,
didn't you have the wedding
reception at the Mandarin
Hotel?

6. Néih gitfan gojahn, seung
mhseung hai Mihnwah Jaudim
cheng yam a?

Expansion Drill

Ex: 1., T: Keuih dasyun
maaih ga che,

S: Kéuih 1aihjo
Héunggdng jihauh,
ddsyun maaih ga
che.

T: Kéuih maaihjd ga
ché,

S: Kéuih laihjo

Heung;ong jinaun,
maaihjo ga che,

1. Kéuih dasyun binheui Gaulihng
Jyuh.

He plans to move to Kowloon
to live.

2., K8uih jouhjdo houdd saam.
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T:

Y

T:

S:

He's planning to buy a car.

After he gets to Hong Kong,
he plans to buy a car,

He bought a car,

After he got to Hong Kong, he
bought a car,

1, Keuih laihjo Heungsong
Jihauh dasyun bunheui
Gauluhng jyuh.

After he gets to Hong Kong,
he plans to move to Kow-
loon to live,

2. Keush laihjo Heunggong 13-
hauh, jouhjo houdd saam.
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3, Kéuih sIkjo mouh ;aids_go
Jinggwok pahngyauh je.

Lk, Keuih dasyun wan nguk maaih,

5. Kéuih dasyun wan sih jouh.
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3. Keuih 13ih3jo Héunggong -
hauh, sIkjo mouh géido
g0 Junggwok pahngyauh je.

k. Xouih 14ihjé Héunggong ji-
hauh, dasyun wan nguk
m&aiho

5. Kéuih 1aihjo Héunggong ji-
hauh, dasyun wan sih jouh,

13, Expansion Drill

Ex: T: Ngdh go néui 8@
Jﬁnsnihn: /yat
go jingtauh/
S: Ngdh go néui 883jd
yat go jungtiuh
Jingmahn.
Ngoh taaitaai da paai.
/gei go jungtauh/
Ngoh da dihnwa. /sei fanjung/

1.
2.
Keuih duhk syi. /sahp nihn/

Kéuih tai dihnsih. /léuhng
go jungtéuh/

e

Ngoh gaau Yingmdhn. /yat go
yuht/

5

My daughter writes Chinese,
/one hour/

: My daughter wrote (or has

written) Chinese for an hour,

1. Ngoh taaitdai dajo géi go

jungtduh paai.
2, Ngoh dajd sei fanjung
dihnwa,

Kéuih duhkjo sahp ninn syi,

Kéuih t&ijo léuhng go
jungtduh dihnpsinh,

Ngoh gaaujd yat go yuht
Yingmihn.

14, Combining Drill

Ex: T: Néih yuhag saai dI_
chin. Neih mouhdak
yuhng.

S: Yihgwd néih yihga
yuhngsaai dI chin,

+ hhauh néih jauh
mouhdak yuhng laak.
{(afterwards)

1. Neih shhohk., Ngoh mhgaau neih
laak.

2, Neih mhduhk syd., Néih mouhdak
duhk laak.
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T:

S:

You used up all the money.
There isn't any to spend.

If you use up all the money
now, afterwards you won't
have any to spend,

1. Yihgwo néih yihga ahhohk,
yihhauh ngoh jauh &hgaau
néih laak,

2, Yihgwo neih yihga mhduhk syy,
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yihhauh néih jauh mduhdak
duhk laak,
3, Néeih mAaih gaan uk. Neih mhsai 3, Yﬁgg-o neih yinga maaih gaan

5.

bei chin jauh yauh deihfong
jyuh laak,

Neih hohk dod Gwongdungwa.
Néih maaih yéh hoyih péhng-
dI 1aak,

Neih hohk sé Jungmahn.
Néinh hoyih tai Jingméhn sy
laak.

Néih jegam do chin béi keuih.
Néih mhgau chin yuhng laak.

, yihhauh neih @hsai béi
chin jauh yauh deihfong
Jyuh laak.

Yuhgwo neih yihga hohk dod{
G-ongdungwa, yihhauh néih
maaih yéh jauh hoyih
péhngdl laak.

Yihgwo néih ylhga honhk sé
Jungmdhn, yinhauh néih
jauh haylh tai Jingmahn
Byﬁ laak.

Yuhg'o neih yihga je gam 4o
~chin 581 kéuih, jihhauh
néih jauh mhgau chin
yuhng laak.

L,

5.

15. Expansion Drill

1.

2.

3.

Bx: 1. T: Keuih,laihjo yat
nihn, /Heunggong/

S: Kéuih lalhjo

Heunggong yat
nihn.

2. T: Kéuih dasyun heui T:

godouh. /géido
yaht a?/

S: Kéuih désyun-heui S:

godouh géido
yaht a?

