COMMUNICATIVE EXCHANGES

T4n L3oshI (Instructor Tan)

Some American students sthdying in Beijing visit the home of one

of their Chinese instructors. They discuss study experiences and
Chinese culture.

Frame 1

Notes:

Bidan ... y&, "not only ... but also." This is a new pattern
used to connect two related ideas.

Ta bddan ySu gich&, y& He has not only cars, but also
you f&ijrt. airplanes.
T& bidan hui xi& jidntIzi, He not only knows how to write
y& hui xi& f&ntizi. simplified characters, but
also to write full-form
characters.
Frame 2

Notes:

The particle ne indicates the present progressive situation
-ing both in the questions and answers.

NI xi&nzai zud shénme ne? What are you doing now?
Xi& xin ne ma? Are you writing letters?
WS kan B&ijIng 2ZhSubido ne. I'm reading the Beijing Review.
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Frame 3

Notes:

The adverbs zhéngzai, zhéng or zai, "in the midst of/middle
of ," the verbal suffix zhe “—1ng," and the partlcle ne-"-ing,"
are the major elements in in the present progressive situation.
There are many ways of saying the same sentence, such as:

NI y&xlG zhéngzai xiézhe xin ne.
(1) NI yéxi zheng Xiézhe xin ne.
(2) NI y&xli zai xi&zhe xin ne.
(3) NI yéxl zhéngzai xi&xin ne.
(4) NI yé&xl zhéng xié&xin ne.
(5) NI yé&xl zai xiéxin ne.
(6) NI yé&xli zhéngzai xi&xin.
(7) NI yé&xl zai xiéxin.

Frame 4

Notes:

The particle -zhe, "-ing," is used as a verbal suffix indi-
cating existence. 1In this frame, there are three examples:

(1) T&a kanjian mén shi He saw that the door was open.
k3izhede. ‘

(2) Shiijiazishang fangzhe There are many books on the
hé&ndud shia. shelves.

(3) Qidngshang guazhede Hanging on the wall is the
shi guéqgi. national flag.
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Notes:-

The particle -zhe, "-ing," is used as a verbal suffix with an
adverbial function. The adverbial function shows the manner in
which the action is carried out, that is, showing the body posi-~
tion, zudzhe, "sitting," while they listened to the lecture.

ybSude zuodozhe tiIng Some listened while sitting down
ybude zhanzhe ting Some were listening standing up.

Additionally, the adverbial function can apply to Verb-Object
compounds as well. Examples:

Zhang Xiansheng kanzhe Mr. Zhang eats while reading
bao chifan. the newspaper.

(Kan bao is a VO compound.)

LI TSngzhi h&zhe jil xid& Comrade LI writes characters
zi. ’ while drinking.

(HE jiu is a VO compound.)

Frame 6

Notes:

Cultural note. Since this was his first visit to his
teacher's house, it was common courtesy to want to meet Tan's
wife.
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Notes:

Dutban{r), "the greater part,
most likely, mainly," has several

(1)

(2)

As a moveable adverb:

Ta dudban(r) blulai.

Dudbin(r) ta bulai.

WS kan, dudban(r) néige
rén shi Déguo rén.

WS kan, neige rén 4ud-
ban(r) shi Déguo rén.

As a noun (numbers):

Nérde réﬂ, dudban(r)
shi M&iguo rén.

‘zZhérde xuésheng, dud-

bé&n(r) shi né&nde.

majority, most of, probably,
usages:

"Most likely he will not come.

Most likely he will not come.

In my opinion, that person is
most likely a German.

In my opinion, that person is
most likely a German.

The majority of those people
over there are Americans.

Of the students here, the ma-
jority are male.



