COMMUNICATIVE EXCHANGES

L4i kd3ihui - Coming to a Meeting
Frame 1

1l B: NI shuo nI fumli yao céng You said your parents were
Guingzhou 14i kan nI. Tamen coming from Guingzhou to see
ldile ma? you. Have they come?

2["H: WS fugin ldile” WO miigin My father came. My mother
méildi. WO fugin shi 1l4i didn't come. My father came
BEijtng kdZihui de, bl zhIshi to Beijing to attend a meet-
14i kan wd de. ing; he didn't just come to

see me.

3| B: NI méidao f&ijfching gu - Didn't you go to the airport
ji& t& ma? to meet and pick him up?

4 H: N2itian w3 ydushi. sShi On that day I was busy. It
wd airen qu jig t3 de. Lé4i was my wife who went to meet
kdihuide hdi ydu wd fluginde him. (Among) those who came
jiwei péngyou. to attend the meeting, there

were also a few friends of my
father.

Notes:

1 Completed action with le. When the particle le follows verbs
of action, it indicates a completion of the action.

Ta ldile. He has come. OR He came.
Ta qule. He has gone. OR He went,.

Sometimes an adverb makes the completed action more evident
(See exchange #10).

Ta yijlng ldile. He has already come.
T3 yIjing qule. He has already gone.

Pattern for asking questions in completed action. Listed be-
low are the various ways of asking questions about actions al-
ready completed. '

Ta ldile ma? (51mp1e ma ) Did/Has he come?

T3 ldile m€ilai? Did/Has he come?
(choice-type)

Ta ldile méiyou? Did/Has he come?
(ch01ce type)

Ta méilai ma? ' Didn't/Hasn't he come?

(negative gquestion)
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COMMUNICATIVE EXCHANGES

Frame 2

B: Nimen néitian ging tamen
ch¥fanle méiyou?

H: Méiyou., Neitidan wd g&n
wd airen ddu h&n mdng, sudyi
méiqing tamen. Buigud, dier-
tign wdmen ging tamen le.

B: NI fugin zhude neijig fan-
dian zai n&itifo jis? WS

Did you invite them to eat
that day?

No, we didn't. On that day,
my wife and I were very busy;
therefore, we didn't invite
them. However, the next day
we: did invite them.”

On what street is the hotel
where your father is staying?

xidng qu kankan t§. I want to go to see him.
8| H: Bubi kégi. Hdutian ni
ge&n wdmen yikuar qu B&ihdi
Gongyudn cht wifan, hdo ma?

[You] need not be polite.. Go
with us to the North Sea Park
the day after tomorrow, and
we'll have lunch together,
okay?

Notes:

5 QIng introduces a sentence. Some verbs in Chinese introduce
sentences the same way that other verbs precede objects. QIng,
"please, to request, invite," is one of these important verbs.

QIng tamen dado Shanghdi Invite them to come to Shang-
l4i. hai.
QIng ta mii zhéige yIzi. Request/ask him to buy this
chair.

More completed action questions. As with the directional
verbs 14i, "to come,” and gu, "to go," questions can be phrased
in four different ways when using other verbs.

NImen n2itidn ging tamen On that day did you invite
chifan le méiyou? them to eat?
NiImen n&itidn gIng t3men "
chifan le ma?
NImen neitidn gIng tdmen "
chifan le méiging?
Nimen ne&itidn méiging
tamen chifin ma?

On that day, didn't you in-
vite them to eat?

The first example is the most common.
6 Another polite refusal. Another way of refusing an invita-

tion or request for yourself or others is by saying, Wdmen d6u h&n
ming, "We're all busy."
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LESSON 12 COMMUNICATIVE EXCHANGES

2 Negation of completed action with méi. When the negative

particle méi (or méiyou) is prefixed to the verb, it negates the
action of the verb.

T3 méildi. He didn't/hasn't come.
T3 méiql. He didn't go./He hasn't gone.

Subordinate sentence introduced by buizhi shi. The sentence w3
fugin shi 14i k&ihui de, bughY shi 14i kan wo de shows how to link
a secondary reason to the primary reason in a sentence stating an
action. ,

T3 shi 14i m3i shd de, He came to buy a book, not
buzhI shi 14i ji& t3 de just to meet and pick up his
nipéngyou de. girl friend.

WS miqgin shi dao chéng- My mother went out of town to
waitou qu mXi cai de, buy vegetables/food; she
buzhY .shi qu jfe w3 didn't just go to meet my
faqgin de. father.

3 Negative méi- with CV. It is common practice to use the neg-
ative méi- (as previously with the negative bl-) as a prefix to
CVs in questions and negative statements.

T3 méidao Shanghdi qu ma? Didn't he go to Shanghai?

Tamen méig&i wd dai shil They didn't bring me the
14i. books.