Kéuih dasyun faanheui géi
go yuht. /Méihgwok/

Kéuih chanchik kyutdihng laih
Héunggong. /géi noih a?/

Kéuih désyun heui jyuh géidd
nihn a? /Tdihwaan/

. Kéuih héimohng faanlaih nIdouh.

/gei go laihbaai/

Kéuih 1dihjo chat baat ninn
laaks /nidouh/
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T:

S:

He has been herc a year.
/Hong Kong/

He has been in Hong Kong a
year.

He plans to go there,
/how many days?/

How many days does he plan to
be away?

1, Keuih dasyun faanheui
Méingwok gei go yuht,
He plans to go back to

America for a few months,

Keuih chanchik kyutdihng
laih Héunggong gei noih a?

Kéuih daeyug heui Téihwaan
jyuh geido nihn a?

Kéuih heimohng faanlaih
nidouh géi go laihbaai.,

Kéuih 18ihjé nJIdouh chat
baat nihn laak,

2.

3.

4,
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IV, CONVERSATIONS FOR LISTENING

(On tape. Refer to wordlist below as you listen.
Unfamiliar terms, in order of occurrence:

1) Jouh matyéh = How come?

2) Mduh = 'Nothing special' A response making light of topic

discussed.

3) sihk ngaanjau = sihk ngaan = eat lunch

a) ngaanjau = 'noon'
4) tihnghohk = schoolmate

5) junghohk = high school, middle school

6) yatchdih = together

7) gojahnsih = at that time

8) sahpgéi = more than ten [ten-severall
9) ji = (not until) then, (only) then

10) waan = play, amuse oneself, enjoy leisure time

V. SAY IT IN CANTONESE
A. You say to the person next to
you:
1. How long have you lived here?

2.

6.

e

How much longer do you plan
to stay?

Where did you live before
you came here?

I attended university in
England--I1 lived there for
three years.

At most, how long do you plan
to stay?

After Mr, Ho comes back, he
and Miss Chan are getting
married.

That car of yours is very
nice--when'd you get it?

That's a nice lighter--where
did you get (buy) it?

61

B. And he replies:

1.
2.

About two years.

Can't say for sure--maybe
one year, maybe ten,

Before I came here, I lived
in Taiwan.

After I graduate, I plan
to go to England for
further study.

At most five years, at
least three.

Really! Before he left, he
planned to marry Miss
Cheung!

I bought it after I got ic
Hong Kong.
I don't remember--I got

(bought) it before I came
to Hong Kong.
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9. (said in Hong Kong:) He told
me he moved to Hong Kong
last year., Do you know
where he lived before?

9. His wife told me they pre-
viously lived in Macau.

10, He's been gone for three weeks-- 10, He planned to be away about

do you know when he's coming
back?

11. I've been married 3 years-~
How long have you been
married?

12. How long did you play ball
yesterday?

three weeks--maybe he'll
be back tomorrow,

11. Not very long--only eleven
months,

12, Ve played ball for three
hours, and afterwards
then came home and studied
Cantonese for two hours,

Vocabulary Checklist for Lesson 18

7.

8.
9.
10.
11,

15.

14,
15.
16.
17.
18,

62

batyihp VO graduate

beifaan v give back

bin v move

bun (ng)uk VO move (house)

daaihhohk n/PW university

daaihluhk PW/n continent; term used to refer to
Mainland China

-dou suf. suf. to nu.m. expression = approximately
nu.me

duhk daaihhohk VO study at a university, attend a university

duhk syﬁ VO to study, to go to school

gaje TA/n elder sister

gei noi Ph how long (time)?

gitfan VO get married, be married

yr_ gojan, CJ when, at the time of..., combines with
preceding verb phrase to express 'at
the time of (thus and eo),' 'when'

gojahn Cj same as géiég QW

Gwéngj&u PW Canton, city of Canton

hgimohng v hope

Jido Ph at most

jisiu Ph at least
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19. jichinn Cj before ____ (combines with preceding VP
- or nu.m. length of time expression)
20. ___ jihaun Cj after ____ (combines with preceding VP
or nu.m. length of time expression)
21. -jo vs verb suf. in time spent phrase of past
reference
22. jungtauh n hour
23. kyutdihng v decide
2k, lauhhohk v study abroad
25. meih _VP_ jichihn, ... Cj before VP_,....
26. mouhgeinoih Ph not very long (time)
27. Oumn PW Macau
28. Toihbak PW Taipei
29. Toihwaan gr -waan PW Taiwan
30. wan yéh jouh VP look for a job, search for work to do
3l. yihchihn MA previously, formerly, before
32. yihhauh MA afterwards
33. yﬁhgwa Cj if, on condition that
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