4 A polite refusal. To avoid participating in some activity, it
is an acceptable practice to say W5 ySushi, "I am busy."

Shi...de as the focus construction. The shi...de pattern in
Shi wd airen gh jié t3d de, "1t was my wife who went to meet him,"
1s used in this instance to focus attention on "who" is doing
something.

(place) WS shi céng T4iwan I came from T4diwan.
14i de.

(conveyance) T3 shi 2zud hudché He went by train.
gl de.

(purpose) Ta shi 14i shangxué Did he come to attend school?
de ma?

Where and when circumstances were discussed in Lesson 6,
Note 4.
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Introduce alternate choice(s). After stating a position, an
alternate position or course can be given after saying bigud,
"but, however."

WS yIjing chifan le, bigud I have already eaten, but I
wd g&8n nI yikuair dao shall go together with you
fangudnr gu. to the restaurant.

7 Clause of a specific nature. A clause of a specific nature
is a clause in which the noun is specified.

NI fugin zhl de n2ijia On what street is the hotel
fandian zai néitido where your father is
jig? staying?

8 Time words. With the timewords in this lesson, it is possible
to go three days on either side of jInti3n, "today," as shown

below:
dahdutian two days after tomorrow
hdutian day after tomorrow
mingti3n tomorrow
jIntidn _ today
zuétian yesterday
gidntian day before yesterday
dagidntian two days before yesterday

It is possible to break jintidn, "today," down into parts also.

z3oshang morning shangwlli forenoon
zhdngwll noon zhdngwll noon
wanshang night/evening xiawl afternoon

Mealtimes. The three meals in Chinese are z3ocofan, "break-
fast," wufan/zhdngfan, "lunch," and winfan, "dinner.”

Frame 3

9{ B: Hio. NI yvao dai tamen Fine. Are you going to take
dao diangi zhinlanhui gu them to see the electrical
kankan ma? equipment exhibition?

10| H: Zh&nldnhui yIjtng kaishlle Has the exhibition already

ma? started?

11} B: H4i méikaishl ne. Bao- Not yet. The paper says that
shang shud xi3 xtfngqiwill kaishI. it will start next Friday.

12| H: Neiti&n nI yao biyao g&n On that day do you want to go
wdmen yikuair qu kankan. with us to look around?
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Notes:

9 Use of CV dai. The CV dai, "to take along, to guide," is used
to convey the meaning of guiding someone or of bringing something.

WS dai niI dao nar qu. I'll take you there.
WS dai neixié& ddngxi dao I'll take those things to your
nI jizli qu. house.

11 Action still not completed. The pattern hdi méi-... ne is
used to indicate that the action has not yet been completed.

hdi méikan ne 'still hasn't been looked at/
read yvet.

More time words. By using xid3, "next," and shang, "last,” in
combination with xinggl, "week," or one of the weekdays listed
below, it is possible to indicate whether an action happened
this week, last week or will happen next week.

weekday Next week Last week
Sunday xInggiri xid xinggiri shang xIngqiri
Monday xTngqgiy?t xid xInggiyf shang xIngqiyf
Tuesday xInggieér xiad xInggiér shang xTngqgier
Wednesday xfnggisan xid xInggisa@n shang xI'ngqgisin
Thursday xtngqgisi xid xfnggisi shang xfngqgisi
Friday xInggiwi xid xTnggiwlli shang xTfngqgiwl

Saturday xTnggiliu xid xI'ngqgilil shang xTngqiliu

12 Use of CV gén. The CV gén has been used previously as the con-
junction "and," but here it is used alone as a CV to mean "with,"
or in a pattern gén...yikudir, "together with."

QIng nI g&n tamen gqu Please go with them to Beijing.
Bé&ijing. ' :
WS gén tamen yikuair gqu I am going together with them
chifan. to eat.
Frame 4
13| B: Duibugl, xia xtngqgiwi wd I'm sorry; next Friday I have
ySu jijidn bid&i bin de shi- a few things that I must do,
ging bunéng gu. Wdmen hdu- so I can't go. We'll meet the
tian jian ba. , day after tomorrow, okay?
14| H: H3o, houtian jian. 0.K. See you the dayfafter
tomorrow,.
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Notes:

13 Comparison of bid&i, "must," and bdbi, "no need to." Bi is a
component of both these words, and by itself it carries the mean-
ing of "certainly, surely, necessarlly.“ D&i standing alone

means "must, have to, need to," and is frequently used alone.
Bid&i appears redundant, but at the same time is an emphatic word
implying "It is definitely necessary to...." Bibi is the opposite
and means "It is not necessary to ...." The phrase above, bid&i
bande shiging, could also appear as d&i bande shiging, but it
would-be-less emphatici

See you... When jian, "to see," follows a future time word,
it is used to set up a later meeting.

Xiawl jian See you in the afternoon.

Mingtiin jian, "See you tomorrow," is probably the most
frequent.

Comparison between kan and kanjian. The difference between
kan and kanjiadn is that while kan means "to look, to look at, to
read," kanjian means "to see, to to perceive."®
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